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President’s Message
by Dana Shoaf 

After a cold January and early February (cold 
by Maryland standards, not by Van Pernis 

Wisconsin-white-out standards), it’s turned 
pleasant enough for me to take a daily walk, 
and I’ve just started to hear the red-winged 
blackbirds that nest in the marshy area down 
the road.

They are busy talking to each other in their 
unique language, setting up nests, and getting 
ready to settle down for the upcoming season.

They made me think about how we all com-
municate in our unique language. Instead of 
chirps and warbles, we casually throw around 
terms like “tape looms,” “forkstaff planes,” 
“undershot wheels,” and “muntin,” that would 
be as perplexing as a bird call to many “outsid-
ers.” But to be in the company of those who un-
derstand such terms is a comfort to us.

The world is chaotic right now, and it seems 
like it has been that way for a while. In times 
like these, the EAIA gives us a group in which 
we can speak our own language, enjoy good 
company, and a break from the real world.

Our ability to communicate with each oth-
er has gotten a lot better with the advent of 
the new web site. Have you checked it out yet? 
Please do so! A lot of time and effort went into 
it. It has a few bugs—or at least it does as I write 
this—but that can be expected, and they are 
getting fixed as quickly as we find them.

Also, Executive Director John Verrill (ably 
helped by Lara Miller—read more about her on 
page 7) tells me that renewals and memberships 
have been coming in strong. That’s another way 

that you all are communicating and letting us 
know your love for the EAIA.

And each day that passes, as the crocus-
es push up,and the blackbirds sing, brings us 
closer to our Maine meeting. I am so looking 
forward to seeing everyone, speaking our lan-
guage, and getting a comfortable break.

On the EAIA Blog
Don’t miss the recent posts to the 

EAIA Blog!
 Ƚ Coes Wrenches—February 9
 Ƚ Nail Headers—January 28
 Ƚ Stanley Trammel Points—

January 11
 Ƚ Interesting Locks—January 6
 Ƚ Spruce Oil—December 30
 Ƚ The Adam Finger High 

Chair—December 23
 Ƚ Luigi Nessi: A Tribute To 

A Great Collector And A 
Remarkable Collection—
December 2

 Ƚ ‘Pianos Of His Own 
Manufacture’ – Wesley 
Whitaker, Raleigh, N.c., 1788-
1858—December 16

 Ƚ When Gloversville Gloved 
America—December 9

 Ƚ Some Nineteenth-Century 
Notables—November 18

Whatsit?

Recently Cara Burton 
of Parksley, Virgin-

ia, posted this photo on 
the EAIA Facebook page. 
She asked if anyone knew 
what it was, explaining it 
had been found in a long-
closed bank building in 
town. It is made from 
copper, is 27ʺ long, 71/2ʺ 
in diameter at the large 
end, and 3ʺ in diameter at 
the small end. The tube 
is hollow and there is a 
fan at the large end.  We 
had lots of great guess-
es, from torch to clothes dryer vent. Look at 
the photo here, make a guess and then scroll 
down to the answer.

Warning! Read above first!
This is a bank vault ventilator patented in 1928 by the O. 
B. McClintock, Co., patent #1666519. Because vaults were 
mostly airtight, this fan could be turned on from inside the 
vault to provide fresh air. It is an electric fan. Since this one 
was found in an old bank it is assumed it once was part of the 
vault. Thanks Cara Burton for challenging us!
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From the Executive Director
by John Verrill

As I sit here in my office on Valentine’s Day, 
it is very cold outside and there is a light 

coating of snow on the ground. Just a couple 
of days ago it was 65 degrees and I was able to 
change the brake pads on my car in my shirt-
sleeves. They say February is fickle, this year 
has proven that old adage as the temperature 
has gone up and down and we have had rain, 
sleet, ice, and snow. But February’s fickleness 
and lengthening days remind us that there is 
warm weather in the future, I am planning 
on it as your board and staff finishes all the 
planning for the Annual Meeting in Mid-Coast 
Maine, May 18–21. If you haven’t registered, 
we sure hope you will as we have missed the 
camaraderie of meeting together and explor-
ing the tools, trades, and crafts that built our 
nation. Here is the link to registration: https://
eaiainfo.org/annual-meetings/

We have been busy this winter. One of 
the highlights was the EAIA sponsorship of 
the Colonial Williamsburg “Working Wood in 
the 18th Century” symposium last month. We 
joined forces with the Society of American Pe-
riod Furniture Makers as lead sponsors. It was 
a great symposium even though it had to be 
held virtually because of a spike in Covid. The 
presenters were members of the Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Historic Trades Staff and did a won-
derful job. Our President, Dana Shoaf, made 
a great video that was used to introduce each 
session; he certainly represented the EAIA 
very well.

In our quest to introduce more people to 
the EAIA, we have also agreed to sponsor the 
Dublin Seminar for New England Folklife that 
is put on by Historic Deerfield in Deerfield, 
Massachusetts. This seminar has been pre-
sented since 1976. The theme for this year’s 
seminar is “Tools & Toolmaking in New En-
gland,” and will be held at Historic Deerfield 
on June 24–25, 2022. Our board feels that 
this is an opportunity to expand our base and 
hopefully to find new sources for interesting 
articles in the Chronicle.

On the education front, the EAIA will un-
derwrite one summer class in timber framing 
in 2022 at Historic Eastfield Village in East 
Nassau, NY. Many members may recall our 
sampler of historic trades that EAIA present-
ed at Eastfield for many years. We hope that 
this will be the beginning of a new opportunity 
to work with Eastfield in practical traditional 
trade classes each summer.

We are sad to announce that our editor of 
the Chronicle, Megan Fitzpatrick, has accepted 
a full time editing position at Lost Art Press 
a publisher of woodworking books located in 
Kentucky, and after the next issue she will no 
longer be editor. We are very grateful for the 
job that Megan has done for the Chronicle and 
hope that we are able to fill the position with 
someone who can carry on the excellent tradi-
tions of our premier publication. If you have 
someone in mind who would like to interview 
for the position, please contact me at 703-967-
9399 or email eaia1933@verizon.net.

In other news, we have hired Lara Miller 
to be our part-time membership coordinator. 
She came on board in December and is already 
helping us to become more organized in our 
responses to the membership.

It would be remiss of me to not say to 
you in closing; “please register for the annu-
al meeting in Maine, it is going to be a great 
time in a great place, so don’t delay, register 
today!”

Chronicle Editor to leave the EAIA
It is with sadness that we announce 

that Megan Fitzpatrick is leaving her po-
sition as Editor of the Chronicle. She has 
accepted a full time position with Lost 
Art Press in Kentucky. She brought a lot 
of energy to the Chronicle and helped us to 
keep on schedule. Authors found her to be 
very helpful in preparing articles, with lots 
of guidance on form and function. Megan 
will leave her post when a new editor is 
hired, so she will continue to edit the up-
coming issue.

A search for a new editor is commenc-
ing. We ask our members for assistance 
in spreading the word, as it is your jour-
nal and one of our most important assets. 
Please contact me with any suggestions or 
questions that you may have in this regard.

John H. Verrill
eaia1933@verizon.net
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Mid-Coast Maine is the place to be this May 18–21

Meeting brochures were mailed early 
February and all the information is also 

available online so you can register with paper 
or pixels. We will be able to enjoy the historic 
sites of mid-coast Maine before the summer 
crowds arrive, starting from our lovely host 
hotel, Hilton Garden Inn in Freeport and its 
spacious patio and meeting rooms.

Wednesday afternoon we start with our 
traditional tailgating and registration, a great 
time to catch up with our friends we haven’t 
been able to see for so long.

Thursday, May 20, we spend the day at the 
Maine Maritime Museum with guided tours of 
its 20-acre campus, a boat ride, and plenty of 
time to explore on your own. We will have a 
catered lunch at the waterfront pavilion.

Thursday evening enjoy our ice cream so-
cial on the patio of our host hotel followed by 
the traditional Whatsit session in the restored 
Old Town Hall that was moved to its new 
home at the Hilton. Be sure to bring a Whatsit 
to share in the fun.

Friday, May 21, we will explore the mu-
seums, historic homes, and other intriguing 
sites in the surrounding towns of rural Maine. 
Many of the small museums and homes do 
not normally open until June, but we have 
made arrangements with some of them to be 

open for us and provide docent-guided tours. 
Space is limited at some sites, but there will 
be several scheduled times during the day for 
group visits. Some of the homes are limited to 
groups of 10–12 at a time, but will still be able 
to accommodate most of us throughout the 
day. It’s not possible to squeeze all the events 
into one day, so keep in mind how long to al-
low for your choices:

• Maine’s First Ship: one hour
• Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington 

Railway: 1–3 pm. (One trip.)
• 1754 Chapman-Hall House, Dam-

ariscotta, and 1811 Lincoln County 
Museum and Old Jail, Wiscasset:  2½ 
hours to travel and see both sites.

• Skolfield-Whittier House and Joshua 
Chamberlain Museum, Brunswick: 2½ 
hours to walk from one to the other 
and see both sites.

Make reservations and pay the fee when 
you register for the Annual Meeting. The plac-
es without a noted time limit are available all 
day, but in most cases you still need to sign up 
online for a time to go.

Friday evening we will have our traditional 
tool auction at the hotel produced by Casco 
Bay Auctions of Freeport.

Saturday we will be at the hotel all day with 
tool trading, member displays, and a presen-
tation by Lie Nielsen Tool Works including a 
video of their factory and display of their tools 
to try out. It will be easy for everyone to see 
everything without traveling. Please consider 
creating a display of your collection, or a study 
you are working on, or something to represent 
the theme of “From the Age of Sail to the Age 
of Steam.”

Saturday evening we have our traditional 
Silent Auction and banquet dinner, so be sure 
to bring a donation for this fund-raising event. 
Following our banquet and Annual Meeting, 
we will enjoy stories of Maine maritime his-
tory told in the first person by a sea captain’s 
wife.

Volunteers are always needed to make ev-
erything run smoothly. If you can help with 
the Silent Auction, the Whatsits, or Registra-
tion, please contact Jane Butler, 603-588-2603 
or email janebb@tds.net Don’t delay to sign 
up for your choices of tours; bring tools to sell, 
whatsits, and donations for the Auction. We 
look forward to seeing you in person again!

Jane Butler, Meeting Chair
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Thanks to Our Generous Donors in 2022!
We are always thankful for the generosity of EAIA members.  

We salute you with this listing. The EAIA is only as strong as 
its membership, and that strength is due to your kindness and con-
tinuing interest and support. Your donations help secure the future 
of the Early American Industries Association. (* denotes deceased 
members)

Contributing
• John Alexander
• Bill Beach
• Kurt Bell
• Val Berghaus
• Jay Boeri
• Tom Boren
• Andrew Boro
• Robert Buskirk
• John Cellucci
• Robert Chandler
• Gerald W. Clearwater
• Bryan Clothier
• Mylin Cumberland
• Douglas A. Dayger
• Gail Dieleman
• Henry Disston Jr. 
• James Duncan
• Bob Fields
• Richard G. Fuerst Jr.
• Thomas L. Gallerani
• John Goebeler
• Donald Halsted
• Michael R. Humphrey
• Walter Jacob
• Al Junker
• Robert Kendra
• Lawrence Kerr, MD.
• Michael Knight
• Hank Kniskern
• Frank Kosmerl
• Karl Kramer
• Brian L. LeBlanc
• Robin Lee
• Peter Leenhouts
• Mark Levanway

• Lie-Nielsen Toolworks
• Barbara Livesey
• Gordon Lohr
• Michael Lynch
• Robert E. Malouf
• Benita Matthes
• Gary Maule
• Charles H. McColough
• G. Mensert
• Donald W. Mossman
• Michael A. Mueller
• Mike Muench
• Robert W. Mustain
• Noel Poirier
• James Polhemus
• John Porritt
• Michael J. Power
• Robert J. Reek
• Denise Richer
• Adrian S. Rodgers
• Reese Satin
• Karl Schmidt
• Mark Schreiber
• David Short
• Robert Terry
• James Vibert
• Michael Weichbrod
• Richard Weymer, PhD.
• Leslie E. Williams
• Timothy D. Williams
• Anne Wing

Sustaining 
• James Adajian
• Norman Ahn
• Ray C. Beauduy

• Roger Bourgeois
• Thomas R. Bruce
• Peg Carroll
• Edward I. Chaleff
• Clemco Construction and 

Restoration
• Addison Clipson
• Tom Cogger
• Peter H. Cohan
• Daniel J. Comerford III
• Lee Cozens
• William Daley
• A.A. D’Elia
• David A. Dell
• John Demer
• Isaac E. Druker
• Christopher Dunn
• James F. Earnhardt
• Thomas Elliott
• Nancy G. Evans
• Jon Feikens
• Robert Ferris
• Barney Fix
• Dennis Fuller
• Arthur H. Gaffar
• Horace Gordon IV
• Thomas D. Graham
• John R. Green
• Peter J. Hathaway
• Ed Hennessy
• Elaine Higgins
• Kenneth G. High Jr. 
• Edward J. Hilliard Jr. 
• Historic Preservation 

Training Center Library
• Eleanor Hood
• Robert R. Hull
• Stephen Iverson
• David B. Johnston
• Thomas Jordens
• Philip A. Klein Jr.
• Elroy A. Klug
• Andrew Kornuta

• Bob Kozakiewicz
• Mark Layton
• Michael Leister
• Bruce & Patty MacLeish
• William J. Malin
• William McAuley
• David A. McCutcheon
• David McKane
• Joel Moskowitz
• Bob Muhlbauer
• Paul Murphy
• Dennis R. Newman
• John B. Newton
• Karl Ottison
• Terry Page
• David Paskin
• Bill Perlman
• Johnathan Rabkin
• Robert Roemer
• David Rogers
• William H. Rypka
• Cliff Sapienza
• Thomas M. Scarsella
• Jeffrey Schiff
• Marty Schlabach
• Dennis L. Schlumpf
• Carl C. Schluter & Nancy 

Patterson
• Christopher M. Schwarz
• Samuel Shipley
• Irwin J. Sitkin
• Edward W. Spurr
• David Stanley
• Gordon F. Stanton
• George Stevens
• Patrick Stewart
• Gary Stone
• Storb Antiques
• Gary Studebaker
• Brian Szafranski
• Lewis Taylor
• Camiel Thorrez
• Richard W. Turpen

• Roy Underhill
• Gary VanMeter
• Robert E. Vogel
• J. Kurt Von Achen
• Bob Wilber
• Lon D. Woods

Benefactor 
• Norman L. Abram
• J.B. Cox
• Carol O’Neale Culnan
• William A. Gustafson
• William McMillen
• Jane Rees
• Daniel M. Semel
• Dana Shoaf
• Charles Verrill
• Matthew Whitlock

Patron
• Karl Gurcke
• Louise Muse
• Paul Van Pernis
• Paul E. Wood Jr.

General Donation 
Fund
• Avalon Forge
• Barbara J. Angus
• Michael Barry
• Russell T. Beal
• Robert Buskirk
• Robert H. Cameron
• James Cascarano
• Levon S. Clayton
• John Demer
• Rebecca Densmore
• James L. Dines
• Calvin H. Dodge
• Gary Donoway
• Ralph W. Dowdell III
• Thomas M. Drebitko
• James F. Earnhardt



Sh
av

in
gs

 2
62

, W
in

te
r 

20
22

Pa
ge

 7

• Jon Feikens
• Robert Ferris
• John Fitzgerald
• Barney Fix
• Dennis Fuller
• Thomas D. Graham
• Leon D. Greenwood
• Mathew Grubel
• Richard S. Hartley
• Robert Hawkins
• Ronald Hess
• Alan Hochhalter
• Donald C. Johnson
• T. Jay Jones
• Jim Kracht
• Harry Kruppenbach
• Walter T. Lane
• William F. Laudenslayer Jr.
• Walter H. McDonald
• David McKane
• William McMillen
• MCW Carpentry

• Michael A. Mueller
• Peter Niederberger
• Brune Picchi
• John Plumb
• G. Roger Poynton
• Skeeter Prather
• Ronald Querns
• Glen Rea
• Andrea Rebeck
• Bret Rochotte, DVM
• Wolfgang Ruecker
• William H. Rypka
• Reese Satin
• Dana Shoaf
• Norman Shotwell
• Mike Stasik
• Storb Antiques
• Paul Van Pernis
• Gary VanMeter
• Darrell M. Vogt
• Matthew Whitlock

Endowment Fund
• Barbara J. Angus
• Calvin E. Anthony
• Ray C. Beauduy
• Roger Bourgeois
• Wyan Bovay
• Albert Buckelew
• Howard Busse
• John Cellucci
• Kevin P. Clancy
• Paul J. Daley
• William Daley
• Patrick Daly
• Michael DeBlasio
• Bruce DeLong
• Gail Dieleman
• Gary Donoway
• Ralph W. Dowdell III
• James P. Durochia
• Thomas Elliott
• Jon Feikens
• Dennis Fuller

• Thomas L. Gallerani
• Jeff Grothaus
• L. Verne F. Hart
• Thomas Henry
• Paul Honore
• Joe Jerkins
• Richard Jones
• T. Jay Jones
• Mathias Koppinger
• Jim Kracht
• George T. Lott
• Bruce & Patty MacLeish
• Robert E. Malouf
• David McKane
• MCW Carpentry 
• Michael A. Mueller
• Robert W. Mustain
• Reid J. O’Connell
• David Paskin
• Robert S. Pitcher
• James Polhemus
• G. Roger Poynton

• John S. Rauth
• Robert J. Reek
• William H. Rypka
• Carl C. Schluter & Nancy 

Patterson
• Dana Shoaf
• Laurent J. Torno Jr. 
• Richard W. Turpen
• Bruce E. Van Hart
• Paul Van Pernis
• Gary VanMeter
• John Verrill
• Darrell M. Vogt
• J. Kurt Von Achen
• Charles N. Williams
• Steve Wingate
• Nathan Wolfenbarger
• Ray Zeleny
• Bob Zoni

Meet our new Membership Coordinator

The EAIA is happy to announce that Lara 
Miller has agreed to join us as our Mem-

bership Coordinator. She 
comes with a lot of experi-
ence in membership man-
agement and we are pleased 
to have her to help serve you, 
our members.

Originally from West Vir-
ginia, Lara acquired a B.A. in 
History and M.A. in English 
Literature from Marshall 

University. She has since worked for multiple 
museums in Virginia, and most recently as the 

manager of pottery produc-
tion at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage in Massachusetts. Now 
working as a writer, potter, 
and artist from home, she 
lives in an old farmhouse in 
Connecticut with her hus-
band and three fur children.

EAIA Seeks Chronicle Editor

The Early American Industries 
Association seeks an editor for 
the Chronicle. This is a contract 
position that requires an array of 
skills including knowledge of his-
tory, publishing and editing soft-
ware, writing, design and produc-
tion. Contact eaia1933@verizon.
net for more information.
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Museum Notes
Center for Metal Arts, Johnstown, PA

The Center for Metal Arts is a not-for-prof-
it forging school located at the Cambria 

Iron and Steel National Historic Landmark 
site in Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

One of the buildings on our campus is the 
historic Cambria Iron blacksmith shop circa 
1855. Inside the shop are all the original power 
hammers and about 75 skids of tooling forged 
by the blacksmiths that worked there dating 
back to the mid 1800s. Our goal, of which we 
have already made major headway, is to re-
store the building and contents back to a fully 
functional forge shop. We have refurbished 
and currently run a 3000 lb. utility hammer 
that was installed in that shop in 1904.

Every year we host an event open to the 
public called the “Cambria Iron Conference: 
Inspired by the Past, Forging to the Future.” 
This event features a different demonstrator 
every year and takes place in the historic shop 
running the 3000 lb. Chambersburg hammer. 
Our mission is historic preservation of these 
special assets and to make their operation 
viewable to the public to appreciate. Our con-
ference is one of our efforts to make this pos-

sible and last year we drew over 100 attendees 
from all over the country who wanted to see 
this hammer run.

Please check out our website: https://cen-
terformetalarts.org/

Steppingstone Farm Museum

Steppingstone preserves and interprets the 
rural heritage of Harford County, Mary-

land. It is a non-profit museum which demon-
strates the rural arts and crafts from 1880 
onward. The Steppingstone collection is com-
prised of domestic arts, skilled trade tools and 
farm implements. Our 
founder, J. E. Bull, wished 
us to represent the “last 
rural generation”–peo-
ple who lived off the land 
and crafted their liveli-
hoods by hand to provide 
a “Steppingstone” to the past.

Demonstration weekends are from April 
to October, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Opening day is April 2nd; visit our black-
smithing, woodworking, ice tools, veterinary 
tools, cooper, wheelwright, and weaving shops. 
We also have a machine barn (farming tools), 
carriages and sleds, and a cannery. Tours  of 
the farmhouse, which dates back to 1771, are 
also available.

Steppingstone Farm Museum is located 
at 461 Quaker Bottom Road, Havre de Grace, 
MD; 410-939-2299.

www.SteppingstoneMuseum.org

Folklore Village

At Folklore Village, near Dodgeville, Wis-
consin, we are restoring the home of 

Aslak Lie, a Norwegian immigrant who came 
to Wisconsin in 1848. He was a cabinet maker 
and metal smith both in Norway and here in 
the state. A 1875 photo (below) shows the fam-
ily. Lie and his wife are marked with an X. Note 
the tools they have on their laps and the wheel 
from Lie’s foot-powered lathe. Most of our 
work is done with period tools. Lie’s workshop 
was on the second floor of the house at this 
end. We plan to recreate his workshop there.

We are having a house raising party to 
erect the second floor this May 21, the rain 
date is June 4. The public is welcome, but let 
me know at the e-mail listed below. Check 
out web-site at folklorevillage.org and click 
on Aslak Lie house. Thanks for your consid-
eration.

Nels Diller, Madison, Wisconsin
608-238-0735; kgrede1@aol.com
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John Carter Brown Library Providence, Rhode Island

As we reflect on the exceptional resourc-
es of the John Carter Brown Library—its 

collections, community of experts, and mis-
sion to create and share knowledge of the ear-
ly Americas—there will be fresh material on 
our website we’ll want to point 
you toward.

The first news to share is 
big. Over this next year we’ll 
be opening the doors to the 
JCB in a project of Welcome 
and Access that includes a 
renovation of the building, a 
renovation of our digital real 
estate, and a coordinated plan 
for staffing and programs. We 
are grateful to the full Board 
of Governors, to Brown Uni-
versity, especially President 
and JCB Executive Commit-
tee Chair Chris Paxson, and to 
the incomparable JCB staff for 
their support as we undertake 
this work together.

The building renovation will be modest 
in relative terms but huge in its practical and 
symbolic significance; a careful and elegant 
renovation of the front of this gorgeous struc-
ture will move the steps (and lamps!) gently 
forward to accommodate a walkway for full 
accessibility. The JCB’s face to the world, and 
its presence on the university’s green, will be 
only enhanced by this work. We expect that 
by this time next year we will be opening the 
doors to the JCB with a fresh spirit of commit-
ment to the potential of the collections and 

this community to speak to the past—and the 
present.

We are also intensifying efforts to open 
our digital doors. The JCB has a long tradi-
tion of opening access to its materials, and our 

digital spaces will also undergo gentle reno-
vation. Building digital space is as complex as 
anything physical, requiring similar attention 
to design and to user experience. We have 
learned so much in the pandemic about how 
the JCB can support and share inquiry into 
the early Americas, in large part through the 
essential service of our digital collections. We 
want to use what we have learned as we think 
about how we serve students, scholars, and 
communities near and far. You will see one 
aspect of this in our decision to formalize re-
mote fellowships.

Welcome and Access is in part about our 
building and our digital spaces, but is most 
centrally about how we can support and then 
sustain inclusive communities and practic-
es. Being explicit and intentional about the 

centrality of this purpose will 
lead and guide us forward. The 
JCB’s African Americas and 
Indigenous Studies initiatives 
will be a focus as we build and 
sustain staffing and program-
ming. So too will supporting, 
collaborating and learning 
from centers at Brown, includ-
ing the Center for the Study 
of Slavery and Justice and the 
Native American and Indig-
enous Studies Initiative and 
more, and elsewhere, that are 
advancing expansive, inclu-
sive study—and practice in the 
study of—the early Americas.

Our ambitions are great, 
but are all focused on how the JCB can best be 
of service to creating, preserving, and sharing 
knowledge for the public good. Your support 
has always made the JCB’s ambitions possible; 
we invite you to help support us now as we 
step into the next chapter for this storied in-
stitution. Learn more at https://jcblibrary.org.

Karin Wulf, Beatrice and Julio Mario Santo 
Domingo Director and Librarian, and Bill Twad-
dell, Chair of the JCB Board of Governors.
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0 A Benjamin King Backstaff

by John Davis

In 1998, I began reproducing 18th century fur-
niture made by the Goddard and Townsend 

furniture makers in Newport, Rhode Island. 
I reproduced two block front and shell desk 
and bookcase pieces, commonly called secre-
tary desks. They were copies of the desk that 
hammered down at auction for $11M in 1989. 
By 2004, I had filled a room in our house with 
Newport reproductions.

Patrons of the Goddard and Townsend 
furniture makers obtained their wealth in the 

shipping business, including privateering. Co-
incidentally, a local auction house advertised 
the sale of an 18th century navigational in-
strument that was made in Newport, Rhode 
Island. I received permission to trace and 
photograph it. I thought it would be a perfect 
accompaniment to hang on the wall in my 
“Newport” room. It might have been used to 
navigate ships bringing mahogany from Cuba 
to Newport. Perhaps it was owned by a patron 
of the Goddards. Despite having no idea what 
it was or its value, I was willing to sell my du-
plicate tools and bid up to $1000 for it. Much 
to my amazement, it sold for $11,000. I was 
glad that I had traced and photographed it!

It was marked “Made by Benjamin King in 
Newport Rhode Island in 1760.” I learned that 
it was a Davis quadrant, or backstaff, and was 
used to measure the inclination of the sun to 
determine latitude. It was developed in 1594 
by John Davis. Having the same name as the 
inventor was the clincher that ensured that I 
must make a reproduction.

Over the years, I acquired boxwood and 
ebony for the project. I hunted for 18th cen-
tury number stamps, but never found the per-
fect font in the perfect size. I also tried to de-
termine what tool was used to cut the arcs into 
the boxwood, how to fill the lines, and what 
finish to apply. Although most of my questions 
remained unanswered, I decided to go for it.

Figure 1 (above): Reproduction of a 1760s Benja-
min King backstaff in ebony and boxwood.

Figure 2 (below): Shadow and horizon vanes 
made of boxwood friction fit to the frame.

Figure 3 (above): Cross bar reproduction, decora-
tive marking gauged lines in ebony, brass pins with 
rounded tips.

Figure 4 (below): Cross bar of reproduction with 
author and date notation.

Figure 5 (above): Hand-cut Scale in boxwood, 
with a custom made 18th-century font. 

Figure 6(below): Punched decoration and hand-
cut scale.
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1 Member Projects

Rabbit Susan Goody, Cherry Valley, New 
York

Thanks for letting me share my “flax 
brakes1.”
Flax and hemp plants produce long stem 

fibers used to make linen (from long fiber) 
and tow (from the short fibers).

The necessary processing requires soak-
ing, drying, pounding, crushing, removing the 
broken core, and separating the groups of fi-
bers into finer and finer lengthwise fiber for 
spinning into yarn. The long fibers are spun 
into linen, while the waste, or short fiber, is 
carded and spun into yarn called tow.

The flax brake has opposing wooden 
knives that crush the core of the plant into 
short segments which are then removed 

1 Brake and Break seem to be used interchange-
ably in discussions of this tool. —Ed.

through a process called scutching. What is 
interesting about this style of flax brake is the 
beetle head. The large half-circle head on this 
flax break is often called a beetle. Beetling is 
the term for hitting something with a wood-
en mallet; a term which is used in other trades 
as well. The dried flax is first pounded with a 
beetle before it is crushed through the knives 
of the flax brake.

Some flax pro-
cessing systems use 
separate beetles on 
a flat board to pound 
the stems of the flax 
plants. Some flax 
brakes, as this one, 
have the beetle in-
corporated in the 
brake itself.

Both systems 
were in use in the 
17th, 18th, and 19th 
centuries in upstate New York.

This is the third flax brake that I have en-
countered from the Mohawk Valley that has a 
beetle head. I would love some feedback about 
the square tenons that are holding the head 
(Photo, first column).

Most of the other brakes I have seen have 
round tenons. Here is a similar flax brake with 
round tenons from Vermont (Above).

Bruce Cynar Leo, Indiana

For more than 60 years I have collected 
hardware “flaws.” The nail with no point, 

or a damaged head; screws with no threads, or 
bolts with round heads or no head, washers 
with chunks punched out of the edges. I sus-

pect most woodworkers would have thrown 
away the screw with no slot in the head, but 
I just put them in a coffee can. The halcyon 
days of collecting were when China first start-
ed making hardware, errors were easy to find. 
Now I may go a year without adding to the 
collection. What better way to display the col-
lection than a turn-of-the-century style freak 
show tent. Enjoy my photos.
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2 Bruce Cynar Leo, Indiana

This is my collection of radiator keys. The 
large board features 64 keys with compa-

ny names; some have duplicates of different 
sizes. The lower 2 rows have keys with inter-
esting shapes but no company names. 97% 
have square openings, the rest are triangular, 
and there is one rectangle.

The smaller board has all larger keys… 
ironic isn’t it? I’m not sure the larger keys are 
all radiator keys, but they fit the generic cate-
gory.

Radiator keys were used to bleed air out 
of heating radiators. Radiators need bleed-
ing when they have air trapped inside them. 
This trapped air stops warm water circulating 
around your radiator. That can make the radi-
ator cold at the top, but warm at the bottom. It 
means your central heating system isn’t work-
ing efficiently and it can take longer to warm 
up your room.

Collecting these radiator keys is fun and 
challenging.

Short Subjects

North House Folk School: Artisan 
Development Program

Two-year professional learning and resi-
dency program for emerging craft arti-

sans working in traditional crafts, including 
funding for studio, housing, living stipend, 
paid mentorship, travel to study in Scandina-
via, professional development, and materials/
tools.

Openings: 2022-2024 Cohort (2 open-
ings): September 1, 2022 through June 2024.

Focus Areas: Current possible core craft 
areas include: fibers (felting, spinning, knit-
ting), basketry, leather work, wood (turning, 
timber framing, boat building, carving, build-
ing), and foods. Other areas of emerging in-
terest to the Folk School may be proposed, 
provided that they have a strong connection 
to traditional northern craft.

Application Deadline: March 31st at noon 
CST. https://northhouse.org/get-involved/arti-
san-development-program

Call for Papers —The Dublin Seminar 
for New England Folklife: “Tools and 
Toolmaking in New England”

The Dublin Seminar is now accepting pro-
posals for papers and presentations that 

address the history and historiography of tools 
and toolmaking before 1900 in the region that 
encompasses present-day New England and 
adjacent areas of New York and Canada. We 
encourage discussion of Indigenous Native 
American tools and technologies that predate 
colonial contact, colonial settler tools, archae-
ological finds, collections, and reproductions. 
The Seminar hopes to consider tools in the 
context of home, farm, and workshop in a 
variety of uses, including artisanal trades and 
settings of industrial production. Early ex-
amples of tools made and used in traditional 
trades and crafts employed in New England’s 
first mills also constitute an important area of 
interest.

“Tools and Toolmaking in New England” 
will be a hybrid conference, held in Deerfield, 
Massachusetts, and virtually online for those 
who choose not to attend in person, on June 
24–25, 2022. It will consist of a keynote ad-
dress, and approximately seventeen lectures 
of twenty minutes each. Dublin Seminar pre-
senters are expected to submit their papers 
for consideration to the Annual Proceedings 
of the Dublin Seminar to be published about 
eighteen months after the conference. https://
www.historic-deerfield.org/the-dublin-semi-
nar-for-new-england-folklife
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3 Calendar of Events

Alaska
Reopens on May 14, 2022
Haines—The Hammer Museum: Explore 
the world’s first museum dedicated to preserv-
ing the history of the hammer. First opened 
to the public in 2002, the Hammer Museum 
portrays the complex history of the ordinary 
tool. With over 2,000 artifacts on display, and 
roughly 8,000 more in storage, the Hammer 
Museum presents the world’s largest hammer 
collection.

Arkansas
Online
Springdale—Shiloh Museum of Ozark His-
tory: Online exhibit “Down by the Old Mill 
Stream.” A study of mills in Arkansas.

New Jersey
April 30, 9:30 am (preview and tailgating, 
7:30 am)
Oldwick—CRAFTS Tool Auction: Approx-
imately 525 lots; catalog to be posted on our 
website in early March. This is an in-person 
auction only; no phone or on-line bidding. 
https://craftsofnj.org/index.php/auction

Iowa
Saturday, March 12, or Saturday, March 26
Urbandale—Blacksmithing Basics: Living 
History Farms at the Blacksmith Shop. The 
class is designed to give someone with little or 
no metalworking skills a hands-on, fun “be a 
blacksmith for a day” experience. Explore the 
basics of forge work while making a decorative 
iron project to take home. Topics will include 

safety, tools, equipment, and beginning tech-
niques for shaping metal.

New York
M-F by Appointment
NYC—The General Society of Mechanics 
& Tradesmen of the City of New York, tje 
Mossman Lock Collection: The John M. 
Mossman Lock Collection represents one of 
the most complete anthologies of bank and 
vault locks in the world, with more than 370 
locks, keys, and tools dating from 4000 bc to 
the modern 20th-century. , 212-840-1840, 20 
West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036

May 20-22, 2022
Fort Ticonderoga: The annual “War College 
of the Seven Years’ War” conference.

Through April 16, 2022
Fire Island— Fire Island National Sea-
shore:, Tours of Fire Island Lighthouse.

Maryland
March 13, 2022; May 15, 2022
Damascus—Potomac Antique Tool and In-
dustries Association meeting: The PATINA 
meeting will begin with tailgating outside, a 
mini-auction inside, followed by the member 
participation program at The American Le-
gion Post 270, 1355 Balls Hill Road, McLean, VA

Massachusetts
May 19, 2022
Duxbury Rural & Historical Society: “King 
Caesar of Duxbury: Exploring the World of 
Ezra Weston, Shipbuilder and Merchant.”

March 19, 2022 
Westport Historical Society: “Mining Cli-
mate Clues from our Whaling Past.” Climate 
scientist Dr. Caroline Ummenhofer and Pro-
fessor Tim Walker discuss how whaling log-
books are providing weather data to document 
climate change and predict future changes. 

Pennsylvania
May 1, 2022
Adamstown— M-WTCA Area P Meet: Sun-
day, IronSpire (Angus), 2800 North Reading 
Road. Don Stark, Starkcd@aol.com; 717-367-
5207.

April 22-23 
York—60th Annual Brown International 
Antique Tool Auction and Sale: finetoolj.
com

June 26, 2022
Adamstown— M-WTCA Area P Meet: Sun-
day, IronSpire (Angus), 2800 North Reading 
Road. Don Stark, Starkcd@aol.com; 717-367-
5207.

September 25, 2022
Adamstown— M-WTCA Area P Meet: Sun-
day, IronSpire (Angus), 2800 North Reading 
Road. Don Stark, Starkcd@aol.com; 717-367-
5207.

Multiple Dates
Glen Mills—Newlin Grist Mill: “Blacksmith 
Series Classes,” have you wondered what it’s 
like to work at the forge? These classes offer 
the opportunity to learn the basics in a histor-
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4 We Welcome New 
Members
We wish to express our thanks and 

extend a warm welcome to these 
members who have joined since last fall. 
Your interest and support is very much ap-
preciated.

Michael Boesch, Hightown, VA
Michael Briggs, Huntsville, AL
Keith Boyer, Cherry Tree, PA
Frank Canastar, Elkridge, MD
Nevan Carling, Hartford, CT
Jerry Creech, Greenville, NC
Ram Cnaan, Philadelphia, PA
Jillian Echlin, Sylva, NC
Gary Gentzel, Spring Mills, PA
Joey Goodwin, Trafford, AL
Kenneth Gowins, Seale, AL
John Hardy, Saint Paul, MN
Nicholas Istas, New Orleans, LA
Dick Larrivee, Durham, ME
David Lobbig, St. Louis, MO
Brent Loechler, La Plata, MD
John Macrae, Durham, NC
Edward Miller, Loganville, GA
Daniel Mole, Grafton, OH
Michael Parr, Salem, MA
Robert Pieper, Newtown Square, PA
Steve Pine, Sugar Land, TX
Edward Reynolds, Bellows Falls, VT
Douglas Schoppert, Brooklyn, NY
Jonathan VanSant, Brownsburg, IN
Gerald Yungling, Alton, IL

ic setting using traditional techniques. Perfect 
for both beginners who just want to try or 
those looking for foundational techniques to 
build their skills.

Virginia
April 2–3
Staunton—Frontier Culture Museum: “En-
emies on Our Frontier,” Seven Year’s War 
Weekend.

April 30
Williamsburg—Colonial Williamsburg: 
“Coopering Basics.” Learn some of the basic 
skills involved in making a bucket, including 
the opportunity to shape a stave using draw 
knives and a jointer plane. Participants will 
also learn to use a brace and bit and tie a wall 
and crown knot.

Canada
online
Gatineau—Canada Museum of History: 
“The W. J. Roué Collection—Bluenose and 
Beyond,” The Canadian Museum of History 
preserves and safeguards the William James 
Roué Collection, which helps tell the story of 
Canada’s best-known naval architect, and de-
signer of many vessels—including the iconic 
schooner, Bluenose. This online exhibition ex-
plores William Roué’s life from 1879 to 1970, 
and provides an overview of some of his many 
designs. It also offers a behind-the-scenes look 
at care and conservation of the William James 
Roué Collection at the Canadian Museum of 
History.

Through July 1, 2022
Ottawa—Canada Science & Technology 
Museum: “Pyro-techno Demonstrations.” 
Discover the story of fire through some of the 
major fire-powered technologies. Accompa-
nied by red-hot experiments, this presentation 
delves into how fire has powered innovation 
throughout the ages. 
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5

NEW PUBLICATION
$17 plus shipping

Triggered by the discovery of carpenter Jedediah 
Williamson’s 1788–1834 account book, this study 
tracks 49 family carpenters over six generations and 
sets them into the context of the American Industrial 
Revolution.

Read sample text and place orders at
www.afamilyofcarpenters.com

Author has been an EAIA Member since 1976.

ROGER K. SMITH has decided to put together Vol. III of 
PTAMPIA series. The title will be somewhat different. New 
Discoveries: Patented Transitional & Metallic American 
Planes—Vol. III. It will include over 100 planes not shown 
in volumes I or II. New information on planes that were 
included in earlier volumes will be presented. It should 
be available in early fall 2022. It will not include Stanley 
prototypes, etc., because there are too many and we will 
leave that for a future historian. They are not the kind of 
plane the average collector will find at flea markets, etc. If 
you think you have something of interest, whether planes or 
new information on planes that were in Vols. I or II, write  
to Roger at 15 Madison Way, Hubbardston, MA 01452
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6 Advertise in Shavings

ADVERTISING: Contact Editor Dan Miller, 315-
777-7007; E-mail: dan@dragonflycanoe.com (Sub-
ject Line: Shavings Ad); or mail to EAIA, P.O. Box 524,  
Hebron, MD 21830. 

Display Ads

Full Page (9.875"h x 7.5"w): $175
Half Page (4.75"h x 7.5"w: $110
Quarter Page (2.375"h x 7.5"w or 3.625"h x 5"w): $60
Business Card (2"h x 3.5"w): $35

20% discount on three or more display ads for 
members. Ads do not need to run consecutively to re-
ceive the discount. Display ads are published in full color 
in the electronic version of Shavings. Advertisers may also 
add links from the ad to Web pages or e-mail addresses.

Classified Ads

25 words or less—$4.00; 15¢ per word thereafter. Box 
around the ad—35¢ (A word is anything with a space on 
both sides of it.) Please make checks payable to EAIA. 
(Non-Members add 20% per ad for either display or clas-
sified ad.) 

2019-2020 DEADLINES: Deadline for the Winter is-
sue is June 26, 2020. Deadline for the Fall issue is October 
2, 2020. 

Please take note!
The deadline for the Spring 

issue of Shavings is  
April 3!

Please submit articles, events, classified ads 
and display ads to:  

Dan Miller (dan@dragonflycanoe.
com) or  

John Verrill (executivedirector@
earlyamericanindustries.org)

by this date!

Show your support 
for the EAIA by 

wearing our logo!

Shop for shirts,
hats and more at

eaiainfo.org/store/

Always Buying Always Selling

Pete Niederberger
Used and Antique Tools and  

Parts for Same
Mail Order
415-924-8403

Call Me and Come To The Shop
pniederber@aol.com

EAIA Seeks Chronicle Editor

The Early American Industries 
Association seeks an editor for 
the Chronicle. This is a contract 
position that requires an array of 
skills including knowledge of his-
tory, publishing and editing soft-
ware, writing, design and produc-
tion. Contact eaia1933@verizon.
net for more information.
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