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President’s Message
by Sally A. Fishburn 

Here in northern Vermont we are heading 
into the dark months of the year. I know 

the days get shorter for everyone this time of 
the year but I was stunned when I moved from 
central Pennsylvania to northern Vermont by 
how much shorter and colder the winter days 
are here. That was a long time ago and I have 
settled into the seasons in the north. In theory, 
this is when we spend more time catching up 
with all those indoor tasks and research proj-
ects we ignored during the summer months 
while we start planning for next summer’s 
growing season.

The Board of Directors is actively looking 
forward to the future of the Early American 
Industries Association. This seems like a great 
time to retool the organization, reflect on the 
history as we look into the future and plan 
new ways to follow our mission and reach out 
to more people. If this sounds a bit like long 
range planning, that’s because it is.

The first step of that planning is getting 
various committees into active mode. The 
membership committee has been dormant 
for a couple of years and it is time to reactivate 
it with new ideas and energy. Marc Sitkin has 
agreed to chair the committee and we need a 
few more committee members from the gen-
eral membership. Marc has a letter in this is-
sue of Shavings detailing the work ahead for 
the membership committee and explaining 
how you can help. Please read it and consider 
joining the membership committee.

2023 marks the 90th year of the EAIA. We 
have to admit that a lot has changed in those 

90 years. With our 90th year anniversary the 
endowment committee has committed to 
growing the endowment. Our endowment is 
currently at $1.3 million. The increase in the 
endowment over the last several years pro-
vides us with more money to run and support 
our organization. The interest from the en-
dowment is used to support our budget. The 
budget covers our regular business expenses, 
provides the salaries for several employees: 
executive director John Verrill, our accoun-
tant, the editors of the Chronicle and Shavings, 
and the newest addition to our staff, Lara Mill-
er, who is managing the membership duties 
and our social media accounts. For those of 
you on social media, have you noticed and en-
joyed the regular postings? In addition to staff, 
the endowment provides the cash for our re-
search grants and the ability to sponsor other 
organization’s programs such as the Colonial 
Williamsburg Working Wood in the 18th Cen-
tury Symposium and the timber frame class 
offered at Historic Eastfield this past summer. 
Increasing the endowment will provide more 
money to support our organization and to fur-
ther the mission of EAIA.

To that end we are running a “90 for 90” 
campaign. Simply stated that’s a 90 buck do-
nation to celebrate out 90th year. The goal is 
to raise $10,000 through the 90 for 90 cam-
paign. The endowment committee aspires to 
raise $10,000 a year for the next ten years to 
add $100,000 to the endowment for our cen-
tennial celebration. The membership renew-
al forms include a line for a $90 donation in 

support of our 90th year. We thank you in ad-
vance for your support.

Returning to the topic of writing articles 
for our publications, I mentioned in my last 
message that you primarily need a willingness 
to share your knowledge and research to write 
an article for inclusion in the Chronicle. I also 
want to note that our authors do not have to 
be a member of EAIA in order to submit ar-
ticles. If you happen to be at a presentation, 
visiting a friend or attending an event at a local 
historical society and you think the informa-
tion is interesting and relevant to the “tools 
and trades that created early America,” please 
ask the presenter, friend, or local historian if 
they might write an article for the Chronicle.

How to submit that article? I asked Sarah 
Thomas, our new Chronicle editor (who by the 
way has a short bio in this issue of Shavings) 
what the guidelines are and how to submit an 
article. Below is her response:

“It would be great if you could encourage 
folks to submit articles electronically to me at 
editor@eaiainfo.org. The other guidelines are 
about images: electronic images (highest-res-
olution jpegs or TIFFs) are preferred, and they 
must be at least 300 DPI resolution at 5ʺ × 7ʺ. 
Articles can be any length—they don’t have to 
be pages long. I love to see heavily illustrated 
articles. I’m happy to work with folks who have 
not published or written professionally be-
fore. Publishing in the Chronicle is a great way 
to get your work out to a dedicated group of 

Continued on Page 6
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From the Executive Director
by John Verrill

This has been a glorious fall here in Mary-
land. Lots of warm sunny days and as of 

November 1, we have had only one hard frost. 
The colors of the foliage have been spectacu-
lar. Toward the end of October, I drove north 
to York, Pennsylvania, to attend the fall an-
tique tool sale and auction presented by the 
Brown Auction company. It was certainly a 
beautiful drive to and from as the foliage was 
at its peak. When I arrived at the hotel the eve-
ning before the big tailgate tool sale, many of 
the tool dealers had already set up and were 
enjoying a few sales. I was greeted by some of 
our members and by Martin Donnelly, whose 
Avoca, New York, annual tool sale is one of the 
biggest in the country. I guess he was scouting 
for that special tool that early birds find! 

The tool sale on Friday found over 30 deal-
ers set up and selling to a small crowd before 
the auction preview in the afternoon. (Yes, I 
indulged in a few small finds myself!) The 
auction on Saturday was not very heavily at-
tended but the items in the auction were really 
great and many of them brought good prices. 
Like all auctions these days, absentee bidders 
scooped up many of the finds, it seems the way 
of the future I suppose, but I still like to see 
who attends and to listen to the call of the auc-
tioneer! All of the objects are delivered to the 
winning bidder by runners; EAIA members al-
ways help out here in exchange for a donation 
to the EAIA endowment by Jim Gering, the 
owner of Brown Auctions. This year’s runners 
were Denise and Rod Richer, Sally Fishburn, 

Terry Wakeman, Paul Van Pernis and me. We 
had a great time but were all exhausted from 
all that running!

The year 2023 will mark 90 years since the 
formation of the Early American Industries 
Association. Ninety years of existence of an 
organization is a great achievement, and is a 
testament to the interest of the members, the 
leadership provided by the EAIA board of di-
rectors, the many editors of the Chronicle and 
Shavings, and the many volunteers who have 
helped to produce wonderful annual meet-
ings. 

The very first Annual Meeting was at the 
Wiggins Old Tavern, at the Northampton Ho-
tel in Northampton, Massachusetts. The orga-
nizers first order of business was to produce a 
mission statement: To encourage the study and 
better understanding of early American industry 
in the home, in the shop, on the farm and on the 
sea. 

That mission remains with us even though 
the wording has changed a bit, but the spirit 
of those founders can still be found in our or-
ganization. The 90th anniversary challenge 
for 2023, is to encourage you, our members, 
to support the mission by donating $90 to the 
endowment in what our board is calling the 
“90 for 90” campaign. It is hoped that we can 
add $10,000 to the endowment and to contin-
ue that each year until EAIA reaches the cen-
tury mark in 2033! We hope you will support 
the campaign when you renew your member-
ship!

We are busily planning the 2023 Annual 
Meeting in Staunton, Virginia. We had origi-
nally planned to meet in Staunton in 2020, but 
it was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. We will have some great programming at 
the Virginia Museum of Frontier Culture, and 
tours and presentations at Thomas Jefferson’s 
home Monticello in Charlottesville. Mark the 
dates on your calendar, May 17–20, 2023, and 
look for a registration brochure in the mail in 
February.

The EAIA became a victim of a fraud 
scheme in mid-September; the result of fol-
lowing the instructions of an email purported-
ly from our PayPal account. By following the 
instructions from the alleged PayPal fraud de-
partment, our office was tricked into believing 
that our bank account had been over-credited 
in the amount of $40,000, and that it needed 
to be immediately refunded to PayPal. Believ-
ing that I was speaking with the fraud depart-
ment, I followed the prompt to refund the 
money to PayPal, only to discover that some-
how when releasing our banking information, 
the money had actually been illicitly trans-
ferred from the EAIA saving account. When I 
discovered the ruse, I immediately closed the 
accounts, contacted the bank fraud depart-
ment, the local police, and the EAIA Executive 
Committee. Although the bank closed the ac-
counts immediately, the money had already 
been transferred, resulting in its loss. Since 
that time we have worked with the bank, the 

Continued on Page 5
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EAIA News
Meet Dr. Sarah Thomas, Editor of  
the Chronicle

I’m the new editor of the Chronicle. I am an 
historian of early America, specializing in 

material culture and architectural history, as 
well as the history of slavery. I work as the As-
sociate Director of the Lemon Project: A Jour-
ney of Reconciliation. The Lemon Project is 
William & Mary’s attempt to reconcile wrongs 

against African Americans. The project’s goals 
are to research the history of the experiences 
of African Americans at William & Mary from 
1693 to the present, to make that research 
public, and to build bridges between the uni-
versity and African American communities. 

I have a master’s degree in architectur-
al history and historic preservation from the 
University of Virginia and a master’s and Ph.D. 
in history from William & Mary. I wrote my 
doctoral dissertation on the furniture and 
buildings of Shenandoah County, Virginia, fo-
cusing on the late eighteenth century through 
the antebellum period. In order to understand 

and write about furniture and the people who 
constructed it, I interned at the Anthony Hay 
Cabinetmaker’s Shop in Colonial Williams-
burg, where I learned the fundamentals of 
eighteenth-century woodworking. While I 
don’t have time to woodwork these days, I’m 
excited to get back into the world of early 
American craft, tools, trades, and the people 
who made all of it possible. I care deeply about 
writing history that is both accessible and in-
clusive, and I am passionate about telling sto-
ries about people and places that others have 
overlooked. I’m looking forward to working 
with you all on future articles for the Chronicle. 
I live with my husband Bill Pavlak, his son, and 
our beagle in Williamsburg, Virginia. You can 
reach me at editor@eaiainfo.org.

Membership Committee Recruitment

It’s my pleasure to have been appointed by 
the EAIA board to chair the Membership 

Committee. I hope this letter finds you well, 
that you are enjoying your membership in the 
EAIA, and feel that you are receiving good val-
ue from your membership. As we begin our 
90th year, we want to make sure that going 
forward our organization remains strong and 
vital in order to bring even more value to you. 
I can assure you that the board is working hard 
to improve and expand upon the high level of 
benefits that the EAIA has long brought to our 
membership.

From the Executive Director—from 
Page 4

police, the FBI and our insurance companies 
to try to recover the funds. Unfortunately 
we have learned that these very sophisticat-
ed scam artists are nearly impossible to find 
and prosecute. The bank will only cover fraud 
if it initiates a transfer and EAIA insurance 
policies currently in force did not cover in-
ternet fraud. At the recent EAIA board meet-
ing, new policies for monetary transfers were 
implemented, we have opted into additional 
insurance coverage, and I have been asked to 
review internet fraud methods and to educate 
myself in how best to protect our organization 
from any such fraud in the future. As you may 
imagine this has been a very difficult problem 
for both the EAIA and me. We all feel we are 
capable of avoiding such fraudulent activities, 
but the sophistication of the scammers has 
risen to a very high level, which means we all 
have to be wary of any financial transactions. 
We hope you will follow our lead and never re-
spond to a link in an email, to a telephone call 
requesting payment, or even a contact from 
your bank—be vigilant, be wary, and when in 
doubt do not act.

Please enjoy this issue of Shavings; we have 
a lot of member projects and events to share. 
We hope that if you have something to share 
you will let us know before the Winter issue 
comes out in February.

Continued on Next Page
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provement, it’s important that we are able to 
increase our membership by attracting new 
members, and making sure we retain our cur-
rent members. To succeed in this task, we 
need to develop and implement new plans. 
Since this committee has remained dormant 
over the past few years, we are presented with 
an opportunity to build upon the past with 
an infusion of new ideas, methods, and to ap-
ply these ideas with energy, utilizing new ap-
proaches alongside traditional approaches.

In that light, I’m appealing to you to take 
this opportunity to join our committee and to 
work with us to ensure the future of this fine 
organization. The world has changed greatly 
since it’s founding in 1933, and we need your 
involvement as we move forward. Many of you 
have had experience on committees of other 
organizations—please share your knowledge 
with us! We can learn from what you know. 
Even if you have not experienced working 
on membership before, you might have skills 
in management, administration, advertising, 
public relations, writing, designing, video pro-
duction, demonstration, and education. Please 
consider spending a little bit of your time to 
help us by joining the Membership Commit-
tee. We need your input and energy to develop 
ways to attract new members.

Your commitment won’t take up a huge 
amount of time. One Zoom meeting a month 
for an hour or so, and perhaps a little bit of 

homework is all it will take. Many hands make 
for a lighter load.

Please take a moment to reflect on this op-
portunity to help your organization, and step 
forward and join us in planning for the future 
to make the EAIA stronger in it’s 90th year. 
Working together, imagine the good we can 
accomplish!

If you are interested please contact me 
through email at marcsitkin@gmail.com

I look forward to hearing from you soon, 
and thank you for your consideration.

—Marc Sitkin  
Chair, Membership Committee 

Apply Now for 2023 Research Grants
Since 1979, the Early American Industries 

Association has awarded more than 100 re-
search grants to individuals and institutions 
for projects that promote the purpose and 
mission of the EAIA. The grants, which are 
awarded in amounts up to $3,000, may be used 
to supplement existing fellowships, scholar-
ships, or other forms of aid. Two grants were 
awarded in 2022. One grant went to Emily 
Whitted of Amherst, Massachusetts, to study 
Mending Sails in Early America: Sailcloth Repair 
in New England’s Maritime Industries. The other 
grant was awarded to Brett R Walker, of Ligo-
nier, Pennsylvania, for Shoemaker, Stick to Thy 
Last: The 18th Century Alliance of Woodworking 
& Leather Trades in the Making of Shoemakers 
Lasts.

The grant application is available on 
the EAIA website at https://eaiainfo.org/

research-grants/. The grant application and 
supplemental materials may be filled out and 
submitted online. The deadline for the 2023 
EAIA Research Grants program is March 15, 
2023. If further information is needed or there 
are questions about the program’s purpose, 
please contact Executive Director John Verrill 
at 703-967-9399 or email him at EAIA1933@
verizon.net. You may also email the Grants 
Committee Chair, Heidi Campbell-Shoaf at 
hcampbellshoaf@gmail.com.

The mission of the Early American Indus-
tries Association is: The Early American Indus-
tries Association, Inc. preserves and presents his-
toric trades, crafts, and tools, and interprets their 
impact on our lives.

President’s Message—from Page 3

people who care about early American trades 
and craft, including museum professionals, li-
brarians, tool enthusiasts, tradespeople, pres-
ervationists, historians, etc.”

Please contact Sarah if you have an article 
to share.

One last note, if you have been on the 
website recently you will have noticed some 
changes. The website was having issues. 
I’ve started thinking about the website as a 
not-quite-domesticated animal. You think it 
is trained and working and the next thing you 
know it’s chewing your slipper (metaphori-
cally!). Marc Sitkin has taken on maintaining 
the website to hopefully fix the latest crop of 
issues, to improve the overall users experience 
and just keep it working. We owe a huge thank 
you to Marc.

Continued from Previous Page
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Remembering Bill McMillen
Elton W. Hall

On Monday, October 24, Bill McMillen 
arrived at our house in Dartmouth, Massa-
chusetts, for a three-night visit. I’d told him 
I would provide oysters every evening and 
he could stay as long as he wanted. We had a 
great time together reminiscing about things 
we had done and places we had gone together. 
We went to a military museum, visited some 
mutual friends, and had some 
other friends come to dinner 
one night. On Thursday we 
hauled my ancient rowboat, 
which had been in the fam-
ily for 105 years, and took it 
to Wickford, Rhode Island, 
to give to another long-time 
but much younger friend and 
sometime EAIA member. 
Along the way we stopped 
at a wine and spirit store so 
that Bill could lay in a sup-
ply of Belhaven Scottish Ale, 
a particular favorite that he 
had been unable to find in his 
neighborhood. When the boat 
was back in the water, Bill, 
the friend who provided the 
truck to transport the boat, 
and I went down the road a 
short distance to a restaurant 
where we had a nice lunch. 

That finished we went our separate ways, Bill 
continuing west, bound for Glenmont, and I 
in the truck with the friend headed for Dart-
mouth. I watched as Bill disappeared around a 
corner, carrying with him a number of things 
for Eastfield including a bag of oyster shells to 
add to the kitchen midden. That was October 
24. One can imagine my shock, dismay, and 

sorrow when Bob Roemer called on Wednes-
day evening, November 9, less than two weeks 
after Bill’s visit, to tell me that Bill had died 
that afternoon.

As anyone even only slightly acquainted 
with Bill could readily see, he was a remark-
able man. He had everything necessary for be-
ing a good friend, worthy of love, admiration 

and respect. As one’s friendship 
progressed these characteristics 
continuously appeared in vari-
ous ways. Of particular interest 
to EAIA members and practi-
tioners of traditional mechanical 
arts was that he was a master of 
many trades. A partial list would 
include carpenter, joiner, timber 
framer, sash maker, panel mak-
er, cabinetmaker, stonemason, 
bricklayer, plasterer, painter 
stainer, marbleizer, glazer, slat-
er, tinsmith, and blacksmith. He 
worked with other materials as 
well and could perform conser-
vation and restoration on things 
of many different materials. Of 
all these skills, his particular spe-
cialty was tinsmithing. He was 
probably not only the leading au-
thority on the history of tinware 
in this country, but also the lead-
ing practitioner and teacher.

This leads to another of Bill’s 
qualities, he was a natural teach-
er, so thoroughly did he know the 
many trades that interested him, 

Bill McMillen in a happy mo-
ment on the Beer Tour, 2013. 
Photo by Jan Hall
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that he could talk about them easily and clear-
ly. He could explain everything and was one 
of those rare teachers who could talk and do 
at the same time, so that a student could see 
what Bill was describing simultaneously with 
listening to it. He was very patient and would 
go over a difficult point as many times as nec-
essary to see that the student or apprentice 
understood. He was always ready to share his 
immense fund of knowledge in any form from 
lecture, to demonstration, to workshop, to a 
casual conversation with anyone who showed 
a little interest.

An older relative of mine once comment-
ed during the course of a conversation on ed-
ucation that the person he most admired was 
the highly educated man [or woman] who had 
never seen the inside walls of a university. Bill 
was an example of that person. As far as I know, 
Bill did not complete high school, but he had 
a thorough knowledge of Anglo-American ma-
terial cultural history, which he had developed 
through his prodigious library, intellectual cu-
riosity, and conversations with experts in the 
various areas of his interest. Most scholars in 
material culture are pretty well versed in the 
study of objects. They know what things are, 
how and by whom they were made in gener-
al terms, and the cultural connotations of the 
objects in their fields of interest. Bill had all of 
that, but he also had something possessed by 
few academics. He knew not only how things 
were made, but more importantly how to 
make them. He had the mechanical skill to use 
the tools involved in the trades to produce the 
required results. Using a tool also requires the 
knowledge of the tool itself: how and why it 
was made and how to keep it tuned up for the 
best performance.

One cannot really discuss Bill without in-
cluding Judy. They were two parts of a unit. 
My first recollection of meeting them was at 
the 1995 Annual Meeting in Madison, Indiana, 
where the principal attraction was the Connor 
Prairie Museum. Kathy Fox and I had flown to 
Indianapolis and proceeded south in a rented 
car, stopping at antiques stores along the way. 
When we arrived at the hotel, I was intro-
duced to the McMillens and soon learned that 
Bill was a tinsmith. I described a tinsmith’s 
tool I had seen at one of the shops. Bill asked 
me where. I described it as well as I could. The 
McMillens got right into their car and drove 
off. An hour or so later they returned, and Bill 
had the machine in his hand, well pleased with 
his purchase. Thus our friendship began.

In 1997 we resumed the annual tool tours 
to England. With the assistance of Mark and 
Jane Rees and other English members we 
organized a tour that began with the David 
Stanley auction then looped counterclockwise 
down through the Cotswolds to Bath, where 
we were entertained by the Reeses, then east 
to Chichester, and back to London. Bill and 
Judy participated in that tour and almost all 
the rest of them until my retirement. It was 
soon obvious that they were excellent trav-
eling companions. They were interested in 
everything, and had something worthwhile 
to say about most of it. I remember our vis-
it to the Museum of the History of Science 
at Oxford University. As we stepped into the 
main exhibition room, Bill blurted out, “I’ve 
died and gone to heaven.” Nor was their en-
thusiasm limited to the museums. The many 
pubs with their varieties of cask conditioned 
ale on the hand pump were equally attractive 
to us. Bill was very keen on that and generous 

in standing me to many pints. More seriously, 
however, I learned that staying close to Bill as 
we toured around was very much worthwhile, 
because he knew how to read buildings. He 
could look at a 17th century structure, for ex-
ample, and point out the signs that told about 
the history of the building, what changes had 
been made to it over the years and so forth. 
On all the subsequent tours, I paid as much 
attention to him as I could.

Sometime about 1999 I saw a magazine 
article about Eastfield Village, in East Nassau, 
New York. Perhaps it was Linda Stanton who 
sent it to me, as she had participated in one of 
their workshops. I probably learned from her 
that Bill and Judy were deeply involved. Want-
ing to know more about it, I contacted Bill, 
and we arranged a visit for me while he was 
teaching a workshop. After looking around 
the village and the layout, it struck me as be-
ing something like a one-man Old Sturbridge 
Village. While it lacked the sights and smells of 
farm animals, it was in a way more authentic 
than OSV because everything was in various 
states of condition. Some buildings were well 
kept up, others were obviously in need of re-
pair, and activity was in progress all over the 
place. Unlike OSV where the grounds were 
all pristine and well-manicured to please the 
tourists, things were relatively rough as one 
might expect in a 19th century country village. 
Bill, Judy, and I met with our fellow member 
Don Carpentier, the founder and owner of the 
village, and spoke for some time about ways 
in which the EAIA and Eastfield might coop-
erate. The two organizations seemed to me to 
be natural partners. The result of that meet-
ing was the first in what became an annual 
event, The EAIA-Eastfield program, in which 
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participants would come for 
six days of day-long workshops 
in a variety of trades. Bill, Judy, 
and I worked out the details of 
the program. During that week 
in July 2000, Bill taught three 
workshops and Judy taught 
one, as well as putting on two 
tavern dinners for all hands. 
Judy and I handled the ad-
ministrative duties, and I was 
responsible for six lunches for 
all hands. The more adventur-
ous participants lived in village 
buildings without plumbing or 
electricity, while the more cau-
tious or hygienically inclined 
retreated to local motels. The 
program seemed to me to rep-
resent the epitome of EAIA purpose: a group 
of like minded people got together to engage 
in an educational and constructive program, 
learn to do several things, and have plenty of 
time to eat, drink, and socialize with one an-
other. One point that particularly pleased me 
was that Don Carpentier taught a program in 
slate roofing through which we put a new slate 
roof on a three adult and one child holed privy. 
Thus we left the village improved for our hav-
ing been there. That first event produced such 
enthusiasm that we continued it for many 
successive years. Bill was never one to sound 
his own trumpet, but over the years I came to 
appreciate the extent to which he provided the 
brains and muscle to bring that village to the 
state it is in today. He was devoted to it and 
worked for it literally until the day he died.

The EAIA Annual Meetings were always a 
great time to get together with Bill and Judy. 

They were always full participants, contribut-
ing in as many ways as possible to the success 
of the events. When we began the tailgating 
sessions, I always tried to set up next to him to 
get his advice on pricing the things I hoped to 
sell. There were always friends hanging around 
his tables, and when the time reached “beer 
o’clock,” we were always ready to provide for 
one another. We tried, when convenient, to go 
on the same tours and be in the same groups 
so that we could carry on the conversation, 
and I could benefit from the extended tutorial. 
Bill had a great interest in single malt Scotch, 
and came to the meetings amply supplied. At 
the end of a long day, when most were calling 
it one, a number of friends gathered in the 
McMillens’ hotel room for “a wee dram.” We 
used to call it “The Club McMillen.”

As mentioned before, Bill and Judy partici-
pated in most of the tool tours, as did Ken and 
Carol Culnan. One year the Culnans were un-

decided as to whether they would go. 
Bill said if they came he would pick up 
their bar tab. They came. We would 
arrive in a pub and begin placing our 
orders, a couple of times Ken would 
call out to me, “Hey, Toby, can I buy 
you a pint?” Of course I would accept 
and another pint was added to Bill’s 
tab. Bill, of course, laughed as much 
as the rest of us. Following my retire-
ment, which brought an end to the 
tool tours, we missed them. In 2013 
we decided to do something about it, 

so the McMillens, Culnans, and Halls together 
with Hal and Donna Logan, who had also been 
on several tours, decided to have one more 
tour: the Beer Tour. Hal being a particularly 
knowledgeable fan of cask conditioned ale, 
worked out the itinerary and engaged Chrissy 
Hoodith, who had been our courier on many 
of the tool tours, to take care of the details and 
accompany us to four breweries and many 
other attractions including tools and gardens. 
Bill was in his element as shown by a photo-
graph Jan took of him at a particularly happy 
moment.

Last summer, Bill and I finally did some-
thing we had spoken of for several years: an 
architectural tour of the Hudson Valley. On a 
Wednesday in June, I drove to Eastfield, where 
I found Bill, Peter Forward, and Greg Joly in 
the tavern just finishing lunch. Bill showed 
me all the progress they had made in restor-

EAIA Tool Tour 2005: (left to right) 
Judy and Billy McMillen and Jan and 
Toby Hall at Ely Cathedral. Bill is pho-
tographing the magnificent vaults. Pho-
to by Donna Logan.
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0 ing the tavern since I had last been there. It 
was indeed impressive. Bill then went back to 
work on mixing a gallon of old lead paint that 
had been stored away for decades. The lead 
had completely separated from the linseed oil 
and was very difficult to move. When he had 
enough of that, we returned to the tavern and 
spent the rest of the afternoon scraping paint 
off the back wall. In the evening we went to 
the English Pub in Albany, where Peter joined 
us for a glass of good dark ale and bangers and 
mash, with the music of a lively group of Irish 
folk musicians in the background. When we 
returned to Bill’s house he showed me a re-
markable corner cupboard he had built for a 
corner of his dining room. It was all pine, elab-
orately grained and decorated. Naturally, it 
was loaded with collections. He then took me 
down to the cellar and showed me the beauti-
ful boxes he was making of cherry with brass 
mounts for Judy’s and eventually his own ash-
es. Back in the kitchen, we concluded the day 
with a round of single malt.

The next morning we drove north to Fort 
Ticonderoga. I had not been there since I was 
a young camper in 1952. Bill gave me a tour 
the likes of which I would never have received 
from a guide. He had been involved for a long 
time in restoration projects, and in making re-
production tinware for the exhibits. He point-
ed out things that had been done wrong, what 
had been done in some cases to correct the 

errors, and more recent restorations that were 
correct. He had a lot to say about the magnif-
icent collection of 18th century artillery. After 
lunch we went down to the waterfront and 
looked at a boat shop where a bateau was un-
der construction. A member of the staff spot-
ted Bill and came over to chat. He said that if 
we would like to go on the boat tour out on 
Lake George, he would get us on the next de-
parture at no charge. We went and enjoyed it. 
When that was through, we drove south along 
the west side of the lake until we reached the 
town of St. George. There we got back on In-
terstate 87 and proceeded directly to the Alba-
ny Oyster and Ale House, where we each had 
a dozen accompanied by a nice dark brown 
ale. Bill requested a box for the oyster shells, 
which he would take back to Eastfield to add 
to the kitchen midden. Upon returning home, 
we concluded a fine day with the usual dram.

On Friday morning, after a cup of coffee, 
Bill proposed we go out for breakfast to a 
place that he and Judy liked very much, then 
proceed south on our planned day of archi-
tectural sightseeing. The Mid Way Café was 
small, simple, and nice with a surprisingly 
large breakfast menu. I chose a “short” French 
toast and bacon. Bill had the same adding two 
fried eggs. There were only a few others in the 
café, all of whom were very stout, as were the 
waitresses. We decided that was a favorable 
endorsement, assuming they were regulars. 

After a leisurely breakfast, we went to a near-
by Dutch gambrel-roof house dated 1746 that 
belonged to the Teneyke family, then proceed-
ed downstream to another house dated 1701. 
We continued on down the valley looking 
at house after house, some of which Bill had 
worked on. He explained that they liked to 
build along good streams to ensure a supply of 
water, and villages were formed around suit-
able landing places so that the farmers could 
get their produce aboard boats to ship north 
or south. We continued south through one vil-
lage after another, about which Bill provided a 
steady stream of information until we reached 
Catskill. There we had lunch then crossed the 
Rip Van Winkle Bridge to Hudson to visit Ola-
na, Frederick Church’s Moorish-style man-
sion. We returned up the east side of the valley 
along which Bill provided historical notes as 
he had going down. That evening we went to 
an Indian restaurant that he and Judy patron-
ized often. The owner came over to greet Bill, 
and asked what we would like. After a glance 
at the menu, Bill said, “Just bring us what Judy 
usually ordered.” He did. It was good.

These anecdotes offer a few glimpses into 
the kind of friend Bill was, always amiable, al-
ways cheerful, and always generous. You may 
see how grateful we were to have had that last 
visit with him, and how sad we are to have 
learned it was the last.
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1 News from our Members
An Unusual Chamfer End Feature

A few years back I purchased a molding 
plane through an online auction. Its 

style has the characteristics of an 18th centu-
ry plane: body length of 101/8ʺ, flat chamfers, 
un-sprung, and rounded wedge finial. From 
the auction photos it appeared there could be 
a maker’s mark. Upon arrival I examined the 
plane and sure enough the mark on the toe is 
that of P. HACHENBERG. I reported the new 
maker’s mark along with additional informa-
tion I was able to find online. This information 
is listed in A Guide to the Makers of American 
Wooden Planes (GAWP-5).

As exciting as it was to find a new maker’s 
mark, what really grabbed my attention was 
the unusual feature between the chamfer turn 
out and the shoulder on the planes right side. 
This feature is a vertical space approximately 
1/4ʺ in length. I didn’t recall seeing this unusual 
feature before. I searched through my collec-

tion of American and British planes, and not 
one had this feature. Next, I searched my un-
marked planes and sure enough there was one 
plane that not only has this feature but is simi-
lar in appearance to the Hachenberg plane. My 
first thought was this was a regional feature, 
since both planes were purchased from rural 
Pennsylvania locations. That was not to be the 
case.

I began searching for other planes, and I 
have acquired four other examples over sev-
eral years. Three are unmarked and one is 
marked by the American maker S. KING, 
who was possibly located in Maine. In addi-
tion, two planes by T. WATERMAN of Wal-
doboro, Maine, have surfaced on Facebook’s 
Rhykenology Group. This past summer I had 
the fortune of finding another P. Hachenberg 
plane at a local Florida tool meet. It too has 
the same vertical space as the others.

Frankly this vertical space between the 
chamfer turnout and the shoulder has me 
puzzled. I don’t see any purpose for it, not in 
the construction of the plane or its decoration. 

It remains a mystery at this point. f anyone has 
information or an example in their collection 
please contact me, I’d like to hear from you.  I 
can be reached at wpcb9@aol.com or 352-874-
3283. Thank you.

—Bill Bilancio

Eric Sloane Museum Hosts Hewing 
Workshop

On Saturday, October 15th, the Eric Sloane 
Museum hosted How to Hew, an intro-

ductory workshop for traditional log hewing. 
The class is part of its hands-on workshop se-
ries designed to preserve and promote tradi-
tional skills and crafts. The course was taught 
by preservation carpenter and EAIA member 
Nevan Carling and attended by several ded-
icated students, including furniture maker 
and EAIA member Sharon C. Mehrman. The 
students worked together as they learned the 
basics of timber selection and beam layout us-
ing chalk lines, measuring tapes, and squares. 
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Once they had the desired beam dimensions 
marked, each student was tasked with turning 
the round log into a finished hewn beam.

While standing atop the timber, students 
worked with felling axes to cut deep vertical 
cuts into the face of the log, creating 6ʺ to 8ʺ 
sections along its length, using the previous-
ly marked chalk lines as depth guides. Next, 
standing alongside the beam, students used 
the axe along the length of the log to remove 
the excess material, leaving a rough outline of 
the beam’s side. Antique broadaxes were then 
used alongside the log to smooth the rough 
face of the beam, all the while ensuring the 
work remained square and fit the desired di-
mensions. The process was then repeated an-
other three times until all sides of the timber 

were smooth and squared. The class proved 
a great success and received wonderful feed-
back from the students.

The museum plans to offer this class again 
in 2023 as part of the continuing workshop 
series. If you are interested in attending any 
of the classes or have any questions, please 
feel free to send an email to andrew.rowand@
ct.gov. Be sure to sign up for the Eric Sloane 
Museum Newsletter to keep up to date with 
future course announcements and other 
events at the museum.

—Andrew Rowand

The Sylvester House 
Have you ever felt excited to go to work, 

and in fact, had so much fun, you just could 
hardly wait to go back the next day? This is my 
life in preservation carpentry.

Last year, I had an opportunity to help 
a family turn an old attached barn into 
much-needed living space. The space up for 
remodel/restoration is presumed to be the 
original home on the property, dating to the 
late-18th century. Sometime in the early 19th 
century, the small, 13ʹ 8ʺ × 18ʹ 5ʺ timber-framed 
structure was moved up from the lower field 
and attached to the main home. The builder 
who did the work left a four-foot space be-
tween the structures and closed it in, as well 
as constructing a four-foot deep lean-to on 
the backside to add a privy; a three seater with  
one toddler seat and two adult seats.

While the exact use of the added space is 
speculative, it is believed to have been used as 
a workshop and wood storage, and also had a 
partitioned privy. Later, after installation of a 

coal burning furnace, part of it was used as the 
coal room.

We had a lot of work ahead of us.
The client and I loved that inside the un-

finished shell of the shed, the privy was actu-
ally a relatively elegant space with a plastered 
barrel ceiling and beaded tongue-and-groove 
board walls. These details absolutely had to 
be recreated in the new space somehow. We 
decided to curve the ceiling along the whole 
back wall between the old timber frame and 
the back wall (the added 4ʹ lean-to) with the 
exception of the two closets. The original 
three-seater privy was updated into a more 

Nevan Carling watches as Sharon Mehrman 
practices hewing a timber.

The Sylvester house today.  The house was 
built in 1811, and is located in Hanover,  Mas-
sachusetts. The shutters are undergoing res-
toration.
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3 modern and accommodating bathroom with a 
sink, shower, and flushable toilet.

The partition between the new bathroom 
and main living space is a built up board wall 
consisting vertical 3/4ʺ pine tongue and groove 
boards of varying widths over a 2×4 frame 
housing the plumbing, electrical, and pocket 
door. I planed and beaded the boards by hand. 
The closets were constructed much the same 
way, minus the 2×4 framing. They flanked a 
large custom-built reclaimed window which 
created a little nook perfect for a cozy chair 
and a good book, and called for built-in book-
shelves on each side of the window. With min-
imal space to work with, the bookshelves also 
served as walls for each of the closets.

The bookshelves were constructed with 
poplar for a bit more durability. All of this was 
hand planed and beaded as well. My Windsor 
beader was used to bead the curved top rail of 
the face frame. The visual texture and physical 
feel of a truly hand planed surface cannot be 
accomplished any other way.

We salvaged and used the original board 
wall from the privy under the new window 
and I was able to take out the old privy door 
and frame to reuse for one of the closets. The 
homeowner wanted to match the matte army 
green finish. She mixed what seemed like hun-
dreds of different milk paint colors to finally 
find the right formula. For a bit of change she 
painted the bathroom wall a complimenting 
blue, and rubbed a finishing wax over all of the 
milk paint.

—Nathan Goodwin 
Preservation Carpenter 

Weymouth, MA

A Collection of Tape Measures
In the mid-1960s I began to collect old 

woodworking tools, mainly Stanley planes, 
but also hammers, levels, squares, screw driv-
ers, chisels, and rulers. Nothing was safe!

Fast forward to the early 1990s when, after 
retiring, Helen and I realized that we just could 
not live in three different places. We decided 
to spend winters in Florida and summers on 
Cape Cod. This meant selling our home in 
Connecticut, which had a sizable accumula-
tion of Stanley, Sargent, and other Connecti-
cut-made tools in the basement.

Roger Smith did an appraisal before I do-
nated most of them to the Connecticut His-
tory Museum in Hartford. Because my disease 
is pervasive and incurable, with no vaccine 
in sight at the time (or now for that matter), 
and with Helen’s patient oversight, I decided 
to focus on collecting tape measures. Why? 
Because they are small, easy to display, made 
in a variety of sizes, colors, and shapes, by nu-
merous manufacturers in different countries, 
and there seemed to be a lot of them around 
at reasonable prices. As time passed, a lot of 
tapes came my way from friends and family, 
including some three footers with key rings.

Pictured below are several keepers, most 
made by Stanley for advertising. The top left 
was created by our “Kids” (Jill, Judi, and Marc) 
as mementos for guests at our 50th anniversa-
ry party that they hosted in 2001. It is appro-
priately inscribed “OUR LOVE KNOWS NO 
MEASURE”—romantic and still true! Only 
100 were made and I don’t see any in circula-
tion— that makes it rare.

The top row middle tape advertises, “Jacob 
Brothers Cabinetmakers” with a telephone 
number without an area code. It is heavier 

The boards under the window came from the 
old privy wall and the green board door (left) is 
the original privy door
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than all other models I have and features both 
metric and inch scales on a Mylar tape. I think, 
but am not absolutely sure, that Walter Jacobs 
gave it to me when we had display tables at the 
EAIA Annual Meeting in Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania a few years ago.

The University of Miami tape is notable 
for including a small usable level on the tool 
but no manufacturer’s name. The lady bug 
tape was made by Stanley in France with a 
yellow, metric-only tape. The M-WTCA Mem-
phis 1980 tape is a gift from our leader, George 
Wanamaker, who knows more about my col-
lection than I do. I also made that cute little 
display case!

Note: Irwin has been a member of EAIA since 
1967!

—Irwin Sitkin 
Chatham, MA & Aventura, FL

The House by Hand Project
It is with a heavy heart—and sore hands—

that Joshua Klein, Mike Updegraff, and I wrap 
up the first stage of the House By Hand proj-
ect. We began in June, shortly after I arrived 
back in the United States after finishing my 
degree in Archaeology and Heritage Manage-
ment at the University of York in the U.K. The 
cool June weeks of Down-east Maine in which 
we cataloged, sorted, and prioritized timbers 
in need of preservation gave way to hotter July 
days where we began to make sawdust and 
wood chips. 

Of the two buildings that will be rehabil-
itated into the Klein’s new (old) homes, we 
first set to work on the early 19th century 
scribe-rule barn. After our regime of repairs 
had been created, we first had to lay out the 
new sill system on which we could re-scribe 
the building (photo below). Once this step 

was complete, we had a literal base of oper-
ations from which to work. A number of mi-
nor modifications were made to the barn, the 
most drastic of which was losing a gable bent. 
The bent in question was far too deteriorated, 
and rather than sourcing antique timbers with 

which we could replace the bent, the decision 
was made to shorten the building to two bays. 
This allowed the fabric of the building to re-
main consistent and provided us with ample 
material to reuse throughout the structure 
(photo below). The other modification the 
building underwent was a slight lowering, as 

the sill damage had rotted out the stub tenons, 
it was decided that we would shorten the post 
height of the building. This was easily accom-
plished as the sills were new stock anyway and 
we could simply scribe the posts to their new 
height and location at the same time (photo 
above). 
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5 The barn is a particularly great example 
of a late scribe-rule building in New England. 
All the characteristics that lend itself to its 
English timber framing precedents are pres-
ent, including the lapped dovetails at the wall 
plate/tie beam connection, its original 30×40 
footprint, and its principal rafter and purlin 
construction. However, this building has one 
major curiosity: it does not utilize jowl posts! 
For me, as a buildings archaeologist, the only 
reasonable conclusion I can come to about 
this design choice is that the building sits at 
the cusp of a major transition in the practice 
of timber framing in New England. Thus, the 
barn is an important artifact that showcases 
in its construction both where we as New En-

glanders came from, and where we would go 
as we carved out a new identity for ourselves 
during the 19th century. 

The most interesting part of this project 
by far is in the title: House by Hand. I may 
make an addendum and re-title it House by 
Hand-Tools, as the entire rehabilitation is be-
ing done almost completely with hand-tools. 
This includes hewing a new joist system (in 
this particular building), re-cutting all the join-
ery with period correct tools, 
and completing our repairs with 
only hand tools. The one excep-
tion in this procedure is when a 
repair requires a plunge cut for 
a board repair (left column, bot-
tom), which is of course more 
easily achieved with a circular 
saw. Otherwise, we are attempt-
ing to keep the integrity of both 
buildings through the use of the 
tools and techniques with which 
they were originally construct-
ed. Thanks to Joshua and Mike’s 
willingness to have me on; this 
project has acted as a proving 
ground for the hand-tool ori-
ented approach I hope to make 
my preservation timber fram-
ing career with. The proof is in 
the pudding, and I can say with 
great pride that it has been a 
success (right column, bottom)! 

The next phase of the proj-
ect will begin in the Spring as 
the temperature climbs back 
up to habitable in Maine as we 
rehabilitate the late 18th centu-
ry Ebenezer Jordan homestead, 

which will be the main building the Kleins will 
live in. You can follow along with this project 
on both Joshua Klein’s blog (https://www.
mortiseandtenonmag.com/pages/house-by-
hand) and my Instagram @Little_King_Tim-
ber_Works_ along with the other various proj-
ects I am involved with across New England.

—Nevan Carling
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6 We Welcome New 
Members
We wish to express our thanks and extend a warm wel-

come to these members who have joined since last 
fall. Your interest and support is very much appreciated.

Eric Benson, Clements, MD
Christopher Brown, 

Wichita, KS
Joe Chadwick, Branford, 

CT
Ben Clarkson, Holliston, 

MA
Duane Clocker, Bolton, MA
Mark Davidson, Holliston, 

MA
Kate Dimancescu, Concord, 

MA
Bob Frishman, Andover, 

MA
Nathan Goodwin, 

Weymouth, MA
Taylor Hansen, Eden Mills, 

Ontario, CA
Scott Henkemeyer, 

Holdingford, MN
Terry Heslin, Loogootee, IN
Elaine Johnson, Holden, 

MA
Stuart Kinne, Hudson, NY
Brett Lance, Blossvale, NY

Daniel Lonce, Perryopolis, 
PA

Stephen Marshall, 
Coventry, CT

Richard Nelson, Pen Argyl, 
PA

Amy Perl, Edwardsville, IL
Walt Primrose, Ashaway, RI
Rebecca Ranta, East 

Hardwick, VT
John Schneider, Villa Hills, 

KY
Leland Smith, Thurmont, 

MD
Gregg Tarantino, Ward, CO
Sarah Thomas, 

Williamsburg, VA
Ernst Tuenge, Catawissa, 

MO
Thomas Vitanza & Rebecca 

L. Stevens, Montgomery 
Village, MD

Tom Willett, Worcester, 
MA

Thom Wolfe, Round Rock, 
TX

Leonard Bailey and his Woodworking Tools 
by Paul Van Pernis & John G. Wells

This book covers the 32 year period in Bailey’s life between 
1852, when he began inventing, making and selling wood-
working tools in Winchester, MA, through his years at the 
Stanley Rule & Level Company (1869-1874) and ends when he 
worked in Hartford, CT and sold his Victor Tool Business to 
Stanley Rule and Level Company.

Holiday Shopping made easy: https://eaiainfo.org/store/
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7 Advertise in Shavings
ADVERTISING: Contact Editor Dan Miller, 315-

777-7007; E-mail: dan@dragonflycanoe.com (Sub-
ject Line: Shavings Ad); or mail to EAIA, P.O. Box 524,  
Hebron, MD 21830. 

Display Ads

Full Page (9.875"h x 7.5"w): $175
Half Page (4.75"h x 7.5"w: $110
Quarter Page (2.375"h x 7.5"w or 3.625"h x 5"w): $60
Business Card (2"h x 3.5"w): $35

20% discount on three or more display ads for 
members. Ads do not need to run consecutively to re-
ceive the discount. Display ads are published in full color 
in the electronic version of Shavings. Advertisers may also 
add links from the ad to Web pages or e-mail addresses.

Classified Ads

25 words or less—$4.00; 15¢ per word thereafter. Box 
around the ad—35¢ (A word is anything with a space on 
both sides of it.) Please make checks payable to EAIA. 
(Non-Members add 20% per ad for either display or clas-
sified ad.) 

Please take note!
The deadline for the  

Fall issue of Shavings is  
January 9!

Please submit articles, events, classified ads  
and display ads to:  

Dan Miller (dan@dragonflycanoe.com) or  
John Verrill (eaia1933@verizon.net)

by this date!

Always Buying Always Selling

Pete Niederberger
Used and Antique Tools and  

Parts for Same
Mail Order
415-924-8403

Call Me and Come To The Shop
pniederber@aol.com



www.mjdauctions.com * mjd@mjdauctions.com * (800) 869-0695

Martin J. Donnelly Auctions

First Tuesday and Wednesday Online Only Auctions
Spring 2023

All Auctions Begin at 7:01 P.M. Eastern Time
Timed Auctions with 2 Lots Closing Every Minute

Tuesday and Wednesday, January 3 & 4
Tuesday and Wednesday, February 7 & 8

Tuesday and Wednesday, March 7 & 8
Tuesday and Wednesday, April 4 & 5

Now accepting consignments for our 2023 auctions.  

Martin J. Donnelly Antique Tools
5223 County Road 8 * Avoca, NY 14809 * (800) 869-0695

mjd@mjdauctions.com * www.mjdauctions.com

Setting a New Standard
in the World of Antique Tools since 1983
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