
Above. EAIA 2nd Vice President Tom Elliott bel-

lies up to the bar with Alice Roemer while Bill 

McMillen does bartending duties. 
PHOTO: GLORIA ELLIOTT

Below. Carol Coutinho sets the butterfl y Dutchman 

in her wood test piece during a workshop at the 

EAIA Summer Workshops at Eastfi eld Village.
PHOTO: ALICE ROEMER

The broadside describing the 

founding of the EAIA at the Wig-

gins Tavern in Northampton, 

Massachusetts. It now hangs in the 

Tavern thanks to Elton Hall, who 

set and printed the broadside, and 

Bill McMillen, who framed it. 
PHOTO: BILL MCMILLEN
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THE EARLY AMERICAN INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

The Early American Industries Asso-
ciation preserves and presents historic 
trades, crafts, and tools and their im-
pact on our lives.

Membership in the EAIA is open to 
any person or organization sharing its interests and 
purposes. For information or to join EAIA, visit 
www.EAIAinfo.org or write to Early American 
Industries Association, 167 Bakerville Road, So. 
Dartmouth, MA 02748.

The President’s Page

A Visit To Wiggins Tavern
by Judy McMillen, President, EAIA

Wiggins Tavern in Northampton, Massachusetts, 

holds a special place in the colorful history of the 

Early American Industries Association. It was here that 

a group of sixteen men and women gathered in 1933 to 

form “…an Association to encourage the study and better 

understanding of early American industry… .”

The tavern was well suited for such a gathering. In 

1786, Benjamin Wiggins opened Wiggins Tavern in 

Hopkinton, New Hampshire. Soon Ben’s tavern had estab-

lished a reputation with both travelers and the area resi-

dents for the fi nest food and spirits in the region. Some 

141 years later, Lewis Wiggins, a direct descendant of 

Benjamin, moved the old tavern to the Hotel Northamp-

ton. Meticulous attention to detail was taken in reas-

sembling the tavern in its new home. Carved paneling, 

hand-hewn beams, and stone and brick hearths were all 

carefully reconstructed. Antiques from both the original 

tavern and from other parts of New England were pains-

takingly collected to fi nish the restoration of the interior.

Today, the Wiggins Tavern and the connected Hotel 

Northampton are listed in the National Trust’s Historic 

Hotels of America. The history of these buildings and 

their collections are well documented in the displays of 

photographs and artifacts gracing the walls. However, 

there is no mention of the momentous occasion of the 

founding of EAIA.

Our past president, Bill Curtis, felt that something 

should be done to honor Wiggins Tavern and its con-

nection to EAIA during our 75th Anniversary 

in 2008. He requested that Toby Hall typeset 

a broadside on his printing press and that Bill 

McMillen create a suitable mat and frame for the 

broadside. With the diffi culty of fi nding a suitable 

date to get together in Northampton, presenta-

tion of the piece was delayed until June 2009.

We met with current owner of the 

Northampton Hotel, Mansour Ghalibaf, who 

treated us to a delicious lunch and tour of the 

Wiggins Tavern. Mr. Ghalibaf is most inter-

ested in American history and delights in learn-

ing about the antiques in the Tavern as well as 

accumulating more. To say he was happy with 

his new  broadside is an understatement. We en-

courage all our members and friends to stop by 

the Hotel and Tavern in Northampton to look 

at our contribution, enjoy some tasty food and 

beverage, and perhaps stay the night.

My husband Bill and I were especially happy to be 

included in this visit since our father (father-in-law) Lor-

ing McMillen joined EAIA just after that fi rst meeting 

in Northampton. He had seen an article in the New York 

Evening Sun about the forming of the group and attended 

the second meeting, also held at Wiggins Tavern. Pop 

was active in EAIA for many years, serving as its vice-

president as well as compiling its fi rst twenty-fi ve-year 

history. It was exciting to be in the same place as our Pop 

was some seventy-fi ve years before. Who says history 

can’t repeat itself in a great way?

EAIA President Judy McMillen, Mansour Ghalibaf, Elton Hall, and Bill 

Curtis at the Wiggins Tavern in Northampton, Massachusetts.
PHOTO: BILL MCMILLEN 

http://www.EAIAinfo.org
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Taking Note
Taking Note of Our Financial Condition

by Elton Hall, EAIA Executive Director

Those members who read the summary fi nancial 

report on page 7 carefully will notice that it con-

tains both good and bad news. The good news is that 

the EAIA Endowment continues to grow and that we 

fi nished the year with a slight increase in net assets. The 

bad news is that we fi nished the year with an operating 

defi cit of $30,952. As explained in the note accompanying 

the fi nancial report, the assets were increased by dona-

tions to the endowment, but the endowment has not yet 

begun contributing to operating revenue. The operating 

defi cit has been growing during the past few years as 

expenses have risen and our income has diminished. It has 

been masked to a certain degree by income from the sale 

of library books and new EAIA publications. But as the 

library becomes depleted and the market for our publica-

tions is satisfi ed, the defi cit has increased. It cannot go on 

for long at this rate. What are we doing about it?

There are two sides 

to maintaining a balanced 

budget, as virtually every city 

and town in America today 

is fi nding out: income and 

expense. We have been mak-

ing every reasonable effort we 

can think of consistent with 

providing the best possible 

services to members to keep 

our expenses down. Patty 

MacLeish has been resource-

ful in fi nding ways to reduce 

our publication costs. With 

the help of Gary Roberts and 

Jim Esten, we have had the 

e-Shavings in publication for 

over a year now. The more we 

can get members to opt out 

of the paper edition, the less 

we will have to spend on press 

time, paper, mail preparation, 

and postage. So far about 190 

members have opted out. The 

business offi ce operates at 

very little cost to EAIA. But 

there are many things that are beyond our control such as 

postage and the cost of producing our publications. There 

is a limit to how much we can save in the production of our 

publications because ultimately they will look cheap. 

As important as cutting expenses is the generation of 

support and revenue. The principal source of revenue has 

always been membership dues. During the mid 1990s, our 

membership numbered just over 3,000. At the end of 2008, we 

had 2,360 members, but 350 of those did not renew in 2009,  

and we have only been able to recruit 108 new members. The 

result is a net loss of 242, which means, at minimum, a loss 

of $8,470 in revenue. It is not hard to see how important the 

maintenance of our membership is and why we constantly 

encourage members to bring in new ones. There is a natural 

tendency to blame one’s self for diminishing membership, but 

we are faring no worse than average for membership organiza-

tions these days. We continue to think of ways to attract new 

members including development of the 

Web site, new publications, discounts for 

members on what we have to sell, regional 

meetings, membership drives, and any-

thing else that appears promising.

The initial decline in our revenue 

began at about the time of the millen-

nium, but it was masked by three years 

of good sales of the newly published 

Directory of American Toolmakers. About 

the time that that income tapered off, as 

most of our members who wanted the 

DAT had purchased it, we were forced to 

close the library, and the sale of the books 

produced another stream of income that 

carried us along for several more years. 

But we realized the brief duration of that 

income and determined to embark upon 

the development of an endowment fund 

to generate a new stream of support. It 

was the fi rst major, long-term fund-rais-

ing effort we had ever undertaken. We set 

the sum of $250,000 to be raised by our 

75th anniversary meeting as an achiev-

able goal. We further determined not to 

avail any income from it until that initial 
EAIA Director Elton Hall (left) and  EAIA member 

Charlie Long at Eastfi eld Village, July, 2009.
PHOTO: GLORIA ELLIOTT
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goal had been reached. We have been hovering around the 

fi nish line for a year, and will probably reach it by the end 

of this year. Prudent fi nancial management dictates that no 

more than about 5 percent of the principal of an endowment 

fund be withdrawn each year in order to maintain the value 

of the fund. Thus 

we should be able to 

count on a maxi-

mum of $12,500 

per year for opera-

tions, at least in the 

beginning. That is 

about 40 percent of 

the current defi cit. 

Obviously we must 

take other steps.

At its October 

2008 meeting, the 

Board of Directors 

voted to increase the dues for 2010 to $39 for standard mem-

bers, $55 for member and spouse, $50 for foreign standard, 

$60 for foreign member and spouse, and $65 for contributing 

members. Sustaining membership will remain at $100, and 

patron (formerly known as corporate) will be $500. This is 

the fi rst dues increase since 2002, and considering the rise in 

costs for everything else during the past eight years, it is a 

very modest one. The increase in revenue from dues will be 

about $7,750, assuming that we are able to sustain the cur-

rent levels of membership. 

These two steps—availing endowment income and rais-

ing dues—could produce $20,000 in increased revenue. That 

still leaves a gap of $11,000 to bridge. It will require effort 

and imagination on the part of the Board and cooperation 

from a signifi cant portion of the membership, preferably ev-

ery member. Here are some of the things you can do to help:

 1. Renew your membership promptly when the notices 

go out in November. It costs money to send out re-

minders, and incoming dues go into an interest bearing 

account until they are needed, which also helps.

 2. Raise your level of membership to the next step. The 

combined support of those in the higher levels accumu-

lates to signifi cant and essential extra support.

 3. Make an additional gift to the Unrestricted Fund for cur-

rent operations and/or to the Endowment Fund to pro-

vide long-term stability.

 4. Recruit new members. To hold our own, we need to in-

crease our membership by 15 percent each year. To reach 

our peak of a decade ago, at least half of our current mem-

ber would have to bring in a new one. Surely you know 

someone who would be interested. Bring him or her in 

by persuasion or gift. Visit our Web page and download a 

membership form (www.eaiainfo.org/join%20us.htm). 

 5. Buy what we have to sell. EAIA now has a PayPal ac-

count on our Web site to make purchases easier. We are 

working on a Web store by which you will be able to join, 

renew, give memberships, make donations, and buy ev-

erything we offer. And if we aren’t selling what you want, 

click on the Amazon icon, and shop there. A percentage 

of the sale will go to EAIA.  

 6. Advertise in Shavings and the Annual Membership Directory. 

If you buy, sell, collect, seek information, or simply want to 

support those publications with a personal endorsement, 

you can make your goods and desires known for modest 

fees which help meet the cost of those publications.

 7. Make sure we have your correct e-mail address if you have 

one. We are increasingly communicating by e-mail as it is 

virtually cost free. We cannot send you a message if we 

don’t have your address.

 8. Opt out of the paper Shavings if you are happy with the 

electronic version. Everyone who prefers paper may have 

it that way, but if you are completely satisfi ed with the 

e-version, with its early delivery and  color illustrations, 

please opt out of paper. It is environmentally sound and 

saves us money. E-mail eaia@comcast.net to opt out.

 9. Participate in our programs: Annual Meeting, Regional 

Meetings, EAIA-Eastfi eld Summer Workshops, and the 

Tool Tour. We understand that not every member can do 

all of these things, but we keep our eyes on the offerings 

of other organizations and are convinced that they all of-

fer very good values compared to what else is available. 

They are priced to cover their expenses, but when fully 

subscribed, they earn some revenue for the EAIA.

 10.  Get involved with EAIA. We are always looking for 

members to help out with various things at various lev-

els of commitment. If you would like to take a more ac-

tive role in the EAIA, speak to any Board member or 

me. Our contact information is available in every issue 

of Shavings and in the Directory.

Well, we know that not everyone can do all or even 

most of these things, but we are certain that every member 

can do something rather than nothing. We are counting 

on your good will and interest in the long-term stability of 

the EAIA to do what you can to make sure it’s around for 

many years to come.

We are counting on 

your good will and in-

terest in the long-term 

stability of the EAIA 

to do what you can to 

make sure it’s around 

for many years to come.

http://www.eaiainfo.org/join%20us.htm
mailto:eaia@comcast.net
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Early American Industries Association Minutes of Annual 
Business Meeting, Kansas City, Kansas, Saturday, May 30, 2009

President Bill Curtis welcomed all who came to the meeting 

this year. He stated that it was the furthest west meeting we had had. 

He greeted eleven fi rst-timers, and said that those assembled had 

come from twenty states and England. He invited everyone to come 

to the meeting in Mystic, Connecticut, next year.

A motion was made and carried that the minutes of the pre-

vious meeting be waived since they had already been published 

in Shavings.

Finance Committee Chairperson Terry Page said that he 

had enjoyed this meeting, particularly the Steamship Arabia Mu-

seum—that had made the whole meeting worth while. He said 

there are four on his committee. He is pleased that Toby runs the 

fi nancial part of the organization very lean. He also said that the 

auditors stated in the year-end report of 2008 that they had given 

us an unqualifi ed review.

President Bill Curtis stated that it had been a busy two years 

during his tenure. He highlighted visible accomplishments that 

had happened during that time—a CD made of the Directory of 

American Tool Makers and the DVD of The Chronicle. He said that 

he had a great board of directors and offi cers to work with—that 

everyone was committed to making the EAIA strong. He said that 

Toby is a great resource to all. He thanked Paul Van Pernis for pre-

paring the bylaws in draft form as well as the Policy and Procedure 

Manual, which will allow the EAIA to run more successfully. The 

Manual contains a brief history at the end. He thanked Paul Van 

Pernis for his counsel and thanked Judith McMillen for making 

the organizing of the annual meeting look easy. He also thanked 

Ken Culnan for being chairperson of the Long Range Planning 

Committee. He enjoyed his tenure as president and is looking for-

ward to being a member of the Board.

Secretary Linda Stanton stated that Laurent Adamowicz, 

Bill Curtis, Dana Shoaf, and Paul Van Pernis have been elected as 

board members of EAIA for the term 2009-2012.

Nominating Committee Chairperson Roger Smith stated 

that the nominations for new offi cers for the coming year were 

Judith McMillen, President; Kenneth Culnan, First Vice Presi-

dent; and Thomas Elliott, Second Vice President. Since there 

were no nominations from the fl oor, nominations were closed 

and the proposed slate was elected unanimously.

The new mission statement, which had been recommended 

by the Board, was read and approved. It is as follows:

The Early American Industries Association preserves and 

presents historic trades, crafts, and tools and their impact 

on our lives.

Paul Van Pernis, Chairman of the Endowment Fund, stated 

that the fund has weathered the economic downturn quite well. He 

suggested ways that we can make contributions to the fund—by 

sending some tools to one of our three auction houses, by making 

a cash donation, or by mentioning the EAIA in our wills.

The Long Time Service Awards were presented. Toby Hall 

read a citation and gave the award to Kenneth Culnan. Paul Van 

Pernis read a citation and gave the award to George Lott. George 

was unable to be at the meeting so Jay Gaynor accepted for him 

in absentia.

The J. D. Hatch Award was presented to Don Rosebrook. 

Roger Smith read a citation and gave the award.

Display Awards were then given out. Tom Elliott, Anne 

Wing, and Jay Gaynor were the judges. The displays were judged 

on their great interest, depth of research, and clarity of presenta-

tion. In no particular order, the winners  were: Laurent Torno—

Gauge; Jane Kruse—Grindle Spinning Wheel; Sue and Milton 

Bacheller—Miniature Textile Tools; Pat Lasswell—Honorable 

Mention—Maker’s Ads of Tools in Old Newspapers.

Awards were also given for the best donation in the silent auc-

tion to: Tom Densmore—handmade spice cabinet; Ted Kinsey—

handmade miniature models of a shave horse and an ox yoke; Bill 

McMillen—handmade tin creamer, sugar bowl, and tray set.

Judith McMillen then took over as the new president. She 

gave a certifi cate to David Englund who is leaving the Board 

after many years of service, and a plaque to Bill Curtis for being 

the president for the past two years.

The meeting was adjourned. Don Rosebrook then introduced 

our speaker of the evening, Bill Robertson, who gave a wonderful 

slide presentation of his life, how he got started building minia-

tures and several pictures of miniatures which he has built.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda K. Stanton, Secretary

EAIA Secretary Linda Stanton peers through Twin Manor 

(above), a miniature house built by EAIA member Bill Robertson 

on display at the Toy and Miniature Museum of Kansas City. 

Members visited the museum as part of the 2009 annual meeting 

program. Next year’s meeting will be held in Mystic, Connecticut. 

See story on page 11. 
PHOTO: BILL MCMILLEN
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2008 EAIA Financial Report 
The bottom lines of the summary fi nancial statements from the 

audited reports presented here suggest that the EAIA is in sound 

fi nancial condition. Our total assets show a slight gain during a year 

of great fi nancial diffi culty, which is certainly gratifying. 

However, among the details not given in the summary fi nan-

cial is the breakdown of unrestricted income and permanently 

restricted income, the latter of which comprises gifts to the en-

dowment. When we undertook to build an endowment, we made 

a policy decision that we would not start availing income from 

the endowment until donations and accumulated return reached 

$250,000. The total unrestricted income, the income that is avail-

able to support the year’s operations, for 2008 was $161,376. 

The total operating expenses for 2008 was $192,328. Those two 

numbers show an operating defi cit for the year of $30,952. 

Fortunately, the EAIA has a considerable cash reserve, built up 

over many years when it was run completely by volunteers and had 

a much larger membership. We have met the defi cit in recent years 

by using some of the cash reserves to bridge the gap between unre-

stricted income and operating expenses. But at the rate of $30,000 

per year, we cannot continue that for many years.

We make every effort to keep costs down, but the fact is that 

costs of everything have risen constantly, while our revenue has 

decreased. Membership numbers are down. The interest earned 

on our cash reserves is only a fraction of what it was a decade 

ago, and the various programs through which we earn some ad-

ditional revenue tend to fl uctuate for a variety of reasons. 

In view of all these factors, at the October 2008 EAIA Board 

meeting, the board voted a modest increase in dues for the lower 

levels of membership. Past President Bill Curtis announced that 

increase in his column in the November/December 2008 Shav-

ings. We trust that the membership will understand and endorse 

this modest step to strengthen the EAIA.

Early American Industries Association, Inc. 
Abbreviated Annual Financial Report

Statement of Financial Position1

December 31, 2008 and 2007

 2008 2007
Cash $ 53,337 $ 62,555 
Inventory - Books and Merchandise $ 45,348 $ 46,705 
Investments $ 390,800 $ 352,397 
Accounts Receivable 

(Short Term Pledges Receivable)  0 $ 25,796 
Prepaid Expenses $ 500 $ 1,500 
 Offi ce Equipment $ 22,749 $ 22,749 
Less Accumulated Depreciation $ (22,749) $ (22,652)
Cooke Library Collection  0  0 
Long-Term Pledges Receivable  0  0 

Total Assets $ 489,985 $ 489,050 
Accrued Expenses $ 7,284 $ 7,315 
Deferred Revenue $ 61,165 $ 60,750 

Total Liabilities $ 68,449 $ 68,065

Total Net Assets - Beginning of Year $ 420,985 $ 425,916 
Net Increase (Decrease) in Assets $ 551 $ (4,931)
 Unrestricted Assets $ 189,693 $ 220,645 
Temporarily Restricted Assets $ 7,896  $7,422 
Permanently Restricted Assets $ 223,947 $ 192,918 

Total Net Assets - End of Year $ 421,536 $ 420,985 

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $ 489,985 $ 489,050 
_______________________
This abbreviated report has been prepared by Elton Hall, Treasurer. 
A copy of the full, audited report is available to any member upon 
request to the Treasurer, c/o EAIA. 167 Bakerville Road, South 
Dartmouth, MA 02748.

Notes: 1. Information obtained from audited annual statement.

Early American Industries Association, Inc. 
Abbreviated Annual Financial Report

Operating Revenue And Expenses
For Years Ended December 31, 2008 and 2007

Revenue 2008 2007

Membership Dues $ 95,800 $ 97,410 
Donations 

(not inc. tour or auction donations) $ 37,550 $ 22,093 
Sales - Books, etc. $ 4,216 $ 2,620 
Interest - total $ 13,670 $ 16,879 
Ads - Shavings $ 2,156 $ 2,438 
Ads - Membership Directory $ 3,084 $ 2,562 
Meetings $ 32,518 $ 14,601 
Tours - Net Revenue $ 4,000 $ 1,500 
Auctions - Net Revenue $ 7,774 $ 2,977 
Library Income $ 11,953 $ 10,849 
EAIA Sponsored Programs $ 7,000 $ 4,803 
Unrealized Gain on Investments $ (28,199) $ 110 
Miscellaneous Revenue $ 1,357 $ 916 

Total Revenue $ 192,879 $ 179,758 

Expenses 2008 2007

Meetings $ 27,793 $ 17,791 
Membership $ 10,535 $ 18,172 
Chronicle $ 36,776 $ 38,303 
Shavings $ 21,215 $ 17,523 
Carter Research Grants $ 6,009 $ 5,569 
EAIA-Sponsored Projects $ 5,046 $ 3,194 
Program Services $ 107,374 $ 100,552 
Library Expenses $  1,860 $  5,444 
Donation Expenses  —  —
Salaries & Wages $ 56,690 $ 54,500 
Payroll Taxes $ 4,541 $ 4,413 
Travel $ 2,651 $ 2,688 
Offi ce Assistance $ 3,713 $ 3,833 
Professional Fees $ 6,500 $ 4,975 
Insurance $ 1,405 $ 1,409 
Bank Charges $ 1,066 $ 867 
Depreciation $ 97 $ 243 
Postage & Shipping $ 2,887 $ 3,275 
Telephone & Internet $ 1,680 $ 1,293 
Offi ce Supplies & Services $ 894 $ 625 
Reserve for Uncollectible Pledges  0  0 
Miscellaneous $ 970 $ 572 
Supporting Services $ 84,954 $ 84,137

Total Expenses $ 192,328 $ 184,689 

Net Increase (Decrease): $  551 $ (4,931)
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A Week at Eastfi eld Village
by Bob and Alice Roemer

After reading about the EAIA 

summer workshops at Eastfi eld 

Village in Shavings and hearing sto-

ries about it at the EAIA’s Annual 

Meeting, we decided to try our hand 

at learning early crafts. Not wanting 

to miss any of the offerings, we split 

the workshops between us and expe-

rienced everything. 

The master craftsmen who 

taught the workshops at Eastfi eld 

provided some history of the craft 

but focused on the actual “doing” as 

opposed to “how to do it.” We were a 

bit daunted by the level of the one-day 

projects at fi rst, but quickly realized 

how carefully the master craftsmen 

designed their programs, making 

them challenging to newcomers to 

complete but also allowing “journey-

men” to perfect their skills.

Under the tutelage of Bill 

McMillen, Bob produced a tin mug 

that held beer without leaking; Steve 

Smithers coached him in the creation 

of a silver tea strainer; and Olof Jans-

son guided him in the creation of a 

pair of housed joint tongs. Each pro-

gram produced a very professional 

looking fi nal product while giving 

both the rank amateur and experi-

enced smith an opportunity to try or 

refi ne their skills.

Don Carpentier provided a fascinating history of 

British pottery works to prepare his novices for plate-

making. Joe Brien’s traveling classroom of equipment 

and jigs assured that a seemingly impossible task of 

making a complete three-legged stool in a day was 

accomplished in substantially less than that—just in 

time, in fact,  to close up shop as the afternoon down-

pour began. Toby Hall had his group running the Co-

lumbian Printing Press in no time.

The blackpowder muskets were a high point of 

the workshops both in decibel level and the range of 

weaponry that Bill McMillen and friends provided. The 

weapons ranged from highly accurate fl intlock rifl es to 

a blunderbuss that gave new appreciation to the mean-

ing of “scatter.”

Hands on at Eastfi eld Village (clockwise from 

above): Alice Roemer (above) removing bread 

from the beehive oven.

Bob Roemer (right, top) making mullions with a 

wooden molding plane on a sticking board.

Ken Culnan (right) adjusts paper in the Colum-

bian Press.

Fun with muskets (below).
PHOTO OF ALICE ROEMER: CAROL COUTINHO; ALL OTHERS 
BOB AND ALICE ROEMER.
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EAIA President Judy McMillen’s 

class changed our view of our own 

cooking fi replace. What had been 

pride of ownership will now become 

pride of culinary production. Again, 

her workshop was a great transition 

from “how they did it” to actually do-

ing it. Alice and the other members of 

the hearth team—Carol Coutinho and 

John Green—with support from sever-

al other workshop participants, roasted 

and baked up a storm for a great group 

dinner on Thursday night. There was 

roast beef with a heavenly sauce, pota-

toes and fresh baked bread followed by 

delicious pies. After dinner, we had a 

follow-up lesson in why running water 

and dishwashers are a real luxury.

Sessions on using wooden planes, 

led by Bill McMillen, and making re-

pairs in wood, demonstrated by Robert 

Adam, gave everyone an opportunity to 

learn these skills or perfect their tech-

niques.

We’ll be back to Eastfi eld! We met 

great people, and the workshops were 

great. We encourage other EAIA mem-

bers to experience this week at Eastfi eld 

Village. (The workshops take place at 

the end of July. Check out Shavings for an 

announcement of the 2010 dates.) Come 

to learn more in your areas of interest 

and experience, but equally important, 

to explore new areas of early American 

craft and living.

EAIA President Judy McMillen (left) 

taught the cooking class. The tavern at 

Eastfi eld was a gathering place each eve-

ning, especially following the cooking class. 

Diners enjoyed roast beef, potatoes, and 

fresh baked bread followed by fresh baked 

pies (above, left).

Above, right. Carol Coutinho at the soap-

stone sink scrubbing potatoes for dinner. 

Below, left. Win Bigelow soldering his sil-

ver bowl at the EAIA Summer Workshops 

at Eastfi eld Village. 

Below, right. Carol Culnan shaping the 

seat for her three-legged stool. 

PHOTO OF JUDY MCMILLEN AT THE HEARTH: GLORIA 
ELLIOTT; ALL OTHERS BOB AND ALICE ROEMER.
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Revisiting the EAIA Birthplace
In her column in this issue, EAIA President Judy McMillen describes 

a visit made to the Wiggins Tavern in Northampton, Massachusetts, 

where in 1933 the EAIA was offi cially organized. Judy, her husband 

Bill, past president Bill Curtis, and EAIA Executive Director Elton 

W. Hall, presented a broadside, set by Elton Hall, to Mansour Ghal-

ibaf, current owner of the Tavern. We have reprinted here a copy of 

the broadside (see box) and the story from The Chronicle 1, no. 1 

(below) that describes that eventful day.

What is the Association?

A report of the Organization Meeting

At noon on August 31, 1933, there 

gathered at Wiggins’ Old Tavern, 

Northampton, Massachusetts, a group 

of men and women interested in pre-

serving for posterity the tools and 

implements used by our forefathers in 

maintaining life, as well as forming the 

adjuncts of life, now so sought by an-

tiquarians. 

The Secretary made the following 

list of those present: F. W. Fuessenich, 

Torrington, Conn; J. A. Humberstone, 

Edison Institute, Dearborn, Mich; S. E. 

Gage, Flushing, N. Y.; A. E. Lownes, P. 

O. Box 1531, Providence, R.I.; Dr. Ar-

thur E. Bye, Elm Grove, Holicong, Pa; 

W. B. Sprague, 43 Cedar St., New York; 

S. C. Wolcott, Nuttall, Va; A. B. Wells, 

Southbridge, Mass; L. N. Wiggins, Hotel 

Northampton, Northampton, Mass; E. 

T. Goodnow, West Cummington, Conn; 

F. L. Thoms, Litchfi eld, Conn; J. C. Hood, 

Chelsea, Vt; Dr. Edw. A. Rushford, 184 

Lafayette St., Salem, Mass; Emma Fitts 

Bradford, Orange, Mass; Florence P. 

Berger, Wadsworth Museum, Hartford, 

Conn; U. Waldo Cutler, c/o Worcester 

Historical Society, Worcester, Mass.

It was voted that all those present 

be admitted to membership upon pay-

ment of dues.

At Mr. Sprague’s suggestion, the fol-

lowing names of those interested, but 

who had sent regrets were noted; J. 

M. Connor, Jr.; Metuchen, N.J.: M. L. 

Blumenthal, Elkins Park, Pa; Stephen 

H. Pell, Fort Ticonderoga, N.Y; Charles Messer Stowe, c/o 

New York Evening Sun, New York, N.Y. 

For some few years several of those present had been col-

lecting the tools and implements of production, instead of 

the product. One of these men, Mr. W. B Sprague, conceived 

Wiggins Old Tavern
Birthplace of the

Early American Industries Association
August 31, 1933

How suitable a place was Wiggins’ Old Tavern for the birth of an associa-

tion for the study of early American tools, trades, and industries. Lewis N. 

Wiggins was owner and proprietor of the Northampton Hotel and Wiggins Old 

Tavern in which he exhibited his extensive collection of antique tools. One sum-

mer day as he was installing part of his collection “The Kitchen,” S. C. Walcott of 

Virginia introduced himself and struck up a conversation about tools and his ac-

quaintances who collected them. He proposed forming an association for “mutual 

aid and pleasure” in furthering their interest and knowledge. Mr. Wiggins re-

sponded by inviting Mr. Walcott to gather his friends at the Tavern as his guests 

for luncheon and discussion. Thus was born the Early American Industries As-

sociation “to encourage the study and better understanding of early American 

industry in the home, in the shop, on the farm, and on the sea….”

That small group of founders lost no time in getting the organization estab-

lished, collecting artifacts and information, and publishing a quarterly jour-

nal, The Chronicle, to record and preserve that information. The Association 

grew rapidly and its membership rolls soon included many of the leading 

antiquarians, historians, and museum curators of the day. The EAIA estab-

lished itself as the leading organization for research and publication in the 

area of early American tools and trades. The membership continued to grow 

and articles published in The Chronicle produced an ever-increasing resource 

of historical information in the fi eld.

In 2008 the Early American Industries Association celebrated its seventy-fi fth 

anniversary at the annual meeting in Albany, New York. During this interval 

interest in the history of tools, trades and the mechanical arts has grown from 

a handful of antiquarians gathering up obsolete implements to a large company 

of serious collectors and scholars, knowledgeable and appreciative of the role 

that tools have played in the lives of Americans and in the development of the 

United States from a group of agricultural communities to a great industrial 

power. To this growth of interest and knowledge, the EAIA has constantly 

made a signifi cant contribution. On our seventy-fi fth anniversary, we return 

thanks to Lewis N. Wiggins for his part in our creation.

William L. Curtis, Jr., President [signed] Elton W. Hall, Executive Director [signed]

continued next page
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the idea that a more concerted effort should be made to pre-

serve these old and valued aids to industry. This idea was 

born of his experience in collecting, when he observed the 

great and rapid loss of these old tools and implements, due 

to neglect, burning, junking, and carelessness.

To Mr. Sprague’s individual effort, seconded fi nally by a 

few of his friends, was due the meeting.

The meeting was held through the kindness and gener-

osity of Mr. Wiggins at his Old Tavern in Northampton, 

Massachusetts, and he, not being satisfi ed with that alone, 

invited the whole group, consisting of some fi fteen mem-

bers, including the wives of several, to a real old time feast. 

On the motion of Mr. Sprague, a rising vote of thanks was 

given him. 

Mr. Wells then moved that Mr. Sprague be made Chair-

man of the meeting, and eventually of any association which 

might be formed. This motion was seconded and passed.

At Mr. Sprague’s suggestion, Mr. S. C. Wolcott was elect-

ed Secretary. On motion, Mr. E. T. Goodnow was elected 

Treasurer.

2010 Annual Meeting Set for Mystic Seaport in Connecticut 

The EAIA heads to the East Coast and Mystic, Connect-

icut, for its 2010 Annual Meeting June 2–5. Mystic is 

home to Mystic Seaport, the Museum of America and the 

Sea. The Seaport is a re-created nineteenth-century seafar-

ing village, a working preservation shipyard, formal exhib-

it galleries, and the nation’s premier maritime art gallery. It 

is also home to four National Historic Landmark vessels in-

cluding the Charles W. Morgan, the last wooden whaling ship 

in the world. Currently undergoing a three-year restoration 

in the museum’s preservation shipyard, visitors can climb 

aboard the Morgan during this historic process and watch as 

this amazing work takes place. 

The fi rst day of the meeting will be spent at the Sea-

port, but on Friday members will have a choice of return-

ing to the Seaport or visiting the D’Elia Antique Tool Mu-

seum in Scotland, Connecticut, and the Ledyard Up-Down 

Saw Mill in Ledyard, Connecticut. That afternoon, Robin 

Lee of Lee Valley Tools will make a special presentation.

The Brown Auction will return to the EAIA meeting 

in 2010. Preview will be on Friday afternoon, and the auc-

tion is scheduled for 7 o’clock that evening.

Saturday’s activities will include the tool exchange 

and displays, whose theme will be “Down to the Sea.” Tom 

Densmore is scheduled to speak on the process of creating 

his special contribution to the EAIA Silent Auction.

 Other area attractions include the Mystic Aquarium 

and Institute for Exploration, Mashantucket Pequot Mu-

seum and Research Center, and Olde Mistick Village.

Plan now to attend!

The whaling ship Charles W. Morgan at Mystic Seaport.
PHOTO MYSTIC SEAPORT

What is the Association? Continued from previous page
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Short Subjects

New Astragal Catalog 
Issued

The Astragal Press has issued its Sum-

mer 2009 Catalog. The sixty-four 

pages comprise an outstanding group of 

books and DVDs on the history of tools, 

trades, mechanical arts, and crafts, includ-

ing some very esoteric subjects. The cata-

log is available on Astragal’s Web site, 

www.astragalpress.com or call 866-543-

3405, or see the ad in the EAIA Annual 

Membership Directory. EAIA members re-

ceive a 10 percent discount on Astragal 

Publications. 

Research Grants

The EAIA Research Grant Program is 

one of the ways in which we foster re-

search and dissemination of information in 

the various areas of our mission. Each year 

the EAIA makes one or more grants of up 

to $2,000 for this purpose. Applications are 

welcome from both professional and ama-

teur historians, and students whether or not 

they are EAIA members. Acceptance of an 

EAIA grant carries with it the responsibil-

ity to contribute an article to The Chronicle 

based on the research or a report on the proj-

ect in Shavings, as appropriate. The deadline 

for receipt of completed applications for the 

2010 program is March 15, 2010. Applica-

tions may be printed from the EAIA Web 

site or obtained from Justine Clerc, Coordi-

nator, Lorelton Assisted Living, 2200 W. 4th 

St., Apt. 129, Wilmington, DE 19805.

Book Note 

Most of us who are interested in the 

history of the mechanical arts are 

familiar with the great treatise by Joseph 

Moxon, Mechanick Exercises: or the Doctrine 

of Handy-Works, fi rst published in 1680. 

It has been reprinted many times includ-

ing an edition published by the EAIA in 

1979, now long out of print. Gary Roberts 

has rendered a great service by publish-

ing a new edition as a DVD through his 

Toolemera Press. It may be ordered on the 

Press’s Web site, www.toolemera.com for 

$22.40 including shipping.

Correction to the 2009 Annual 
Membership Directory

The phone number in the advertise-

ment for Axtell Antiques on the out-

side back page of the 2009 EAIA Annual

Membership Directory is wrong. The correct 

number is 607-467-4444. Please mark the 

correction on your copy of the Directory. 

The Axtell ad found on page 15 of this is-

sue contains the correct number.

Members’ Textile Tool 
Collection on Exhibit

The National Museum of the American 

Coverlet in Bedford, Pennsylvania, 

will open a new exhibit, “Flax & Fleece: 

Fiber to Fabric—Stay At Home And Use 

Me Well” on September 27. The exhibit 

features items from the collection of EAIA 

members Kitty Bell and Ron Walter. 

The exhibition title comes from a fl ax 

hatchel dated May 18, 1797, and decorated 

with the names John Mathewson and Lyda 

Mathewson along with the inscription 

“Stay At Home And Use Me Well.” The 

exhibition focuses on the tools and pro-

cesses used in textile production for the 

American home and farm during the late-

eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries. 

In conjunction with the exhibition 

opening, nationally known textile ex-

perts will offer a symposium on Satur-

day, September 26. Speakers will include 

Ute Bargmann, Dr. Trish Herr, Tandy 

Hersh, An Moonen, Michael Taylor, 

Marjie Thompson, and Ron Walter. De-

tails, schedule, and symposium reserva-

tion forms are available at the museum’s 

Web site (www.coverletmuseum.org) or 

call 814-623-1588. 

The exhibit will remain open through 

2010; a related workshop series is planned 

for the spring of 2010.

Head to Amazon Via the 
EAIA Web page

The EAIA receives a percentage of the 

sale of every order made on Amazon.

com by EAIA members. All you have to 

The Toolememera 

Press has republished 

Joseph Moxon’s Me-

chanick Exercises: 

or the Doctrine of 

Handy-Works, as a 

DVD. It is available at 

www.toolemera.com.

Welcome to the New EAIA Members
Listed below are the names of those who have joined EAIA in June, July, 
and early August. If you know of someone who would enjoy being an EAIA 
member, why not take them to a regional meeting or direct them to our Web 
page to download a membership form or a copy of e-Shavings.

continued page 15

Will Bondioli, Noti, Oregon

Pastor Lance K. Braun, Woodstock, 
Virginia

Dave Corrigan, West Hartford, 
Connecticut

Richard Dolan, New York, New York

Marvin Holloway, Murphys, 
California

Linda Hall Library, Bruce Bradley, 
Kansas City, Missouri

Don McConnell, Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas

Susan McLellan Plaisted, Morrisville, 
Pennsylvania

Ryan Prochaska, Iowa City, Iowa

Charles Silsley, Augusta, Kansas

Steamboat Arabia Museum, David 
Hawley, Kansas City, Missouri

David J. Stinson, Newmarket, New 
Hampshire

Kevin Stone, New Braunfels, Texas 

Graham Stubbs, Poway, California

Eric J. Whitacre, Elizabethtown, 
Pennsylvania

http://www.astragalpress.com
http://www.toolemera.com
http://www.coverletmuseum.org
http://www.toolemera.com


THE EAIA VIRTUAL BOOKSTORE

The Chronicle on DVD 

All the issues Volumes 1-61 

The Chronicle is now available in the easily readable PDF format. Although the EAIA is continuing 

its work on indexing The Chronicle, the index is only useful if there is easy, inexpensive access to 

all the back issues. With this DVD the contents will be available to researchers. At $25 plus $5 S&H for EAIA members ($35 

for non-members plus $5 S&H), the DVD costs the equivalent of fi ve back issues of The Chronicle. Until the index is complete, 

the DVD is the only way to access the treasure trove of information found in The Chronicle.

The Directory of American Toolmakers

After many years out of print, the Directory of American Toolmakers in now available in CD 

format. The Directory is the largest single source of information on North American 

toolmakers ever compiled. With over 1,200 pages containing over 14,000 entries and over 5,000 

supplemental names dating back to as early as 1636, together with cross-references, indexes, 

and lists of primary and secondary sources, this is an invaluable work has long been out of print. 

Cost for EAIA member is $20 plus shipping ($30 plus $5 shipping for non-members). 

A Pattern Book of Tools and Household Goods

Containing 83 copperplates of tools made in Birmingham, England, ca. 1818, for woodworking, 

metalworking leatherworking, clockmaking, gardening, gunsmithing, and dentistry, together 

with gent’s tool chests, sets of tools, combination tools, cooking and serving utensils, nut cracks, 

sugar cutters and cleavers, cork screws, jagging wheels, skewers, forks, cheese tasters, zesters, curl-

ing irons, nail clippers, sewing tools, boot hooks, key swivels, sword swivels, military equipment, 

pliers, vices, sporting goods, and many other useful items. Inserted in a pocket in the back cover 

is a reprint of an 1810 W. & C. Wynn price list which almost exactly 

matches the plates, descriptions, and prices in the pattern book. The 

book includes an illustrated introduction by Jane Rees discussing the 

history of tool manufacture in Birmingham and the importance of 

the pattern books in marketing the goods. The plates are reproduced 

full-size, including nine fold-outs, and the book has been handsomely 

produced by The Stinehour Press. EAIA Members $40 (non-mem-

bers $50) plus $5 S&H. 

BUT WAIT THERE’S MORE—A THREE-FER
YOU CAN OWN ALL THREE OF THESE GREAT RESEARCH RESOURCES —

The Chronicle on DVD, the Directory of American Toolmakers CD version, and the A Pattern Book of Tools 

and Household Goods— for $70 plus $5 S&H to the U.S. and Canada ($15 S&H overseas). That’s a $15 

savings (non-EAIA members pay $95).
Visit www.EAIAinfo.org for an order form, 

contact Elton Hall at eaia@comcast.net or 508-993-9578, or pay on line at 

www.EAIAinfo.org
We now accept payment through PayPal.

A page from the 

Pattern Book

http://www.EAIAinfo.org
mailto:eaia@comcast.net
http://www.EAIAinfo.org
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Calendar 
Shavings’ Bi-Monthly Listing of Antique Tool Events & Activities 
ENGLAND
Bretby, Burton On Trent, September 

25-26. David Stanley International Auc-
tion at the Bretby Conference Centre. 

Needham Market, October 15. Tony 
Murland International Auction. Visit www.
antique tools.co.uk for more information.

IRELAND & SCOTLAND
September 14-24. EAIA Annual Tool 
Tour, including Dublin, Belfast, and 
Glasgow. Contact Elton Hall, at eaia@
comcast.net or 508-993-9578.

CANADA

Ontario 
Pickering, October 4. Tools of the Trades 
Show and Sale. 10 A.M.–3 P.M. at the Picker-
ing Recreation Complex. The only antique 
tool specialty show in Canada with 30-plus 
selected dealers. Admission $5. Contact 
Gerry at 613-839-5607 for information.

NORTHEAST

New Hampshire
Nashua, September 18-19. Live Free Or 
Die Antique Tool Auction, Holiday Inn Ev-
erett Turnpike. For more information visit 
the Martin J. Donnelly Web page (www.
mjdtools.com) or call 800-869-0695

New Jersey
Pottersville, September 13. CRAFTS  o 
fNJ Family Picnic. Brady Camp, McCan Mill 
Road. Displays, catered lunch, tailgating, 
contests. Visit  www.craftsofnj.org or  send 
check for lunch ($14 adults, $7 for 12 and 
under) to Hank Allen, 524 Harriston Road, 
Glen Rock, NJ 07452 before August 31.

Madison, September 13. Colonial Cook-
ing Demonstration at Museum of Early 
Trades & Crafts. Noon - 5 p.m. Auroa & 

Doug Pitchell demonstrate cooking in Ear-
ly America. Admission. Call for more infor-
mation, 973-377-2982 x14.

Madison, September 17 and 24. Spinning 
Workshop at Museum of Early Trades & 
Crafts 6 - 8 p.m. A two-day workshop with 
spinner and Museum Director, Vivian C.R. 
James Call 973-377-2982 x14 to register. 

Tuckerton, October 10. EAIA Regional 
Meeting at the Tuckerton Seaport. Con-
tact Carl Bopp for information.

New York
East Meredith, October 12. Miller’s 
Harvest Festival, Hanford Mills. The 
mill’s gristmill and other feed processing 
machinery will be in operation. For more 
information visit www.hanfordmills.org.

Batavia, September 20. Western New 
York Antique Tool Collectors Meet, Holi-
day Inn, just off the New York State Thru-
way at Exit 48. Contact Chuck Wirtenson, 
315-363-7682 or cwirten1@twcny.tr.com.

Pennsylvania
Harrisburg October 23 & 24, 2009. The 
35th International Antique Tool Sale & 
Auction at the Sheraton Inn Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, featuring a special program 
on Friday morning by EAIA member Rog-
er K. Smith on new patented plane fi nds. 

York, January 23, 2010. M-WTCA Area 
P dealer show and public auction, Holiday 

Inn, Louck’s Road. Don Stark, Starkcd@
aol.com, 717-367-5207, M-WTCA, EAIA, 
CRAFTS, PATINA, individuals invited.

SOUTH

Virginia
McLean, September 13. PATINA Bi-
Monthly Meeting, American Legion Post 
270, 1355 Balls Hill Road. Contact Lee 
Richmond or lee@thebestthings.com.

MIDWEST

Indiana 
Indianapolis, October 16 & 17, 2009. 
Live Free or Die Antique Tool Auction. 
For more information visit www.mjd-
tools.com or call 800-869-0695. 

Michigan
Dearborn, September 19. M-WTCA 
Area C Meet. Contact Del Galofaro, 734-
676-0997 or sgalofaro@comcast.net

Wisconsin 
Genoa, September 12. M-WTCA Area 
B Meet. Contact Larry Thorson, 608-779-
0966 or lthorson@gensys-energy.com.

WEST 

New Mexico
Albuquerque, September 5-6. RMTC & 
SWTCA Labor Day Meeting, MCM Elegante 
Hotel & Conference Center. Contact Dave Fes-
sler, 505-243-4905 or davesstf@gmail.com.

Advertise in Shavings
ADVERTISING: Contact Editor Patty MacLeish, 401-846-7542; E-mail: <pmacleish@
verizon.net> (Subject Line: Shavings Ad); or mail to 31 Walnut St., Newport, RI 02840. 

Display Ads
Full Page (9.875"h x 7.5"w): $175 Half Page (4.75"h x 7.5"w: $110
Quarter Page (two sizes: 2.375"h x 7.5"w or 3.625"h x 5"w): $60 
Business Card (2"h x 3.5"w): $35
20% discount on three or more display ads for members. Ads do not need to 

run consecutively to receive the discount. Display ads are published in full color 
in the electronic version of Shavings. Advertisers may also add links from the ad to 
Web pages or e-mail addresses.

Classifi ed Ads
25 words or less—$4.00; 15¢ per word thereafter. Box around the ad—35¢ (A word is 
anything with a space on both sides of it.) Please make ad checks payable to EAIA. (Non-
Members add 20% per ad for either display or classifi ed.) 

2009-2010 DEADLINES: October 1, 2009; December 1, 2009; February 1, 2010; 
April 2010, June 1, 2010; August 1, 2010. 

Don’t Find Your Event Here?
Send your event information to 
Shavings and we will be happy to 
publish it. And after your event, 
send us a report and photographs. 
Send upcoming events and re-
ports to Shavings editor, Patty 
MacLeish, 401-846-7542; E-mail: 
<pmacleish@verizon.net>  or mail to 
31 Walnut St., Newport, RI 02840. 

http://www.antiquetools.co.uk
http://www.antique
http://www.mjdtools.com
http://www.mjdtools.com
http://www.craftsofnj.org
http://www.hanfordmills.org
mailto:cwirten1@twcny.tr.com
mailto:lee@thebestthings.com
http://www.mjd-tools.com
http://www.mjd-tools.com
http://www.mjd-tools.com
mailto:sgalofaro@comcast.net
mailto:lthorson@gensys-energy.com
mailto:davesstf@gmail.com
mailto:pmacleish@verizon.net
http://www.finetoolj.com
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Oregon
Albany, September 23–27. Society of the 
Preservation of Old Mills annual confer-
ence at Thompson’s Mill. Details at www.
spoom.org.

Washington
Seattle September 12. PNTC Monthly 
Meeting, Alki Masonic Hall. Contact Bill 
Racine, 503-628-1488.

The New York State Historical Asso-
ciation, Fenimore Art Museum and The 
Farmers’ Museum seek a preparator to 
participate in organizing and executing 
all exhibitions. For more information visit 
www.nysha.org or call 607-547-1462.

EAIA member Martha Katz-Hyman has 
several issues of The Chronicle that she 
would like to save from the recycling bin 
and is willing to give them to anyone in 
need. It includes 55, no. 3, and volumes 
56–60. Contact Martha at martha.katzhy-
man@gmail.com or 757-877-9321.

do is log onto the EAIA Web page (www.

EAIAinfo.org) and then click on the Ama-

zon icon. You’ll be linked to the Amazon 

page, and all the purchases you make will 

be credited to EAIA. You can order books, 

records, appliances, cameras, computers 

and even gift certifi cates. It costs you noth-

ing, and the EAIA coffers grow.

Library Books for Sale

Although only a fraction of its origi-

nal length, the library lists still 

comprise 240 titles on a wide variety of 

subjects. A title may be anything from a 

thin pamphlet or manufacturer’s catalog 

to a 500-page manufacturer’s catalog, a 

20-volume encyclopedia, or 50 volumes 

of reports of the U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture. About half the titles are manu-

facturers’ and dealers’ catalogs. The rest 

are trade editions and runs of annuals or 

periodicals. The prices are now being re-

duced fairly frequently. The lists maybe 

had without charge from Elton Hall at 

eaia@comcast.net, or 508-993-9578.

Sign up for e-Shavings

Be the fi rst to know the latest news! e-

Shavings subscribers receive their cop-

ies of the EAIA newsletter three to four 

weeks before “snail-mail” subscribers. But 

there are more reasons to subscribe to e-

Shavings —it’s printed in color, it includes 

direct links to Web sites, and it saves EAIA 

money. The EAIA receives a savings of 

about $650 per year for every one hundred 

members who opt out of the paper ver-

sion. If every member who has included 

an e-mail address with their membership 

information were to opt out of the paper 

Shavings, EAIA would save about $5,700 

annually. If everyone who has an e-mail 

address sent it to us, we would save even 

more in printing and mailing cost. 

How do you get e-Shavings? If you 

are not already receiving it, it means we 

do not have your e-mail address or that 

the address is incomplete. Send your e-

mail to eaia@comcast.net. Once you are 

on our list, we will send you the e-Shav-

ings. If you like it, let us know and we’ll 

take you off the list for the printed copy.

CLASSIFIED ADS

JIMBODETOOLS.COM 

The Largest Antique Tool Web 
site on Earth. Buying and selling 
fi ne antique tools. 518-537-8665. 
E-mail: jim@jimbodetools.com 

Leather Tools & Equipment
• bought and sold •

Huge leather tool sale coming this October

Tools to Use  •  Tools to Collect

Shop Talk!

P.O. Box 497

Belgrade, ME  04917

207-495-3600

shoptalk@proleptic.net

www.proleptic.net

For more information contact:

Short Subjects continued from page 12
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TONY MURLAND 
INTERNATIONAL AUCTION

Thursday October 15th 2009 
Limes Hotel, Needham Market, England

This year’s auction contains the usual selection of beautiful rare and unique tools, 
a fine array of tools that easily qualify as tools are art. From a private collection of

world class squares a fantastic ebony square and plumb line engraved 
Alan Lambert (1753-1852) of Carshalton. His son Charles Lambert founded

Lambert & Butler the tobacco giants. A great selection of tools by Norris, Spiers,
Mathieson, Preston, Stanley etc. Superb quality chisels, carving tools and gouges. 

A quality collection of European tools. 

In this year’s sale the first four hundred or so lots will be international quality. 
The sale will then move onto a great selection of our normal collectable and usable

tools. The catalogue will have a colour cover with pictures of the more stunning
items. The rest of the international quality tools can be viewed on our web site.

There will then be selective images of some of the better regular lots. 
This new format allows us to contribute to the ethics of reducing our carbon 

footprint and more to the point means our catalogue is only $12. 
We do not charge for you to view the auction online.

View catalogue online 

www.antiquetools.co.uk
email: tony@antiquetools.co.uk

Tel:  +44 (0) 1449 722992 

http://www.antiquetools.co.uk
mailto:tony@antiquetools.co.uk


DAVID STANLEY 
AUCTIONS

54th INTERNATIONAL AUCTION

approx 900 Lots of Quality
Antique Woodworking and

Allied Trades Tools on
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 2009

At the Bretby Conference Centre,
Nr Burton upon Trent, England

To include the first 350 lots from the late Max E. Ott Collection

$35 from The Mechanicks Workbench,
P.O. Box 420, Marion, Mass. 02738 USA.

USA Tel:  (508) 748-1680 E-mail: wing@mechwb.com

or Australia and New Zealand for £24
from David Stanley Auctions,

Osgathorpe, Leics. LE12 9SR England
from Australia Tel:  00-11-44-1530 222320

New Zealand Tel: 00-44-1530 222320

E-mail tools@davidstanley.com quoting your
mailing address and credit card details.

Visit our web site at
www.davidstanley.com

The collection comprises approximately 50 of the rarest Norris planes, a large collection of wooden planes by Iohn Green 
including many unusual items, and a fine collection of rules, gauges and instruments by W. F. Stanley London.

Many early catalogues and rare books and numerous other fine tools to excite both collectors and dealers!

Also included will be a much improved selection of tools which include entries from eleven countries.

In spite of this new digital age we are still producing our great, full color catalogs which include estimated prices,
condition coding, postal bidding instructions & prices realised list after the sale.

The entire catalog of 900+ lots available ON-LINE 3 weeks prior with full absentee bidding instructions at:

www.the-saleroom.com

http://www.the-saleroom.com
mailto:wing@mechwb.com
mailto:tools@davidstanley.com
http://www.davidstanley.com


Brown Auction Services
Fine Tool Journal
27 Fickett Road

Pownal, ME 04069
1 (800) 248-8114            Fax (207) 688-4831

It is plane to see who sells the best!

Please send ______ Catalog(s) for the 35th International Antique Tool Auction on October 24, 2009.  $28 US  & Canada.  
$34 USD for Overseas Airmail. Includes Prices Realized.

Order both ______ 2009 Auction Catalogs.  $50 US  & Canada.  $60 USD for Overseas Airmail. Includes Prices Realized. 
April Auction catalog mails when ordered, October catalog early September.

Visa/Mastercard No. __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __  Exp. Date:

Phone:      Signature:

Name:

Address:

City:             State:   Zip:

The 35th International Antique Tool Sale & Auction
SHERATON INN      OCTOBER 23 & 24, 2009     HARRISBURG, PA

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM starts at 8:30 a.m. on Friday 
morning. This year’s program features Roger K. Smith. Roger 
will be speaking on new patented plane finds. 

THE DEALER SALE is on Friday and features dealers from 
across the country, Canada, and England. With about 100 tables 
of the finest antique and usable tools available in one place, at one 
time, this is the largest non-club show in the United States. Many 
of our dealers save the best just for the show. So don’t miss out, 
come on down and take advantage of the sale and camaraderie. 
Show opens at 1:00 p.m. Friday. No show on Saturday. 

THE AUCTION on Saturday features E. W. Carpenter Improved 
Arms and Handled Plow. Sandusky center-wheel plow planes with 
ivory tips. Dorn’s Patent Plane. Dirigo Jig Saw. Beck Binocular. 
Spiers Gunmetal Panel Plane. Bailey Split Frame and Vertical 
Post Planes. Mint Union No. X 0 smoother. Holley Patent Turret 
Head Brace. Patent Models. Salesman’s Samples. Planemaker’s 
Chest with many tools. Stanley planes and many other tools of 
all types including many items in the original boxes. Inclinom-
eters and levels. Plow planes in rosewood, boxwood, and ebony; 
many with ivory. Large selection of ivory rules. Patented planes 
by Bailey, Holly, Gage, Phillips, Rust, Boss, Morris, Phelps, Sar-
gent, Traut, Miller, and many others. Patented braces and drills 
including unusual brace wrench. Large selection of infill planes 
including several rare examples. Goosewing axes. Log calipers 
and rules. And, as always, a good selection of high-quality box 
lots. More than 730 lots of outstanding tools. All offered for your 
consideration without reservations or reserves.

LARGE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG #35 mails early Sep-
tember. All tools fully described with color photos and accurately 
graded with estimates. Prices Realized mailed promptly after auc-
tion. Absentee bidding available. 

http://www.finetoolj.com/
pattymacleish
Text Box
www.finetoolj.com

http://www.finetoolj.com/%EF%BF%BC


Two Great Auction Weekends
Nashua, New Hampshire September 18 & 19, 2009
Indianapolis, Indiana October 16 & 17, 2009

Live Free or Die Antique Tool Auctions
a Division of Martin J. Donnelly Antique Tools

www.mjdtools.com (800) 869-0695

Featuring the Collection of the late Mary Lou Stover, Muskego, Wisconsin

http://www.mjdtools.com
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A drawing by Tom Elliott of 1811 General Store at 

Eastfi eld Village; the store was originally located in 

Minaville, New York. Each summer the EAIA sponsors 

workshops at Eastfi eld. Alice and Bob Roemer’s report on 

this year’s workshops begins on page 8.
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