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President’s Message
by Dana Shoaf 

Some Bright Spots

A college friend who likes history recently 
came to visit me, so we went out to explore 

some nearby early industrial sites. I wanted 
to take him to Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 
the National Park with fascinating industrial 
history, but it was too crowded, and the tem-
perature was already climbing. It’s been pretty 
torrid down here in the DC region and that day 
topped out at 95 degrees. We ended up seeing 
aqueducts, ironworks, and 1830s stone bridges 
on and near the C&O canal, another National 
Park gem, and doing most of our touring by ve-
hicle.

The day seemed like a metaphor for 2020, 
in that it took more effort, planning, and revis-
ing to make it successful than it first appeared. 
But, it was successful, and that was the key.

In a similar vein, it took planning and ef-
fort by First Vice President Sally Fishburn and 
Board Secretary Jane Butler to organize and put 
on our recent online auction. We didn’t expect 
to have to do that, of course, but it was success-
ful in raising almost $5,000, more than enough 
to cover the expenses from the canceled EAIA 
Annual Meeting. Thank you to all who donated 
items!

And oh, my goodness, wait until you read 
Paul Van Pernis’s article on how much our orga-
nization has received from the John and Janet 
Wells Fund. I’m not going to give away the good 
news, but let’s just say the Wells’s generosity 
has secured the EAIA’s future, and it is the type 
of gift that takes years of planning and effort to 

earn. During this difficult time, as other orga-
nizations flounder due to the lack of strategic 
planning, the decades of hard work put in by 
previous EAIA members and board members 
provide us with another bright spot.

I’m also thrilled by the amazing array of 
“COVID-19 projects” many of you are under-
taking. From coat hooks and display cases to 
paneled 18th-century doors, you will see some 
amazing bright spots of work from EAIA mem-
bers in this issue of Shavings. You all inspire 
me to head out to my “shop” and keep banging 
away on my projects.

Through pandemic, turmoil in the country, 
and a stultifying heat wave, EAIA members have 
put unabated effort and planning to projects 
great and small, providing a number of bright 
spots in a tough year. I thank you all!

Dana Shoaf used up some scrap in his shop to make 
this simple reproduction of a toy Civil War iron-
clad, basing it off an original in his collection. He 
gave it to a valued co-worker as a gift.

EAIA Annual 
Meeting 2021

We are hopeful that the 2021 Annual 
Meeting will be held May 19–22, 2021. 

Many of the plans had already been made for 
the 2020 meeting that was cancelled due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. We are fortunate 
that much of this planning can be carried over 
to the 2021 meeting. 

In the meantime, the some of the follow-
ing pages have photos of the area showing a 
sampling of the interesting sights to be seen 
in and around Staunton, Virginia. We look for-
ward to getting back to learning in person and 
greeting each other!

The American Frontier Culture Museum.
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From the Executive Director
by John Verrill

We are in the midst of summer here on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. It is hot, 

humid, and quite dry with the exception of 
the occasional downpours which seem to run 
right off, and then we return to dry conditions 
quickly. Nevertheless, our lawns seem to be 
in need of cutting way too often, when sitting 
on the porch with cold lemonade and a good 
book would be a preferable activity.

For those folks who collect tools or who 
like to visit museums or historic sites, it has 
been a slow summer due to so many events 
and venues being canceled or closed by the 
coronavirus. I am sure many folks are anxious 
to get out and about but the virus just has us 
buffaloed right now. So, it is a good time to try 
new activities or return to projects that have 
been left undone for one reason or another. In 
this issue we focus on the projects that you, 
our members, are doing. It has been exciting 
to open my email lately as you all have hearti-
ly responded to my request to share what you 
are doing. The range of projects from simple 
to complex is exciting. We appreciate your 
work and thank you for sharing it with your 
fellow members!

Each Thursday morning, Chronicle edi-
tor Megan Fitzpatrick selects an article from 
one of the past issues of the Chronicle to share 
with you. These are posted on the EAIA web-
site blog; if you subscribe to the blog you will 
get notification when these Chronicle Weekly 
articles are posted. Links to the articles are 
also placed on the EAIA’s social media sites 

Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We hope 
you enjoy reading these legacy articles, we 
have plenty to choose from as the Chronicle 
has been published continuously since 1933—
that’s 87 years!

To all who participated in or followed the 
recent EAIA Online Silent Auction, we thank 
you very much! There were over 100 items 
donated and many of them were made by the 
donor. Bidders did a great job of helping EAIA 
to recoup some of the income lost from post-
ponement of the Annual Meeting in Staunton, 
Virginia. A report on the auction proceeds is 
included elsewhere in this issue. I would be 
remiss if I did not talk about the wonderful 
job that EAIA Vice President Sally Fishburn 
did in selecting an Internet auction provider 
and getting the auction organized. Jane Butler, 
EAIA secretary, received all the objects, pho-
tographed them, and added descriptions to 
post on the site. When the auction was over, 
Jane boxed them up and mailed them out to 
the winning bidders! We are certainly pleased 
with the results and shout out to all who do-
nated and bid!

Paul Van Pernis has shared the wonder-
ful news about the bequest that John & Janet 
Wells made to the EAIA endowment (a match-
ing amount went to the M-WTCA), which will 
help insure the success of the EAIA into the 
future. Paul has outlined that bequest in a sep-
arate article on page 5.

Please stay safe and well until we are able 
to meet again.

EAIA Annual 
Meeting 2021

Scenes from Staunton, location of the 2o21 
EAIA Annual Meeting.

Historic Architecture
Interesting Shops
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An Incredible Legacy Gift to the EAIA!
by Paul Van Pernis

John and Janet Wells were avid tool 
collectors and strong supporters 

of the mission, publications, and pro-
grams of the Early American Indus-
tries Association. They felt strongly 
about the many friendships they made 
and the wonderful experiences they 
enjoyed at the EAIA meetings they at-
tended over the years. Known as an 
expert on American patented planes, 
John generously shared his encyclo-
pedic knowledge of tools with anyone 
who asked. 

He was a tireless and prolific re-
searcher and author with over 240 
articles published in the Chronicle and other 
antique tool publications. He also coauthored 
Leonard Bailey and His Woodworking Planes, 
which was published in November 2019.1 
John and Janet often spoke of their desire to 
do something meaningful for EAIA as part 
of their estate planning. After Janet’s death, 
John put those thoughts into action and es-
tablished a trust that, after his death, directed 
his trustee to sell the extensive tool collection 
that John and Janet had collected and return 
those wonderful tools to the tool collecting 

1 John’s generosity continues even after his pass-
ing.  Both John Wells and coauthor Paul Van Pernis have 
instructed the book’s publisher that any profits from the sale 
of the Leonard Bailey book now and in the future are to be 
split equally between the EAIA and the M-WTCA.

community. The trust also made provision 
that the proceeds from the sale of those tools 
be equally divided between the Early Ameri-
can Industries Association and the Mid-West 
Tool Collectors Association. After Johns death 
in August 2018, the collection was inventoried 
and the tools were put on the market. The final 
sale of those 1,202 lots of collectible tools was 
completed this past summer and the result 
was an incredible gift of $266,097.64 to EAIA!

These funds have been placed in the EAIA 
Endowment Fund. Income from that fund will 
be used not only to support the EAIA Research 
Grants Program and fund some other educa-
tional opportunities but will also help support 
EAIA’s publications and programs

John also left an additional gift in his will 
of $277,311.62 to the EAIA. These funds will 
also go into the EAIA Endowment Fund. The 
total gift from the John and Janet Wells estate 
is an incredible $543,409.26!

This tremendously generous legacy from 
John and Janet Wells will ensure that the pro-
grams, publications and benefits of member-
ship in the Early American Industries Associa-
tion will continue for generations to come and 
will help keep the EAIA’s membership dues 
affordable. 

Very few of us can do what John and Jan-
et have done for our organization, but most of 
us can do something to help. We can all fol-
low their lead and volunteer our time and tal-
ents by serving on a committee, becoming a 
board member, writing an article or blog post, 
or helping with a regional or annual meeting. 
Also, your financial gifts, either during your 
lifetime or as part of your estate planning, no 
matter how small, make a difference! Those 
dollars continue to grow and allow our orga-
nization to prosper and expand our ability to 
continue the publications and programs we all 
enjoy! Please remember the EAIA with your fi-
nancial gifts and planning and let’s all remem-
ber and thank Janet and John Wells for being 
such thoughtful and generous benefactors. 

What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments, but what is woven into the lives of others. —Pericles

John and Janet Wells.
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EAIA Auction Review
by Sally A. Fishburn

Hopefully every one was aware that we 
moved our Saturday night Annual Meet-

ing Auction on-line as the 2020 Annual Meet-
ing was postponed.

When the executive board made the hard 
but necessary decision to postpone the annual 
meeting, I started looking into on-line auction 
sites. With John Verrill and Megan Fitzpatrick’s 
input, we decided that CharityAuctionsToday 
best fit our organization’s preferred technolo-
gy platforms.

With the board’s blessing, the executive 
committee moved forward with the auction. 
John Verrill managed the financial and com-
munications end of the auction, Jane Butler 
handled photographing and listing the items 
on the site, and Dana Shoaf performed his 
well-honed encourager skills. I will note that 
the lion’s share of the work landed in Jane’s 
lap, for which she deserves many thanks. Not 
only did she list the items but she also man-
aged shipping them to the highest bidders. 
Thank you, Jane!

Being a new event to all of us, this on-line 
auction was a bit nerve racking, but we placed 
our trust in the auction site to help manage the 
whole affair and our membership to make it 
happen. And the membership, to no surprise, 
stepped up. We listed 98 items donated by 28 
members. Thank you all for the donations. 
The auction yielded almost $5,000 in income.

We received a great variety of items with 
appeal to a great variety of members. We did 
have to ask that the items be lighter in weight 
and smaller in size than those that are often 

brought to our silent auction at the Annual 
Meeting. No anvils. No full size pieces of fur-
niture!

We had 150 bidders from across our mem-
bership, and even including some non-mem-
ber bidders. Thank you all to the bidders.

Two items tied for highest bids: Megan 
Fitzpatrick’s sliding lid Shaker candle box and 
Bill McMillan’s tin-plated teapot both netted 
$250. Not far behind with a $200 winning bid 
was the architecturally intricate bird house 
donated by Paul and David Van Pernis.

Thank you all for a successful silent auc-
tion. As our one yearly fund raiser we appre-
ciated everyone’s involvement. Here’s looking 
forward to next year’s auction in whatever 
form it may take. We have successfully added 
a new tool to the EAIA’s toolbox.

Whatsits
Spring Whatsit 
Revealed

Richard Jones has 
identified the Whatsit 
object from the spring 
issue of Shavings. He 
writes:

Your whatsit Spring 
2020 volume 256 is 
a paver’s footpath roller; whenever they 
laid a concrete footpath they would run 
the roller over the wet concrete to form 
indents in the surface, it gave the finish a 
better look and more grip during inclem-
ent weather. Best regards, Richard Jones.

Thanks Richard!

Another Whasit

The four images here show an unidenti-
fied tool approximately 11 1/2ʺ long. It was 

found in a box lot of leatherworking tools. If 
you know what it is, please email Dan Miller 
at dan@dragonflycanoe.com or John Verrill at 
executivedirector@EarlyAmericanIndustries.
org
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EAIA Research Grants
by Heidi Campbell-Shoaf, Research Grants Committee Chair

The Early American Industries Association 
established a research grant program in 

1979; it was initially funded through the gen-
erosity of the Winthrop Carter family and 
others. Grants provide financial assistance to 
individuals, students, and scholars undertak-
ing research focusing on the study and better 
understanding of early American industries 
as outlined in the EAIA’s mission statement. 
Awards support research resulting in the cre-
ation of articles, publications, exhibits, and/or 
audiovisual materials that share the research-
er’s findings with a wider audience.

A requirement of EAIA research grants is 
the submission of at least one article to the 
Chronicle; recipients are also encouraged to 
create a display, or serve as a speaker at an 
EAIA Annual Meeting. Grants are awarded 
in April of each calendar year and frequently 
support travel expenses or document repro-
duction costs directly related to research. The 
Research Grants Committee is currently au-
thorized to award up to three grants of $3,000 
each calendar year for a total of $9,000 if the 
funds are available. There are four named 
grant awards: The Winthrop L. Carter Grant, 
the John S. Watson Grant, the James M. Gay-
nor Memorial Grant, and The John & Janet 
Wells Grant.

In 2020, the EAIA Research Grants Com-
mittee determined that one proposal met the 
program’s requirements and they awarded the 
James M. Gaynor Memorial Grant, named for 
past president and former director of histor-

ic trades at Colonial Williamsburg, James M. 
Gaynor, to Karl J. Schmidt, Ph.D. of Esteline, 
South Dakota.

Dr. Schmidt titled his proposal “Thomas 
Passmore: Tinsmithing Entrepreneurship in 
the Early Republic, 1793-1809.” The following 
is taken from his project narrative: 

During this time, tinsmiths were still en-
gaged in their work in individual tin shops 
and small manufactories (the work was 
done by hand with no mechanization,) 
but had not yet been adversely affected by 
mechanized factory industrialization. At 
the beginning of the period, the work of 
the tinsmith might be fairly characterized 
as craft production; by the end of the peri-
od, tinware producers were experiencing 
the pressures of mass production, with the 
accompanying movement away from lo-
calized craft work to using techniques that 
enabled them to reach wider for markets 
for their wares.
Rather than look at these tinsmiths of the 
Early Republic more or less anonymously 
in the aggregate, a technique that is com-
mon among historians, I’m interested in 
researching and writing about the expe-
riences of an individual tinsmith as a case 
study with a biographical slant, teasing 
out his individual experiences as a tin-
smith and his efforts as a businessman 
and entrepreneur, as much as the existing 
records will allow.

Thomas Passmore was an active Phila-
delphia tinsmith in the period 1793–1809. 
During that time, he rose from being an 
ordinary tinplate worker owning a small 
shop to being the owner of a ‘tin manufac-
tory,’ employing nearly two dozen jour-
neymen tinsmiths. Their production was 
of such size and scale that Passmore also 
owned a separate warehouse in Philadel-
phia in which he stored his tin goods ready 
for sale and, according to newspaper ad-
vertisements, sold his goods throughout 
the country.

We look forward to reading the article that 
Karl will write for the Chronicle at the conclu-
sion of his research.

The EAIA Research Grants Committee is 
anxious to spread the word about these op-
portunities. We hope you as members will 
encourage others who are doing research on 
historic trades, tools, and crafts to apply. You 
do not have to be a student or a professional 
researcher to apply; what you need is a project 
that you want to learn more about, are willing 
to do original research, and to write an article 
that will be read by our membership and be-
yond. The deadline for 2021 grants is March 
15, 2021. We encourage all applicants to read 
the guidelines located on the EAIA website, 
https://eaiainfo.org/research/research-grants/ 
and to contact John Verrill or me if you have 
questions.
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Daguerreotype Photo Process
by Heidi Campbell-Shoaf

The first commercially-viable photograph-
ic process was invented in 1839 by French 

artist and photographer Louis Daguerre. In-
stead of retaining the rights to the process 
himself, he negotiated with the French gov-
ernment so that in exchange for a lifetime 
pension, the process could be made available 
to the public. On August 19, 
1839, the French govern-
ment made the daguerreian 
process “free to the world.” 
This early form of open 
source technology enabled 
photography to spread rap-
idly; before the end of Sep-
tember that year,  daguerre-
otypes had been made in 
the United States, and with-
in a decade there were pho-
tos of far-flung locales from 
the Middle East and Asia to 
South America.

A daguerreotype is a 
photograph made by sensi-
tizing a silver-coated copper 
plate using iodine vapors 
and then placing the plate in 
a camera, which was a wooden box to which 
a lens was affixed. There was no shutter, so 
to expose the plate a photographer would re-
move the lens cap and wait for the amount of 
time they thought would be adequate based 
on the available light. It took only about two 
years for improvements to the sensitizing 
process to reduce exposure times from min-

utes to seconds. The exposed plate would be 
developed using mercury fumes. The process 
resulted in a one-of-a-kind image, or a latent 
image, since there was no negative created. 
Daguerreotypes have a high level of clarity and 
detail that are unsurpassed even by modern 
technologies.

Since daguerreotype 
images are fragile, they were 
covered with glass and a 
mat, and either framed or 
put into a case. Over the 
years, any old photograph 
in a case got labeled as a 
daguerreotype, but in fact 
only those pictures that 
are on silver-coated copper 
plates are true examples of 
the process. Identifying da-
guerreotypes is quite easy 
since the polished silver 
surface is mirror-like and by 
tilting the image back and 
forth the picture will appear 
and disappear, much like a 
modern holographic sticker. 

The introduction of Da-
guerre’s technique unleashed a wave of pho-
tographic innovation and invention over the 
following decades making pictures more af-
fordable and plentiful. Though the technology 
has never really completely died, its popular 
use ended in the 1860s leaving the daguerreo-
type process in the hands of artists and photo 
historians.

Daguerreotype portrait of two children c. 
1845, collection of Heidi Campbell-Shoaf.

EAIA Annual 
Meeting 2021

Scenes from Staunton, location of the 2o21 
EAIA Annual Meeting.

Shakespeare Theater
Tiffany Stained Glass
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Surveying, Drawing, Calculating, and Mining Collections
by Ron Blauch, Enola, Pennsylvania 

Ron Blauch sent along this article about his 
collections of objects that he and his wife, Georgia, 
have collected over a lifetime. We really appreciate 
the work and dedication it takes to put together 
such a collection.

I’ve been collecting for over twenty years 
now, and it may be more of an obsession 

than a hobby. When I started my career many 
years ago as a land surveyor, and later, civil en-
gineer, it was a period of technology revolution. 
The revolution relegated measurement, draft-

ing, and calculation tools and instruments that 
were the way things got done for two hundred 
years to the obsolete and useless pile.

It was an appreciation of the craftsmanship 
and ingenuity of the tools that existed before 
the age of dancing electrons and binary digits 
that brought me to collect those relics and cat-
alogue the vanished makers and techniques. It 
is a never ending learning experience.

I started collecting a few surveying instru-
ments and tools as a way to illustrate the way 
things were done before. Then I began to fo-
cus on the various makers of the instruments 
and the odd small tools. Over time, as our kids 

made it through college, funds became avail-
able, learning continued, and the earlier in-
struments became more desired.

At the start of my career, we prepared pen-
cil drawings that were sent to a room full of 
draftspersons who put out the drawings in in-
delible ink on linen paper. The drafting tools 
also became obsolete as the need for their true 
craftsmanship migrated to Computer Aided 
Drafting (CADD). Those hundreds of types of 
incredible tools became a new part of my col-
lecting, as well as odd tools used to conduct 

engineering tests of soils, stream flow, and 
others.

My wife and I had become part-time deal-
ers in old stuff and were attending auctions 
when heavy calculators were sitting in rows of 
household items and auctioneers referred to 
them as “boat anchors” (being that was about 
the only use for them) and begged a quarter 
for them. They became another branch to col-
lect, along with slide rules and other calculat-
ing devices.

Lastly, I had the experience of working 
in coal mine reclamation at one point in my 
career and came to appreciate the work and 

tools of bituminous coal mining in western 
Pennsylvania and anthracite mining in the 
east. Mining was tough and dangerous, and the 
tools and lamps used became the final branch 
of my collection.

Some may look at the collection and think 
“hoarding” and maybe rightfully so, but it is 
all cataloged with no duplicates. Each piece 
represents a maker or a style of a tool used for 
a purpose. There is much in the collection of 
little value, but it illustrates something. There 
are some pieces in the collection of higher val-

ue but few of great rarity. A story can be told by 
a rare specialized piece, but I cannot justify the 
cost to hold such a piece for the smaller value 
(to me) of its story.

The collection is primarily for my own 
study and appreciation. At some point, a few 
pieces will hopefully get to historical associa-
tions where they may have significance. In the 
meantime, I’ll continue to search for the less 
common pieces that tell the story of the tools 
of surveying, drafting, calculating, and mining 
over the few centuries before the digital elec-
tronic age.
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0 Quarantine Projects
Richard C. Wright 
 Troy, New Hampshire

Here is a photo of a piece I make often, 
but this one was requested by my wife 

and this was a great time to get it done and 
installed. I made everything except the screws. 
That was a piece of pine from the local saw 
mill as well, just a left over from trimming out 
a new window.

Steve Pender 
Rockwell, South Carolina

I needed something to display my plane col-
lection, so I cobbled this together over the 

last couple months. It won’t hold them all, but 
it gets them out of dresser drawers and off the 
closet shelves, lol! It’s in a room right off the 
living room; I’m using it as a home office and 

“library” for the dozens of American history 
books written in the late 17th and early 18th 
centuries dealing with the Revolutionary War 
and founding of our country.

Ricard Cunningham 
Forest, Virginia

Richard has com-
pleted a built in 

closet and a nifty tool 
storage cabinet for his 
wood shop.

Marty Schlabach and Jean Welser, 
Interlaken, New York

My wife, Mary Jean Welser, and I are col-
lectors. We are better collectors than 

organizers. While we continued to collect 
over the last few months, it’s been via online 
sources; eBay, Etsy, Facebook Marketplace, 
LiveAuctioneers.com, auctionzip.com, etc. 
However,  I did use some of my time at home 
to better organize parts of our collections. 
Two collections that I focus on are chicken 
waterers and 19th-century woven coverlets, 
especially those woven in New York. I worked 
on my website that displays some of my chick-
en waterers and coverlets. I still have a lot of 
content to add, but it’s starting to be represen-
tative of these two collections:

lattaroxfarm.com/chicken-waterers
lattaroxfarm.com/coverlets
More importantly, I spent time creating a 

better invento-
ry of our cover-
lets, writing up 
descriptions, 
giving them ac-
cession num-
bers, and orga-
nizing them on 
shelves. Now 
when I’m look-
ing for a specific 
coverlet, I’ll be 
more likely to 
be able to find 
it.
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1 Steven O’Shaughnessy 
Boston, Massachusetts

I am building two reproduction  late 18th 
century exterior doors for the Peabody Essex 
Museum’s Crowninshield Bentley house in 
Salem, Massachusetts. Raised panels made 
with panel raising plane made specifically for 
this project by Jeremiah Wilding of Colorado. 
Here is a shot of the completed doors. As soon 
as they are hung in their openings at the 1727 
Crowninshield Bentley House I will send pic-
tures.

I thought I’d share a photo of my slid-
ing-field story pole and the story stick tool 
with the actual specs knifed in (top, next col-
umn), and a full length shot of the Beverly Jog 

door with its story pole and lay out stick (pre-
vious column, bottom).

Above, detail of the door’s construction. Bottom, 
raising the panels of the door.
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2 Bill Bilancio 
Leesburg, Florida

Over the past 5 to 6 months I’ve embarked 
on a restoration project, a Hammacher, 

Schlemmer & Co. Combination Bench and 
Tool Cabinet. This bench’s previous refinish-
ing covered up some serious damage caused 
by insects, mice, and alterations. A heavy coat 
of muddy red stain and wood filler obscured 
much of the damage. The further I proceeded 
the more I realized a complete rebuild and re-
finish was necessary. 

The most notable feature of this bench is 
the fact its primary wood is mahogany and not 
the usual white oak often seen. Another fea-
ture is the quick-release vice with two receiv-
ers, one at the left front corner and the other 

at the right-hand end. A screw-adjustable dog 
is installed in the maple bench top. 

Given that this bench is made of mahog-
any, one wonders if it was a special order or 
possibly for a company in-store display or a 

trade show. I am currently in the process of 
re-assembly; I still have the top lid to finish 
and hardware to install. I would like to give a 
special Thanks to Bob Gordon and Paul Ham-
ler for their expertise and guidance with this 
project. Your comments and additional infor-
mation are welcomed. 

Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest 
Forest, Virginia

Craftsmen at Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar 
Forest have been hand-making parts for 

the large Doric Order entablature that will 
grace the central dining room at Jefferson’s 
retreat. The wood is old growth poplar from 
Jefferson’s time. 

Paul Hamler used a set of originals to make a mold 
to cast the sets that were missing. You can hardly 
tell the difference.

Almost finished!

Left to right: Dave Clauss, C. J. Frost, and Brian 
Foree.
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3 David Pollak 
Montville, New Jersey

I’ve been working at Blatt Billiards in New 
Jersey for almost a year now, and have col-

laborated with the other craftsmen here on 
some really nice tables. Although technolo-
gy has replaced a lot of traditional forms of 
craftsmanship (marquetry, carving, turning, 
etc.), there’s still a lot of tricky and precise 
hand work. We also restore tables, some of 
which are over 100 years old.

Pool table tops are generally made up of 
three or four heavy, flat slates, usually 1” thick. 

To ensure a flat surface over this area requires 
hand planning the frame and its supporting 
cross members. This is achieved with a joiner 
plane and a lot of muscle. I use a Lie Nielsen 
#8 with custom ebony handles. This plane 
weighs 10 pounds. The entire surface has to be 
so flat that one cannot slide a piece of paper 
out from under a long straightedge no mat-
ter where it is placed across the surface. Once 
that is achieved, poplar frames are glued to the 
underside of the slates. They are positioned 
poplar side up on the newly planned table and 
they have to be planned totally flat as well. If 
all this is done properly when the slates are 
turned over on the table one should be able to 

slide a nickel across all the slate joints without 
it catching. This certainly serves to prove that 
a joiner plane properly set up and used can 
produce highly accurate work.

Bob Roemer, 
Bolton, Massachusetts

My latest COVID project is the restoration 
of the case for a New Hampshire tall 

case clock. The works were made by Joshua 
Tolford in Gilmanton, New Hampshire, about 
1800. The case was made by David Youngs of 
Concord, New Hampshire, and had been shel-
lacked (I now understand the etymology of 
“getting a real shellacking;” the clock case, not 
me). 

I inherited the clock from a relative who 
was an engineer in Concord, New Hampshire, 
in the 1960s. I’m sticking to my area of compe-
tence, cabinetmaking, and leaving restoration 
of the works to a professional clockmaker and 
repairer, John Fitzwilliam of Fitzwilliam, New 
Hampshire. The restoration has been fun as 
has the research into the clock and case mak-
ers.



Sh
av

in
gs

 2
57

, S
um

m
er

 2
02

0
Pa

ge
 1

4 Ed Lebetkin, Chapel Hill, NC

I have 2 molding planes maker marked Ken-
nedy White New York. The interesting 

thing is the owner mark is L. Bailey. They are 
marked on the toe and heel. Would anyone 
know if these were from the personal tool kit 
of THE Leonard Bailey of metal plane making 
fame with Stanley?

I collect Leonard Kennedy, Hartford, 
planes, and my home town. Searches turn up 
all his kids too and I found these planes.

Sally A. Fishburn   
Danville, Vermont

The last couple of years have been very 
intense for our window restoration busi-

ness, S. A. Fishburn, Inc. In June we com-
pleted the last steps in the restoration of the 
windows in St. Peter’s Episcopal Mission 
(built 1897). The job required the removal 
of the sashes and the frames for a complete 
restoration. The windows had suffered from 
water and insect damage. I have never before 
experienced such extensive powder post bee-
tle damage as I found in these frames. Some 
pieces of the frame were literally a hard shell 

of paint and saw dust. The newly restored win-
dows are sound again and the center sashes of 
each unit are again functional.

At the other end of the time spectrum we 
removed the last sashes for restoration yester-
day from the Norwich Congregational Church 
(built 1805). No bugs here just well loved win-
dows requiring some over due maintenance. 
We stripped decades of paint build up of the 
sashes, repaired cosmetic damage and add-
ed weather stripping to the units to increase 
their energy efficiency. These sashes should 
be good to go for at least another fifty years 
before requiring such an extensive refinishing 
job again. We started the job with the fabulous 
Palladian window.

Also in June we upgraded our chicken 
house with window units. Ross, a local student 
built the frames, fit and hung the salvaged 
sashes under my direction while working on 
his senior project in my shop. A year later we 
managed to strip the sashes and yet another 
year later we painted the sashes. Before mov-
ing the new batch of layer hens into the coop 
we installed the windows. No more covering 
the “windows” over with plastic to get the 
hens through the winter for me. Now I need 
to a build new door with side light.
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5 We Welcome New Members

We wish to express our thanks and extend a warm welcome to these 
members who have joined since last fall. Your interest and sup-

port is very much appreciated.

Allen Arthur, 333 Betty Lane, 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Joe Barry, 46 South Pleasant 
Street, Randolph, VT 5060

Bob Beckley, 4303 Rainbow 
Drive, Missoula, MT 59803

Jacalyn Bedworth, 519 North 
Pine Street, GRANTSBURG, 
WI 54840

Gordy Behrendt, 1786 Maple 
Dale, West Bend, WI 53095

Cary Bein, 4908 West 75th Ave., 
Schereville, IN 46375

Richard Bell, 644 Route 304, New 
City, NY 10956

Lee Bendtsen, 112 Sunrise Ave., 
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Tom Benson, 338 NW 84th 
Street, Seattle, WA 98117

Rick Benze, 1155 Marriottsville 
Road, Marriottsville, MD 
21104

Carrie Blough, 1776 D St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20006

Olivia Bradley, 303 Ladson Road, 
Silver Spring, MD 20901

Peter Brandes, PO Box 1896, 
Eagle, CO 81631

Steven C. Broyles, 451 Roman 
Rd., Weyers Cave, VA 24486

Shawn Carlson, 11748 Mansion 
Street, Princess Anne, MD 
21853-1223

Peg Chapman, 27449 Baywood 
Dr NE 27449 baywood dr ne, 
Kingston, WA 98346

David Clark, 7745 ROE AVE, 
PRAIRIE VILLAGE, KS 66208

Robert Collington, 141 Heritage 
Road, North Kingstown, RI 
02852

John Davis, 7006 Bruin Ct., 
Manassas, VA 20111

Paul Dechow, 6516 Dartbrook 
Drive, Dallas, TX 75254

Paul deFur, P.O. Box 12, Chiltern,  
03683

Steve Delisle, 1304 Plymouth 
Road, BelAir, MD 21015

Jarrell Dowell, 1692 Timberwolf 
Trail, Stephenville, TX 76401

Mona Dunn, 7314 Route 20, 
Madison, NY 13402

Richard Eckert, 9 Washington 
Rd, Brimfield, MA 01010

Larry Eichman, 5 Merry Oak 
Trail, Piedmont, SC 29673

Brian Feegle, PO Box 1282, King 
George, VA 22485

Kim Fleagle, 3013 Old Rte 22, 
Hamburg, PA 19526

Bob French, 4108 McClain Drive, 
Decatur, IL 62526

Steven Frysinger, 7358 Shady 
Grove Rd, Mount Crawford, 
VA 22841

Dan Gaier, 4477 W Us Route 36, 
Piqua, OH 45356

Chelsea Goldstein, 5415 Wm 
Ludwell Lee, Williamsburg, 
VA 23188

Harold Goser, 2335 Theresa St., 
Jefferson City, MO 65101

Ryan Green, 42 Aldridge Ave, 
Toronto, AZ M4C 3W4

Richard Hansen, 444 16th Ave N, 
South Saint Paul, MN 55075

Winston Harr, 8119 Bay Dr, 
Tampa, FL 33635

James Hilty, 218 President Circle, 
Summerville, SC 29483

Andrew Howerton, 1257 Donald 
Street, Jacksonville, FL 32205

Robert Hubbs, 1020 Virginia 
Ave., Lancaster, PA 17603

Debra Hughes, 1108 Brinton 
Place Rd.  #35, West Chester, 
PA 19380

Charles Jackson, 302 Fox Valley 
Dr, Dothan, AL 36305

Tim James, 92 South Mill River 
Rd., South Deerfield, MA 
01373

Larry John, P.O. Box 1658, San 
Anselmo, CA 94979

Mark Johnston, 451 Westfield 
Lane, Vadnais Heights, MN 
55127-8513

Mark Kaplan, 1600 
Massachusetts Ave. - Apt. 702, 
Cambridge, MA 02138

Karl Kramer, 81 West Main 
Street, P.O. Box 417, Alloway, 
NJ 08001-0417

Scott Krogh, 406 London 
Company Way, Williamsburg, 
VA 23185

Charles LeCount, 611 West Lane 
St. Apt. 6, Raleigh, NC 27603

Jon Leenhouts, 10365 124th 
Street, Chippewa Falls, WI 
54729

Rick Lennox, 22 Patsy Lane, 
Thetford Center, VT 05075

William Lenzke, 6015 W 20th 
Ave, Kennewick, WA 99338

Greggory Lowry, 704 Scott 
Drive, Edmond, OK 73013

Larry Magerkurth, 77151 Iroquois 
Drive, Indian Wells, CA 92210-
9026

James May, 118  Ashwood Pl, 
Port Matilda, PA 16870-7113

Steve McCaughrean, 414 S 
Madison St, Woodstock, IL 
60098-4039

Lyle Merrifield, 195 No. Gorham 
Rd., Gorham, ME 04038

Rebekah Michael, 4316 Ridgeway 
Ave., Ashland, KY 41101

Robert Miller, 6531 West 800 
South, Westpoint, IN 47992

Matthew Mizner, 403 Sir John 
Ct, Franklin, TN 37064

Daniel Mundy, 375 Oak Grove 
Road, Pittstown, NJ 08867
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6 Don Murdock, 11903 
Summerdale Dr., Houston, TX 
77077

John B. Newton, 157 Woodville 
Rd., Warren, CT 06777

Tom O’Donnell, 2124 N. Neva 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60707

Steven L. Palm, 210 Highland 
Ave., Lewistown, PA 17044

Robert Patrick, 2450 Derbyshire 
Apt 301, Cleveland Heights, 
OH 44106

Tracy Phillips, 3107 Northwood 
Rd., Fairfax, VA 22031

Ray Quillen, 8 pleasant st box 
441, Huntington, MA 01050

Jessie Rice, 1409 Old Mill Rd, 
Salado, TX 76571

Kurt Riegel, 383 State Highway 7, 
Sidney, NY 13838

Matthew Robinette, 6346 
Whitehouse Valley Dr, 
Whitehouse, OH 43571

Michael Rodgers, 3903 Forest 
Hill Drive, Brownwood, TX 
76801

Ron Rybolt, 1002 S. Pine Street, 
Pana, IL 62557

Jose Santiago, 193 Mayo Blvd, 
Sunset, LA 70584

Carl C. Schluter & Nancy 
Patterson, 10307 W. Broad St. 
#181, Glen Allen, VA 23060-
6716

John Schroeder, IIAH, 9 Village 
Way, North Andover, MA 
01845

John Scott, 4710 N. Pennsylvania 
St., Indianapolis, IN 46205

Richard Seager, 635 Wyassup 
road, north stonington, CT 
06439

Bill Shea, 255 Mulberry Hill Rd., 
Barto, PA 19504

Matthew Socha, 20 Memorial 
Court Apt 2F, Denville, NJ 
07834

Michael Sremba, 902 Parkhurst 
Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49504

David Stanwood, PO Box 1499, 
West Tisbury, MA 02575

Marc Stonestreet, 2 Arcadian 
Circle, Toronto, ONT 
M8W2Y9

Jim Thompson, 1940 Sunset 
Strip NE, Lancaster, OH 43130

Tom Thompson, PO 1007, 1010a 
Main Street, Hope Valley, RI 
02832

Michael Trainor, 105 Barlow 
Street, Sitka, AK 99835

Don Van Leuven, 2628 New 
Prospect Rd, Pine Bush, NY 
12566

Lee Wallis, 8825 LASCASSAS 
PIKE, Lascassas, TN 37085-
4529

Steven Whatley, 9611 Deadfall 
Rd, Brighton, TN 38011

Mark Wiseman, 3505 Sheridan 
Ave., Des Moines, IA 50310

Norman Wood, 2769 Jacquelyn 
Dr., Madison, WI 53711-5261

Dale A. Workman, 5461 Ricky Dr., 
Decatur, IL 62521

Glen Wright, 10649 Porter Lane, 
Juneau, AK 99801

Scott Wynn, 1777 Yosemite Ave., 
ste #130, San Francisco, CA 
94124

Robert Zaccardi, 69 Hubbard 
Place, Clinton, NC 28328.1

Always Buying Always Selling

Pete Niederberger
Used and Antique Tools and  

Parts for Same
Mail Order
415-924-8403

Call Me and Come To The Shop
pniederber@aol.com
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7 Advertise in Shavings
ADVERTISING: Contact Editor Dan Miller, 315-

777-7007; E-mail: dan@dragonflycanoe.com (Sub-
ject Line: Shavings Ad); or mail to EAIA, P.O. Box 524,  
Hebron, MD 21830. 

Display Ads

Full Page (9.875"h x 7.5"w): $175
Half Page (4.75"h x 7.5"w: $110
Quarter Page (2.375"h x 7.5"w or 3.625"h x 5"w): $60
Business Card (2"h x 3.5"w): $35

20% discount on three or more display ads for 
members. Ads do not need to run consecutively to re-
ceive the discount. Display ads are published in full color 
in the electronic version of Shavings. Advertisers may also 
add links from the ad to Web pages or e-mail addresses.

Classified Ads

25 words or less—$4.00; 15¢ per word thereafter. Box 
around the ad—35¢ (A word is anything with a space on 
both sides of it.) Please make checks payable to EAIA. 
(Non-Members add 20% per ad for either display or clas-
sified ad.) 

2019-2020 DEADLINES: Deadline for the Winter is-
sue is June 26, 2020. Deadline for the Fall issue is October 
2, 2020. 

Please take note!
The deadline for the Fall 

issue of Shavings is  
October 2!

Please submit articles, events, classified ads 
and display ads to:  

Dan Miller (dan@dragonflycanoe.
com) or  

John Verrill (executivedirector@
earlyamericanindustries.org)

by this date!

Show your support 
for the EAIA by 

wearing our logo!

Shop for shirts,
hats and more at

eaiainfo.org/store/

1000 Lots of ANTIQUE & MODERN WOODWORKING TOOLS

on Thursday 24th September 
at 9:30am prompt

Visit our homepage to subscribe to pre-sale reminders.
Catalogues $9 from David Stanley Auctions, Osgathorpe, Leicester LE12 9SR

T: 01144 1530 222320   E: tools@davidstanley.com

www.davidstanley.com

Every lot illustrated in great detail 
two weeks before the auction at:

www.the-saleroom.com/davidstanley



Spectacular
Antique Tools 

and
Related Antiques

www.mjdauctions.com * mjd@mjdauctions.com * (800) 869-0695
Martin J. Donnelly Auctions

 Online Only Auctions
Fall 2020

Now accepting consignments for our 2021 auctions.  

Martin J. Donnelly Antique Tools
5223 County Road 8 * Avoca, NY 14809 * (800) 869-0695

mjd@mjdauctions.com * www.mjdauctions.com

Setting a New Standard
in the World of Antique Tools since 1983
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