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EAIA board member Terry Wakeman strongly supports working with 
kids to expose them to crafts. Much to his surprise, doing so has been 
fun. The above photos are from a recent event he participated in. What 
made this event special was that there were a lot of kids that kept him 
busy pretty much the whole day. Tip—kids love to plane and they keep 
the shavings.
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Welcome to e-Shavings .

We hope you like this electronic version of Shavings, with its 
color illustrations and easy navigation . Please note that you can 
click on any item in the table of contents and you will be directed 
to the proper page . The contents of e-Shavings is the same as 
the paper edition except that this version has color photographs 
and the contact information for all offi  cers, directors, heads of 
activities, and members listed above has been removed in order to 
protect their privacy . You may fi nd that information in the Annual 
Directory or contact the executive director at executivedirector@
EarlyAmericanIndustries .org .

All members who receive the paper Shavings, for whom 
we have an e-mail address will receive both editions . 
If you fi nd the PDF satisfactory and are willing to 
forgo the paper edition, please send an e-mail to 
executivedirector@EarlyAmericanIndustries .org, and we will 
take your name off  the mailing list for paper Shavings . Put 
“Subscribe to e-Shavings” in the subject line . You will continue 
to receive all other EAIA mailings on paper . 
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The President’s Page
by Dana Shoaf, President EAIA

We Are Doing Some Different Things

Happy fall, everyone! And, as I write this, it finally feels like fall . 
For too long a pall of heat and humidity blanketed the East 

Coast and kept me out of my woodworking shop . Now that it is 
cooler, I’ve got some work to do cleaning off my bench, heaped with 
months of tool purchases and unfinished projects .

Speaking of work, we’ve been trying some different things to get 
the EAIA name out there . Your organization helped underwrite a 
historic trades program at Philadelphia’s Museum of the American 
Revolution, for the museum’s Occupied Philadelphia living history 
event . Held on September 28–29, Occupied Philadelphia portrayed 
how the British Army occupied the city during the Revolutionary 
War, and how the occupation impacted its citizens and trades .

In return for the EAIA’s sponsorship, our logo was presented on 
the MoAR’s Facebook page, and was included on all of the litera-
ture handed out to the large number of visitors who enjoyed the 
event . I hope to continue to grow our partnership in the coming 
years . Connecting to a well-respected museum is a great way to 
promote the EAIA name in a major city .

I am also talking to some other organizations and my fellow board 
members about some vibrant partnership opportunities elsewhere . 
I think we need to do a better job of getting our name out there . 
One of the things we are continuing this year is our sponsorship of 
Colonial Williamsburg’s Woodworking in America conference in 
January . There will be a little tweak, however . Every member of the 
EAIA who attends the conference will be given a sticker with our 
logo to place on their name tag . What a great way to show pride 
in the EAIA, let other members know they are in the same “family,” 
and also advertise our tremendous organization to other attendees .

Executive Director John Verrill and I will be there to sign up new 
members, and this year Chronicle editor Megan Fitzpatrick will also 
attend . This will give Megan a great chance to use her renown to 
bring attention to the EAIA and to solicit articles for the Chronicle 
from the conference’s presenters . And how about the Chronicle? It’s 
looking great, isn’t it? The new all-color format is wonderful and 
really adds to the value of this fine journal .

In the near future, you’ll be hearing about those partnership op-
portunities I mentioned, the firms we are soliciting for a website 
redesign, and putting a plan in place to increase our social media 
presence .

There is a lot going on with EAIA, and it’s all positive . But I’d 
like to make an overture to all of you members . We can’t keep the 
EAIA growing and thriving without your help, experience, and in-
tellect . This is a volunteer organization, with the worthy exception 
of the executive director’s position, and I need your help .

I want to bring some fresh blood to the pool of people interested 
in serving on the board . It’s a fun and satisfying way to help this 
amazing organization . If you are interested in learning more about 
board service and what it entails, please contact John Verrill and let 
him know . You can help keep us do some different things to contin-
ue moving the EAIA forward!

I hope to see you at the November Brown’s tool sale!
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The Early American Industries Association preserves and 
presents historic trades, crafts, and tools and interprets their im-
pact on our lives . Membership in the EAIA is open to any person 
or organization sharing its interests and purposes . 

For information or to join, visit:

www .EarlyAmericanIndustries .org

or contact Executive Director John Verrill, P .O . Box 524,  
Hebron, MD 21830 or e-mail him at

executivedirector@earlyamericanindustries .org .

Shavings, the newsletter of the Early American Industries 
Association, Inc ., is published quarterly: February, April, July, 
and November . An electronic version is available to all mem-
bers who have provided the EAIA with an e-mail address . To 
opt out of receiving the print version of Shavings, e-mail 
executivedirector@earlyamericanindustries .org . Current and 
past issues (beginning with issue 204) are available at  www .
EarlyAmericanIndustries .org . 

Editor: Daniel Miller, dan@dragonflycanoe .com [In-
clude “Shavings” in subject line .] Send correspondance to  
EAIA, P .O . Box 524, Hebron, MD 21830

The deadline for the next issue (no . 255, Winter 2020) is Jan-
uary 5, 2020 .

Opt out of paper Shavings: To only receive the e-version of 
Shavings, send an e-mail to executivedirector@earlyamericanin-
dustries .org . Include your name and address in the e-mail .

Submissions: EAIA’s Shavings is a member-driven newsletter . 
Contributions are always welcome and needed . Please observe 
the deadlines .

Reporting an Address Change: Please notify Executive Di-
rector six weeks before the change . Contact information above .

Advertising: Turn to page 13 for more information and ad-
vertising rates .

Requesting a replacement copy: Contact Executive Director 
John Verrill (see contact information above) .

Shavings is printed by QMC Group, 4707 Dey Road, Liver-
pool, NY13088; 315-449-0900 . Both Shavings and the Chronicle 
are available on microfilm from UMI, 300 Zeeb Rd ., Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 48106 .

© 2019 by the  Early American Industries Association, Inc .
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Daniel Miller, Editor

From the Executive Director
by John Verrill

President Dana Shoaf, in his president’s message on the previous 
page, outlines some wonderful and exciting changes that are 

being made in a number of areas of our organization . I won’t repli-
cate what he says in that column, but I do want to talk to you about 
Shavings and an important change that takes place with this issue . 
This will be the final printed issue; beginning with the winter issue 
you will receive an email with a link to the on-line Shavings (most 
of our members already receive Shavings this way) . Your board of 
directors thought long and hard about this change, and hope that 
you will understand that the cost of printing and mailing each issue 
has become quite expensive . The savings realized by eliminating 
the print version of Shavings will be used to give the Chronicle in 
full color .

So where does that leave you if you have no email or computer? 
Since Shavings comes out quarterly, you can go to your local library 
to check out the EAIA website (www .eaiainfo .org) for the latest is-
sue . You can read the issue on the library computer, or if you need a 
hard copy, most libraries will print out a copy for their constituents 
at no or little cost . Other alternatives include enlisting the aid of a 
child, whether it is your child, a neighbor’s child, a grandchild—it 
does not matter as they are all savvy to the ways of the Internet! 
You could also ask a friend or fellow EAIA member to print out a 
copy for you . We know that you are resilient and will find a way . 
We hope you understand, and if none of those suggestions work 
for you, contact me and I will figure out a way for you to read our 
latest news .

You will be receiving your annual membership renewal letter just 
after Thanksgiving . We have made it easier to renew on-line as 
we have new membership software . We hope you will utilize our 
SECURE on-line payment system as all of the information goes 
right into our database and the money goes directly to our bank, 
this saves on the redundancy of having to manually record each 
renewal and is just one more way your organization is streamlining 
operations .

Your generosity at renewal time is evident by the amount of 
support we received in 2019 . You contributed $6,508 to the En-
dowment Fund and $2,970 to the General Fund during the 2019 
membership drive . We hope you will continue to make an extra gift 
to support EAIA, either to the General Fund or the Endowment 
Fund, as both help to allow us to continue operations, award grants, 
and insure that EAIA has a secure future .

EAIA will have a membership table at the Brown International 
Tool Sale & Auction, November 1–2, in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania . If 
you will attend the event please stop by and say hello . If you have a 
friend, relative, or family member who you would like to interest in 
tools and trades, bring them along and we’ll be glad to show them 
why they should become members!
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From Forest to Farm, Tools that Tamed the Frontier
by John Verrill

From Forest to Farm, Tools that Tamed the Frontier is the 
theme of the 2020 EAIA Annual Meeting to be held in 

Staunton, Virginia, May 20–23, 2020 . Please mark your calendars 
and reserve the date!

Staunton’s name is pronounced without the “u” so when you 
hear its name said it sounds like “Stanton .” The reason for this 
pronunciation is lost to history, but the citizens of Staunton al-
ways pronounce it “Stanton,” so that’s what I’ll do too!

In 1915, Staunton mayor Hampton Wayt addressed a conven-
tion saying,

I always speak in a modest vein when I speak of Staunton, the 
Queen City of the Valley. It is called Staunton from the wife of 
a former governor of this State, who was a woman of queenly 
graces of mind and heart. It received its name of the Queen City of 
the Valley because at one time it was the county seat of the largest 
county in the world, larger than Germany or France, and even 
larger than most of the principalities of Europe.

Staunton was settled in 1732 . It was named for Lady Rebecca 
Staunton, wife of colonial governor Sir William Gooch . It was the 
capital of the Northwest Territory from 1738 to 1770 . The Vir-
ginia General Assembly established Staunton as a town in 1761, 

and the town was formally incorporated in 1801 . It became 
the home to several important public institutions early in the 
19th century . A “lunatic” asylum was established as well as a 
school for the “deaf, dumb & blind,” one of the first in Ameri-

ca . There was also a seminary for women . The railroad connected 
the Shenandoah Valley and Richmond, and Staunton became an 
important place for commerce in the region . Many mills and grain 
storage buildings were built, and during the Civil War it was oc-
cupied by both Confederate and Union troops . Union troops de-
stroyed much of the industrial infrastructure, but small business-
es and private homes were spared . No major battles were fought 
there but the Battle of New Market, which took place just a few 
miles up the Shenandoah Valley, was fought to protect the vital 
Confederate railroad supply link to Richmond .

Today Staunton is home to several institutions of higher learn-
ing, a vibrant downtown, and several museums and historic sites 
of importance . It is the birthplace of Woodrow Wilson, and the 
Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library and Museum is just a 
block from the historic Stonewall Jackson Hotel–our meeting 
headquarters . Adjacent to the hotel is the American Shakespeare 
Center & Blackfriars Playhouse, a recreation of Shakespeare’s 
original indoor theatre . Made of Virginia white oak, it is a faithful 
reproduction of the London original, a must see even if there is no 
performance!

The Camera Heritage Museum is a quirky downtown store-
front that exhibits cameras of every kind, size, and type, from 
daguerreotype cameras to miniature spy cameras . Glassblowing 

demonstrations are presented daily at the Sunspots Studio, 
and art and history galleries are found at the Smith Center 
for History & Art .

The Frontier Culture Museum will be the site of many of 
our activities, and there will also be a day at Thomas Jeffer-
son’s Monticello, in nearby Charlottesville .

As this is just a teaser to introduce you to the region, I will 
leave you with a few photos and a promise of lots of more 
information over the coming months!

Staunton and the Historic Shenandoah Valley have many 
attractions including Trinity Church with its Tiffany stained 
glass windows, Jumbo—an early twentieth century chem-
ical fire truck at the Jumbo Antique Fire Engine Museum, 
the Appalachian Piecework Quilting Studio, Natural Bridge 
State Park, the Kluge Ruhe Aboriginal Art Museum, the 
George C . Marshall Museum, and many more which we will 
discuss in the next issue of Shavings and in the EAIA blog .

Above: Blackfriars Playhouse is a re-creation of the converted 
13th-century monastery where Shakespeare’s company began 
performing in 1608. 
The CasT of LoVe’s LaBoUR’s LosT 2012/13. PhoTo By LaURen Rog-
eRs PaRkeR.

Right: Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello will be the site of one of 
the tours during the EAIA Annual Meeting.
PUBLiC Domain
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EAIA Regional Meeting in Bolton, MA
by Bob Roemer

The EAIA held a regional meeting at 
the reconstructed Moses Wilder Black-
smith Shop in Bolton, Massachusetts, on 
October 12th . The shop, the original of 
which was moved to Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage in 1957, was built in the early 2000s 
as an exact reconstruction on the original 
foundation .

The purpose of the meeting was to give 
visibility to the EAIA, provide hands-on 
demonstrations, and give participants an 
opportunity to try basic blacksmithing 
using coal forges . The event, with twen-
ty-one participants, lasted the entire day . 
Demonstrations and presentations took 
place in the morning and afternoon, with 
a break for a buffet lunch in the Roemers’ 
barn . Blacksmithing stations (forge, post 
vise, anvil, and tools) had been set up un-
der a canvas cover outside, but the attrac-
tion of the warmth of the coal stove in the 
blacksmith shop and fascinating demon-
strations kept everyone inside throughout 
the day .

Jennifer Petrila, a very experienced blacksmith and farrier, 
forged a hatchet from a piece of 1/2ʺ × 2ʺmild steel, which was 
forged to shape, then folded and welded . The final step was forge 
welding a high carbon steel piece from an old file to form the hard-
ened edge of the hatchet . The demonstration was accompanied 
by very informative discussions about forging processes and the 
behavior of wrought iron, carbon steel, and alloys .

Richard Wright, a master blacksmith who also interprets 
18th-century blacksmithing, forged an early American cooking 
spatula . He used the project as the basis for discussing how hot 
metal moved under various hammers and anvil tools . He left us 
with us a storyboard, which outlined the process of forging the 
piece with several examples of the steps in the process . Many 
EAIA members had previously met Richard at his demonstrations 

during the 2019 EAIA Annual Meeting .
Dirk Underwood, blacksmith and edge 

tool maker, demonstrated blade making 
from large coil springs . In addition to 
his comments during the demonstration, 
there was discussion of the best places to 
locate different types of steel and alloys for 
specific project types . Dirk is well known 
in the area for his knives made from a wide 
range of materials and processes includ-
ing lamination of chainsaw chain and ball 
bearing races!

In addition to the demonstrators, the 
regional meeting was made successful 
through the efforts of EAIA Secretary 
Jane Butler and member Alice Roemer .

Regional meetings are an important as-
pect of the EAIA’s mission . Bob and Alice 
Roemer and Jane Butler certainly outdid 
themselves in the organization of this 
event as it provided hands-on activities, 
education, and an opportunity for mem-
bers to get to know each other in a very 
pleasant setting . Organizing a regional 
meeting is very satisfying and the EAIA 

helps to make the process easier by providing an organizational 
guide which can be downloaded by clicking this link . Jane Butler, 
regional meeting chair, can help you with details or questions you 
may have . Many times we have met at a museum and, along with a 
speaker or demonstrator, attendees also get an opportunity to tour 
the museum, attend a tailgate tool sale, and commune over lunch . 
It is a good opportunity for our members and for the museum or 
historic site . Other opportunities abound; how about a session on 
using hand planes, sharpening tools, making dovetails, learning 
about the operation of a mill, showing off each other’s collections, 
or having a behind the scenes tour of an historic site . You have an 
idea and we will help you bring it to life . Contact Jane today!
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Museum Spotlight
The Mercer Museum
Doylestown, Pennsylvania

The Mercer Museum is a history museum of everyday life in 
America during the 18th and 19th centuries . Henry Mercer 

(1856–1930) was a historian and archaeologist who recognized 
the need to collect and preserve the material of everyday life in 
America before it was swept away by the Industrial Revolution . 
Mercer gathered almost 30,000 objects ranging from hand tools 
to horse-drawn vehicles and assembled this encyclopedic collec-
tion in a system of his own devising . To enhance the collection’s 
educational value, and to share it with the public, Mercer decided 
to design and build a museum to display the artifacts . In 1916, 
Mercer erected a six-story concrete castle . The towering cen-
tral atrium of the museum was used to hang the largest objects, 
including a whale boat, stage coach, and Conestoga wagon . On 
each level surrounding the court, smaller exhibits were installed 
in a warren of alcoves, niches, and rooms according to Mercer’s 
classifications—healing arts, tinsmithing, dairying, lighting, and 
so on . The end result of the building is a unique interior that is 
both logical and thought provoking, as it requires visitors to view 
objects in a new way . Henry Mercer donated the building and his 
collection to the Bucks County Historical Society . The collection, 
now comprising nearly 50,000 objects, documents the lives and 
tasks of early Americans through the tools that met their needs 
and wants prior to the Industrial Revolution, or about 1850 . Most 

of the fifty-five exhibit rooms and alcoves display the tools or 
products of an early American craft, trade, or occupation . Other 
rooms show categories of objects such as lighting devices or ar-
chitectural hardware .

The vast research library is a treasure trove of information on 
early American industry, tools, trades, and crafts, and it includes 
all of the books from the former EAIA library, which was donated 
to the library . The EAIA has a long association with the Bucks 
County Historical Society and held annual meetings there in 
1947, 1958, 1965, and 1981 .

Frequent visitors and EAIA members Georgia and Ron Blauch 
say it is “one of our favorite museums . There’s an interesting dis-
covery in every one of hundreds of nooks and crannies in this 
unique and wonderful structure . The Mercer museum has a fan-
tastic collection of tools, implements, and artifacts housed in an 
early experiment of concrete construction . Couple that with a visit 
to the Mercer Tile Works and house and you have a great day . 
There is nothing quite like it . Do you think we might be fans of 
the place?”

We hope you will visit the museum or the library soon as there 
is much to learn about America’s industrial and craft industries . 
Tell them we sent you!
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Historic Eastfield Village Honors Billy McMillen
Many EAIA members are friends with Billy McMillen and 

his wife, Judy . They have been driving forces in our orga-
nization, giving time and treasure to help the EAIA succeed . But 
Billy has also been involved for decades with another organization 
as well, the Historic Eastfield Foundation . At this past Septem-
ber’s Founders’ Day celebration, the Historic Eastfield Founda-
tion honored Billy by a simple, but significant, gesture: Moving 
the possessive punctuation in “Founders’” to indicate plurality and 
to include William “Billy” McMillen as one of the Founders of 
Eastfield along with Don Carpentier . Eastfield is unquestionably 
primarily the result of Don’s drive and ambition . But just as un-
questionably, Billy deserves the recognition as a Founder for his 
critical role at Eastfield .

Their work together began in October 1975 during Billy’s first 
visit to Eastfield . He and Don spent a lot of time talking in the 
Yellow Tavern about their shared passion for early buildings and 
antiques . After that, Billy would travel to Eastfield from Staten 
Island when he could on weekends to help Don disassemble and 
move buildings to the growing village .

The first large building Billy helped move was the 1836 First 
Universalist Church from Duanesburg, New York . He did an ar-

chitectural rendering of the meetinghouse framing so it could be 
disassembled for transport, and also developed the numbering 
plan for each piece of the frame so it could be reassembled .

Billy honed his preservation skills while working at Historic 
Richmond Town on Staten Island, a historic site his father, Lor-
ing, founded and administered as director . He grew up there, and 
started working at Richmond Town in 1963 . The ca . 1740 Guy-
on-Lake-Tysen house was the first building he helped to restore . 
Over the years he refined his preservation skills, and he learned 
tinsmithing at Eastfield .

Perhaps the best thing about Billy and Don was that they want-
ed to share their knowledge with others . In 1977, the Eastfield 
Workshop series began . Since then, the workshops have run every 
year, through thick and thin, and through Don’s untimely death in 
2014 . Thousands of students have come away richer for learning 

preservation skills at Eastfield, the realization of Don and Billy’s 
vision . Billy has taught at least 154 classes at Eastfield by himself 
or with others, and 97 of those were with Don .

Billy retired from Richmond Town in 2003, and he and his wife 
Judy quickly moved to the Albany area so they could be closer to 
Eastfield . The village has had to share him a bit, as he has consult-
ed and done work for the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Colonial 
Williamsburg, and other historical sites . But Billy has spent most 
of his retirement energy serving on the Historic Eastfield Foun-
dation board, which he joined in 1990; Judy also joined in 2003 . 
He continues to teach classes and work on Eastfield’s treasured 
buildings . He’s the force 
behind weekly volunteer 
workdays that keep the 
village looking better 
and better . He turned 
78 at the end of Septem-
ber, and his skills are as 
sharp as ever .

We honor Billy for 
his service to both East-
field and the EAIA . We 
send our sincere thanks 
for sharing his abilities 
with others who find the 
tools, trades and crafts 
to be of utmost impor-
tance .

Billy McMillen and Don Carpentier discuss one of their projects

Master tinsmith Billy McMillen demonstrates his craft.

Congratulations, Billy!
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Guidelines for Rehabilitating  
Historic Covered Bridges

The Federal Highway Administra-
tion (FHWA), Office of Infrastructure 
Research and Development and the 
Historic American Engineering Record 
(HAER), a division of the National Park 
Service (NPS), Heritage Documenta-
tion Programs, have maintained a joint 
research and technology program for 
historic covered bridges since 2002 . 
This partnership has included a variety 
of initiatives including documentation, 
engineering studies, National Historic 
Landmark designations, conferences, 
publications, and a traveling exhibition, 
all products of cooperative research un-
der the FHWA National Historic Cov-
ered Bridge Preservation (NHCBP) Program .

We are pleased to present Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic 
Covered Bridges, edited by Christopher H . Marston, HAER Ar-
chitect, and Thomas A . Vitanza, Senior Historical Architect, NPS 
Historic Preservation Training Center (HPTC), as the final pub-
lication of this program . At the First National Covered Bridge 
Conference in Burlington, Vermont, in 2003, attendees adopted 
the “Burlington Charter for the Preservation of Historic Covered 
Bridges .” The charter resolved to develop guidelines that adapt 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Histor-
ic Properties with Guidelines for Preservation, Rehabilitation, Resto-
ration, and Reconstruction to historic covered bridges . Focusing on 
rehabilitation of covered bridges, these Guidelines are organized 
by function of the structure . Following general principles, chap-

ters examine superstructure, substruc-
ture, exterior envelope, site features, 
and safety/protection systems . The il-
lustrated Guidelines are presented in a 
two-column format describing recom-
mended and non-recommended treat-
ments .

The book concludes with eleven cov-
ered bridge rehabilitation case stud-
ies (written by the engineers, bridge-
wrights, and public officials who worked 
on them), comprised of various truss 
types, locations, rehabilitation issues, 
and budgets . The Guidelines will be 
a useful resource for educating engi-
neers, Departments of Transportation 

(DOTs), State Historic Preservation Officers (SHPOs), bridge 
owners, preservationists, and residents in maintaining these his-
toric symbols of American engineering for future generations .

This publication is being sent to engineers and historians at 
FHWA, NPS, Forest Service, DOTs, SHPOs, select county offic-
es and libraries, and members of the historic bridge community 
nationwide . An electronic 508-compliant copy of this book is also 
available for download at: 

https://www .nps .gov/hdp/project/coveredbridges/publica-
tions .htm

If you have any questions please contact Sheila Rimal Duwadi 
at sheila .duwadi@dot .gov or Christopher H . Marston at christo-
pher_marston@nps .gov (whom you many also contact to request 
additional copies .)

Tell Us Your Story: Jim Hudkins
My name is Jim Hudkins, and I have been a member of EAIA 

for a long time (first entry was 1977 .) Following World 
War II, I attended Kent State University to major in what was 
then called “the Industrial Arts,” leading to a degree in education 
for the teaching of wood, metal shop, and drafting . For a minor I 
chose American history . Over the 32+ years of teaching I found it 
of value to bring antique tools and trades into both my shop and 
history classes . For the most part I was considered as a stand-by 
history teacher, picking up a class or two to solve overload and 
administrative problems . The school was a combined Junior/Se-
nior High and therefore I might have 8th or 11th grade American 
History .

I also chose to live on a farm outside of town, and was able over 
the years to acquire and use so called “antique” tools purchased at 
auctions . I found school administrators generally quite apprecia-
tive of this, however, there are always those (very few) who “hate?” 
any departure from the “word” of the chosen text .

Over the years I became involved in re-enacting Civil War ar-

tillery, and was able to borrow, and use, one of two cannon from 
a local cemetery, the deal in return was the restoration of both . I 
think that self-learning the trade of the wheelwright was a high 
point in my studies . The purchase of books from catalogs as a re-
sult of being a member off EAIA most certainly helped . Through 
the years I was able to make new and/or restore over 14 “just for 
display” cannon, dating from 1812 to 1919 . All not for profit, just 
charging enough to cover costs incurred . Several times students 
were invited to the farm to watch the placement of tires on wheels, 
the wheels on a cannon, and to see the cannon fired .

At age 95 I look back—it was never work—just pure enjoy-
ment .

Sincerely,
Jim Hudkins
Long Acres Farm, Cayuga Falls, Ohio

We are grateful for this submission and hope it will encourage other 
members—old and new—to share their stories.
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Patent Models Collection
I regularly read your publications and noticed that patents are 

often mentioned in articles . I’d like to let you know about a po-
tential resource for members who are writing articles and doing 
other research .

I am the Curator of Collections and Exhibits at Hagley Museum 
and Library in Wilmington, Delaware, and we have a collection 
of more than 5,000 United States patent models, many of which 
are tools . You can see more than 1,000 of them online at https://
museumcollection .hagley .org/explore-the-collection under the 
Innovation category .

I just wanted you to know about this resource .
Thanks so much!
Debra Hughes

Patent Model - Mustard Filler. 
Jacob Gulden’s patent is for pro-
ducing “a machine for filling a 
number of mustard-bottles at the 
same time, so as to avoid the ne-
cessity of filling each bottle sepa-
rately, and overcome the difficulty 
heretofore experienced of keeping 
mustard perfectly clean and pure 
in the vessel from which it has to 
be filled into the bottle.”  (Patent 
Number 260,385; Jul 04 1882)

Nassawango Iron Furnace Project
In response to the EAIA blog on the Nassawango Iron Furnace, 

Elizabeth Lonsdale wrote: 

I love this! I am 12 and I was doing a model of this furnace and 
this was the only website that I could find that had diagrams and 
an article so interesting. This helped me a lot. Thanks! 

She recently sent these photos of the iron furnace . She did a 
great job and we salute this 12 year old who we hope will become 
a member!
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Important Research on Tide Mills Discovered
The Tide Mill Institute reports that 

it has received the bulk of the re-
search papers of a noted tide mill histo-
rian . The late Peveril Meigs III began 
studying Atlantic coast tide mills when 
he retired; he died after a decade or more 
of study and field work about tide mills . 
He wrote only a few articles about them . 
His extensive collection of data about 
this early American industrial technol-
ogy has been unavailable for sixty years .

The institute reported this week that 
it has received the bulk of the Meigs pa-
pers—information about 300 tide mills 
from Nova Scotia to Florida—and will begin organizing them 
for eventual deposit in an academic museum archive . The papers 
were saved and carefully protected by his son, Willard Meigs of 
Lewisville, North Carolina, whose hope has been to have them 
preserved for scholars .

The Tide Mill Institute will sort and arrange the papers for 
study, according to Bud Warren, president of this educational 

and research organization dedicated 
to the history of tide mill technology . 
The group, consisting of scholars, his-
torians, archaeologists, and others, has 
been working for a decade to acquire 
the papers and make them available for 
study . “Meigs was an important and 
very careful researcher,” notes Warren . 
“His papers are the most significant ex-
isting collection of information about 
one of America’s first industrial activ-
ities . We’re honored to be able to get 
them ready for students, scholars, and 
the general public .”

Warren indicated that a description 
of Meigs’s work will be presented at the institute’s fifteenth an-
nual convention in Kittery, Maine, on October 25th and 26th . For 
more information about the collection, send email to info@tide-
millinstitute .org .

Reprinted with permission from https://www .tidemillinstitute .
org/organizing-a-tide-mill-treasure/#more-1654

TiDe miLL insTiTUTe

The EAIA Occupies Philadelphia
On September 28th and 29th, the EAIA sponsored historic 

trade interpreters at the Museum of the American Revolution in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania . The event, called “Occupied Philadel-
phia,” coincided with the anniversary of the British occupation of 
Philadelphia in September 1777 . Visitors to areas surrounding the 
museum had the opportunity to engage with tailors, seamstress-
es, shoemakers, shipwrights, and other tradespeople who were 

demonstrating trades found in America at the time of the Revo-
lution . It was an exciting opportunity for visitors to the museum 
and the surrounding historic area . It was also an opportunity for 
the EAIA to enable the museum to make these presentations on 
historic American trades . We value these museum partnerships 
and feel that they help to enhance dissemination of knowledge of 
the trades and crafts that made America .
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Welcome to the New Members of the EAIA
Listed below are the names of those who joined EAIA since the last issue of Shavings . If you know of someone who would enjoy being 

an EAIA member, why not take them to a regional meeting or direct them to our Web page to download a membership form or a 
copy of eShavings.
John Alexander, Alexander Brooms, 279 Penny Lane, 

Independence, VA 24348
Mr . Allen Arthur, 333 Betty Lane, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
Cary Bein, 4908 West 75th Ave ., Schereville, IN 46375
Peter Brandes, PO Box 1896, Eagle, CO 81631
Ms . Brooke Brilliant, 1432 Beverly Drive, Raleigh, NC 27610
Mr . Paul deFur, P .O . Box 12, Chiltern 3683, VIC, Australia
Mr . Shawn Carlson, 11748 Mansion Street, Princess Anne, MD 

21853-1223
Steven Frysinger, 7358 Shady Grove Rd, Mount Crawford, VA 

22841
Debra Hughes, 1108 Brinton Place Rd ., #35, West Chester, PA 

19380
Tim James, 92 South Mill River Rd ., South Deerfield, MA 01373

Mark Kaplan, 1600 Massachusetts Ave ., Apt . 702, Cambridge, 
MA 02138

Mr . Michael Keller, 2218 E 25th St ., Tulsa, OK 74114-2916
Mr . Jon Leenhouts, 10365 124th Street, Chippewa Falls, WI 

54729
Lyle P . Merrifield, 195 No . Gorham Rd ., Gorham, ME 04038
Rebekah Michael, 4316 Ridgeway Ave ., Ashland, KY 41101
Tracy Phillips, 3107 Northwood Rd ., Fairfax, VA 22031
RIT Libraries, 90 Lomb Memorial Dr ., Bldg . 5,Rm A500, 

Rochester, NY 14623-5604
Mr . Michael Sremba, 902 Parkhurst Ave . NW, Grand Rapids, MI 

49504
Michael Trainor, 105 Barlow Street, Sitka, AK 99835
Glen Wright, 10649 Porter Lane, Juneau, AK 99801

What do contact lens solution, printer 
ink cartridges, a child’s party dress, 

and California Medley snack mix have in 
common? These are all items I’ve ordered 
through Amazon Smile this summer . My 
general rule of thumb is to buy local, but 
I live in rural upstate New York and many 
day-to-day needs—and special grand-
daughter dresses—are just not available nearby . So like millions 
of people around the world, I turn to Amazon to make purchases .

The downside of not being able to buy local is offset a bit by the 
shopping behemoth’s “AmazonSmile” program . AmazonSmile is a 
website operated by the AmazonSmile Foundation, which offers 
all the same products as the regular Amazon site, with one dif-
ference—once shoppers have signed up, a portion (0 .5%) of their 
total eligible purchases will be sent to an organization of the buy-

er’s choice .
My choice? EAIA, of course .
It only takes a minute to join Amazon-

Smile . Just go to just go to www .amazon .
com and using the “Help” tab search, “Ama-
zonSmile,” or just follow this link to EAIA . 
You will have to choose Early American In-
dustries from a list of organizations . After 

you have signed up, 0 .5% of the value of all your purchases will be 
sent to the EAIA . Spend $1,000 annually and EAIA will receive 
$5 . It’s easy to sign up, it happens automatically, and it adds noth-
ing to the cost of your purchases . Over time though all those $5 
payments from members will add up . John Verrill reports that in 
the first half of 2019, a total of $27 .75 was earned from purchases 
of over $5,000 .00!

Patty MacLeish

Awards Nominations
The Early American Industries Association Awards Commit-

tee thanks those who took the time to send a nomination for 
the 2019 awards . It is time again to be thinking about who you 
feel deserves to be the recipients of the 2020 Long Time Service 
Award and the J . D . Hatch Award .

The Long Time Service Award is given to a member who has 
actively served the EAIA for ten years or more, demonstrating a 
high level of commitment, time, effort, and creative imagination . 
They will have contributed a substantial amount of effective par-
ticipation in the affairs of the association .

The J . D . Hatch Award is given in memory of J . D . Hatch, the 
fifth president of the EAIA serving from May 1946 to May 1947 . 
Mr . Hatch served as editor of the Chronicle from 1942 to 1949 . 
Mr . Hatch provided over fifty years of support and service to the 
EAIA . Candidates for the J . D . Hatch Award are to be individuals 
who have demonstrated excellence in the advancement of general 

knowledge of early American industries through scholarly writ-
ing in articles, books, or public presentations, consistent with the 
mission of the EAIA . Recipients of this award are not required to 
be members of the EAIA .

By our policy and procedures manual, the committee is charged 
with seeking nominations from the membership at large . Please 
submit nominations now so the Awards Committee can give full 
consideration to all nominations . The award will be presented at 
EAIA Annual Meeting in Staunton .

Every member of the EAIA is important to the organization 
as a whole . There are, however, some who stand above the rest in 
these areas . Please submit your nomination(s) to Gwenn Lasswell 
via e-mail to gelasswell@sbcglobal .net or via USPS mail to:

Gwenn Laswell
311 Trolley Lane
Union Mills, NC 28167
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Calendar
Maine

November 8
Portland: Maine Charitable Mechanics 
Association . The 2019 Sparrow Lecture: 
The Restoration of one of America’s 
most iconic landmarks, the US Capitol 
Dome – with Robert Baird . Special In-
troduction by Senator Angus King . www .
mainecharitablemechanicassociation .
com/nov8thsparrow/

Maryland
November 3
Baltimore, Baltimore Museum of In-
dustry: Stories of Steel Symposium . Dis-
cover how Bethlehem Steel helped shape 
Baltimore during a free, day-long sympo-
sium on November 3, 2019 . Visitors are 
invited to attend a documentary screen-
ing, an artist-led exploration of a photog-
raphy exhibit, and a panel on storytelling . 
In addition, museum staff will be on hand 
to preserve oral histories, photograph ar-
tifacts, and digitize photographs provided 
by former steel workers and their families . 
www .thebmi .org 

Massachussets
November 1–2, 10am–2pm
North Bennet St. School, Boston: Open 
house . Learn all about the programs that 
NBSS has to offer! View demonstrations 
in woodworking, jewelry making, book-
binding, musical instruments, and more . 
info .nbss .edu/2019-open-house

Pennsylvania 
Through January 5, 2020
Doylestown: Experience the Mercer Mu-
seum’s historic artifacts in a new light 
this fall in the exhibit Forging a Link: 
Metalsmiths Respond to the Mercer 
Collection . Curated by Professor Cappy 
Counard of Edinboro University, this ex-
hibit highlights the work of twenty-three 
blacksmiths, metalsmiths, and jewelers, 
who represent a diverse cross section of 
their fields . These artists responded to the 
museum’s historic collection with their 
own contemporary works of art that are 
integrated into the museum’s permanent 
exhibits and displayed alongside the arti-
facts that inspired them . www .mercermu-
seum .org/exhibits/mercer-museum-ex-
hibits/featured-exhibits/

Jan. 25, 2020 
York: 25th Annual Area P, M-WTCA 
meet/dealer show and Brown Auction . 
Wyndom Garden, York, Don Stark, 
Starkcd@aol .com, 717-367-5207 . EAIA, 
M-WTCA, CRAFTS, PATINA—All in-
vited .

Virginia
October 26, 2019 
Fredericksburg: Fredericksburg Area 
Woodworking Guild presents an event 
featuring Roy Underhill, long time host of 
The Woodwright’s Shop . In the morning, 
from 9:00 to 11:30, he will be presenting 
one of his favorite demonstrations on the 
making of an old fashioned wooden coffin 
followed by a presentation on a recently 
acquired set of tools and diary that be-
longed to the man who did all the joinery 
for the Robert E . Lee house at Washing-
ton College in Lexington, VA in 1868 . 
This part of the event will take place at 
the Spotsylvania campus of Lifepoint 
Church, located at 5050 Gateway Blvd . off 
of Jefferson Davis Highway, Fredericks-
burg VA 22408 . Tickets for the morning 
event are $20 and can be purchased ahead 
of time via the Eventbrite link: COM .
us3 .list-manage .com/track/click?u=596
33f7e0f873ef84637ddb01&id=a6178be-
33f&e=085fe83842

November 9
Mount Vernon: Join Mount Vernon for 
its new George Washington Whiskey 
Festival! Enjoy some of the finest spirits 
from Virginia craft distillers and other 
famous whiskey producers . Meet cele-
brated distillers and learn more about 
George Washington’s whiskey operations 
at Mount Vernon . www .mountvernon .
org/plan-your-visit/calendar/events/
george-washington-whiskey-festival/

November 17, 2019
McLean: Please join PATINA on Novem-
ber 17 at the American Legion POST 270, 
1355 Balls Hill Rd, McLean VA, 22101 . 
A mini-auction follows the tailgating . The 
program will start around noon . Master 
Cooper Jonathan Hallman is originally 
from Fort Washington, Pennsylvania . He 
graduated from the College of William 
and Mary in December 1995 with a BA 
in History . He began working for Colonial 
Williamsburg as an Apprentice Cooper in 
March 1996, and completed his appren-
ticeship in July 2001 . I had the pleasure 
of seeing Jonathan hand plane, shave, and 
perfectly fit an assembly of tapered bar-
rel staves together to create a watertight 
barrel .

January 16-19, 2020 
Colonial Williamsburg: 22nd Annual 
Working Wood in the 18th Century Sym-
posium . Bold paint decoration, intricate 
inlay, wedged dovetails, punched tin, and 
sophisticated furniture, simultaneously fa-
miliar and unique, abound as we step into 
the early Southern backcountry for this 
year’s conference . As varied as the people 
who settled there, surviving backcoun-
try furniture reveals remarkable stories 
of cultural persistence and incorporation . 
Down the Great Wagon Road came peo-
ple of diverse ethnic backgrounds from 
across the colonies and the Atlantic—no-
tably from Scotland, Ireland, England, 
Germany, and Switzerland . In time, they 
transformed the Shenandoah Valley, east-
ern Kentucky and Tennessee, and west-
ern North Carolina into a stable network 
of communities with distinctive markets 
for furniture that reflected their inher-
ited traditions and the influence of their 
new home and neighbors . Please join us 
as craftspeople and scholars from across 
the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
work alongside distinguished guest pre-
senters—cabinetmaker Steve Latta, chair 
maker Elia Bizzarri, and scholar Dan-
iel Ackermann—to explore this diverse 
legacy of fine craftsmanship . Once again 
EAIA is a sponsor of this important sym-
posium . Join us there!
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WANTED TO BUY

Tinsmith’s hand-cranked “Rim Rolling” machine, 
as pictured above. Similar units were made by Peck, 
Stow, and Wilcox Company (PS&W), and by Niagara 
Machine and Tools Works (Niagara). An earlier, less 
refined version was also made by The Rothweiler 
Manufacturing Company of Newport, KY.

If you have one for sale, please contact:
Kevin@TheAppalachianCraftsman.com
Or by postal mail write to:  
Kevin Riddle, PO Box 40, Eagle Rock, VA 24085

Advertise in Shavings
ADVERTISING: Contact Editor Dan Miller, 315-

777-7007; E-mail: dan@dragonflycanoe .com (Sub-
ject Line: Shavings Ad); or mail to EAIA, P .O . Box 524,  
Hebron, MD 21830 . 

Display Ads

Full Page (9 .875"h x 7 .5"w): $175
Half Page (4 .75"h x 7 .5"w: $110
Quarter Page (2 .375"h x 7 .5"w or 3 .625"h x 5"w): $60
Business Card (2"h x 3 .5"w): $35

20% discount on three or more display ads for members. 
Ads do not need to run consecutively to receive the discount. 
Display ads are published in full color in the electronic version 
of Shavings . Advertisers may also add links from the ad to Web 
pages or e-mail addresses .

Classified Ads

25 words or less—$4 .00; 15¢ per word thereafter . Box around 
the ad—35¢ (A word is anything with a space on both sides of it .) 
Please make checks payable to EAIA . (Non-Members add 20% per 
ad for either display or classified ad .) 

2019-2020 DEADLINES: Deadline for the Winter issue is Jan-
uary 5, 2020 . Deadline for the Spring issue is March 22, 2020 . 

Show your support 
for the EAIA by 

wearing our logo!

Shop for shirts,
hats and more at

eaiainfo.org/store/

Please take note!
The deadline for the Winter issue of 

Shavings is January 5!
Please submit articles, events, classified ads and display ads to:  

Dan Miller (dan@dragonflycanoe.com) or  
John Verrill (executivedirector@

earlyamericanindustries.org)
by this date!
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Always Buying Always Selling

Pete Niederberger
Used and Antique Tools and 

Parts for Same
Mail Order
415-924-8403

Call Me and Come To The Shop
pniederber@aol.com


